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Introduction

We use a simplified punctuation of the text. The Bible Gateway early
text presentations (1550 Stephanus, 1881 Westcott-Hort, 1894
Scrivener) are all unmarked. However, “correct” vocalization of Greek
Is nearly impossible for many Greek readers (ourselves included) so we
added punctuation only as a reading and spelling aid. The customary
Greek punctuations have no meaning for most readers; we’re not going
to give a minimum of a year of silence in listening, just to apprentice as
Greek cantors: so, in keeping with official Greek policy we have
reduced punctuation to a single accent, the acute or oxia. Single syllable
words are left unaccented; since, there is only one place to receive the
emphasis: so, any accent on a single syllable word marks a special
difference, distinguishing, “or”, from an article; or denoting an
interrogative; and the like. With weakening vision, due to age, we also
found breathing marks impossible to read: so, we simply eliminated
smooth breathing, and replaced rough breathing marks with the (silent)
English letter, h, which, we hope clarifies any spelling differences. We
hope that this makes Greek easier for you to read, and we will continue
to employ this simplified method, until a better one presents itself.

After many months, in some cases years of prayer (James 1:5), the Spirit
of God is unveiling meanings from Revelation to us (John 16:13): an
insight here, and understanding there; gradually and slowly many, but
not all pictures come into focus; not all at once, over long periods of
time and intensive study with prayer. Nothing good can be found in this
paper unless is came from God.
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Text

We, will as far as possible, attempt to recover the oldest text known.
Revelation Criticism I and Revelation Criticism II were written in
pursuit of this goal. We were unable to complete a deeper study of
manuscripts in general, or Aleph/Sinaiticus in particular: so, we are
working with WH as a pracical, if temporary, Vorlage. We transcribed a



Westcott-Hort New Testament (1881) copy of Revelation with added
accents.

The Our Translation will be modified as we proceed: since, our studies
have led us to WH for our best available temporary Vorlage, rather than
SBL. Also, we have learned along the way how some words are better
interpreted, while others no longer fit the context: so, Our Translation,
must adapt and change: it is now Your Translation.

Revelation 8

As with the seven days of Creation, where the Seventh Day unfolds a
whole new dimensionality; as God rests, the whole dimension of God’s
providence comes into view; the created universe is designed to provide
every human need: so, with the exception of a few miracles, God gets to
watch His children play in the wonderful playground He has created for
them. Their misbehavior in free will is not unexpected: but, He has
provided for that too. God’s lovingkindness for His children provides
for keeping them safe in every contingency (John 3:16). What human
beings do not understand: God sees perfectly.

As with Creation, so also, the Seventh Seal unfolds a whole new
dimensionality: a new, but not really new, topic; a further explication of
things already discussed... new, but not entirely new. We were talking
about the Seven Seals; but, now were talking about Seven Trumpets and
One Bowil: still, the Seventh Seal is not closed. When does the Seventh
Seal close? As we round the corner from the 144,000 great evangelists
and their fruit, the vector space of silence, trumpets, and prayers
explodes into view. The work of the evangelists has produced a violent
reaction. Not everybody loves Jesus.



We remember that Spirit baptism, being begotten from above, involves a
spiritual death and rebirth, which is the reality symbolized in water
baptism. However, many Israelites/Jews saw this as a kind of
conversion, drawing people away from Judaism: a kind of apostasy.
Such Israelites/Jews did not see Christianity as becoming a True Jew, by
following the Messiah of the Jews, the Christ of God. Paul and others,
mostly Pharisees, were very angered by this, and began to slaughter
Christians, wherever they could hunt them down and find them. Many,
but not all, Christians strove to love their enemies as commanded by
Jesus.

“You have heard that it has been said, you shall love your
neighbor, and hate your enemy. But | say to you, ‘Love your
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who
hate you, pray for those who despitefully use you, and
persecute you; that you may be the children of your Father
Who is in heaven: for He makes His sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” —
Matthew 5:43-45; Luke 6:27, 35-36

“Therefore, if your enemy hungers, feed him; if he thirsts,
give him drink: for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on
his head.” — Romans 12:20; Proverbs 25:22

We are about to discover how this dynamic plays out in victory of the
Ekklesiae over Judaism. As Christ was victor over death by death, the
Ekklesiae overcome Judaism by their martyrdoms, not by domination.

John constructs a sizable chiasm: A. the victory of Christ’s 144,000
evangelists over Judaism; B. the tares as the locust plague; C. the Roman
legions; D. Christ’s Victory partially carried out in John’s Prophetic
Ministry; E. Christ’s Witnesses, the Earthly Temple Destroyed; E. The



Heavenly Temple Opened (chapter 4 continued); D. Eve’s Victory over
Satan; C. the Roman legions; B. the tares as the imitation Lamb; A. the
victory of Christ’s 144,000 evangelists over Judaism. This chiasm is not
always clear, and there are many interludes we cannot explain.
Nevertheless, this chiasm constructs a giant mountain, which we climb
to Gods Glory: but, then we must descend the way we came.

Rv. 8:1 - ko hotav voi&ev v ceppayida tnv hefdounv eyéveto oiyn ev
T ovpovd hog hnuimplov

Rv. 8:1 - When He opened the seventh seal, silence was brought forth in
the heaven about half an hour.

Rv. 8:2 - kot €idov Toug hemtd ayyélovg hot evadymiov tov Ogov
heomkaotv kKot €d00ncav awtoic hentd caAmtyysc

Rv. 8:2 - | saw the seven messengers who have stood before God. They
were given seven trumpets.

We persist in using the term, messengers, rather than, angels. We do not
know if these are supernatural created beings or human beings. Rather
than predetermine what we do not know in each case, we leave for you
to ponder. Remember that Jesus, is a messenger, the God-man
messenger, not a supernatural created being. Remember that the twenty-
four presbyters, the seven stars, and the four Zoa are all human, or
symbolic representations of the human. Revelation is symbolism: we
don’t always realize when we are stepping in and out of symbolism and
into fleshly realities or something else.

Rv. 8:3 - kot dAlog dyyerog NABeV kot €otdON enti Tov BvclacTpiov
Exov MPavotodv xpucovv kot £600m avtd Bvdpato ToAAd hiva ddocet



TOUG TPOGEVYaic TV haylwv Tdvimv eni To Buclactplov 10 YpVoovHV TO
EVOTIOV TOL OpOVOL

Rv. 8:3 - Another messenger came and was stationed at the altar, having
a golden censer. Many incenses were given to him that he will give
[with] the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar before the
throne.

The prayers of the saints bear considerable weight as they come from the
throne of God. God hears them and acts in their best interests. Prayer is
anything other than a meaningless waste of time: it is at the heart of the
future.

Rv. 8:4 - kot avéP ho komvog T@v BupapdToV Talg TPOGELYIG TV
hayiov ek ye1pdg 10V ayyéLov evdmiov Tov Bgov

Rv. 8:4 - The smoke of the incenses ascended [with] the prayers of the
saints from the messenger’s hand before God.

Our prayers do ascend to God; just as we are about to ascend John’s
chiasm to see the Glory of God unfolded in symbols: even so our prayers
ascend to God.

Rv. 8:5 - xou eiAnpev ho dyyehog Tov MPBavotov Kot EYEUIGEY OVTOV EK
TOL TVPOC TOL Buclactnpiov Kot EPAAEV €1C TNV YNV KoL EYEVOVTO
Bpovtai Kot poval Kot aoTpomol Kot GEIGUOG



Rv. 8:5 - The messenger has received the censert. He filled it from the
fire of the altar. He threw [it] into the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz).
Thunders, voices, streams of light, and shaking came forth.

The fiery red-hot coals and ashes, residual from our prayers, descend
upon the land, Ha’ Aretz, in final judgment.

John introduces at least two new things in the Seventh Seal: The Seven
Trumpets and The Censer (MBavwtdv). There is only one Censer here:
will it be distributed to other messengers to become the Seven Plagues
(mnyac) of Chapter 15 and/or the Seven Bowls (pudiac) of Chapter 16?
Or, is there a second set of Plagues and Bowls? NO! We have come to
believe that Revelation is clearly divided at the end of Chapter 14 and
the beginning of Chapter 15. We believe that the reaping of the Wheat
and the Grapes by Christ in Chapter 14, signals the closing mark of the
Seven Seals, the Seven Trumpets, and the Three Woes.

Since the Seals are a synopsis of Christ’s absolute and total authority
over the whole universe, there may be other significant things which we
have mistakenly overlooked. For example, the half hour silence in
heaven might also be significant. The fire from the altar is already
thrown upon earth: has the cataclysm already begun? This does not
seem to be the case: for, the reaping of the Wheat and the Grapes signals
the end of the cataclysm before it has begun. There is no cataclysm; this
Is a local event: so, judgment must begin again in Chapter 16.

The silence may exist, simply to force us, to remember the Seventh Day
of Creation.

1 Or frankincense.



In any case, the Seven Trumpets and the Bowl appear to bear a strong
connection: they are likely best examined by seeking interrelationships
between the two. What are those interrelationships? It appears that the
Seven Trumpets are the calling out of the Ekklesiae to Spiritual battle;
the bowl is the engagement in that Spiritual battle: behind the physical
sinful battle in progress on earth, the Spiritual battle rages for the
salvation of human souls.

We are now exploring the working hypothesis that the first five verses of
Revelation 8 introduce The Seven Trumpets; that The Seven Trumpets
are best seen as a spiritual analysis of the First Jewish-Roman war.
Since, this is the case, we must search for evidence to overthrow this
hypothesis.

On the other hand, to maintain logical balance, a neutral point of view
(NPOV) we must postulate the opposite hypothesis, and attempt to
disprove that as well. The Seven Trumpets have nothing to do with the
First Jewish-Roman war.

That being said, we must set aside every preconceived notion of
preterism, futurism, historicism, idealism, millennialism (post, mid, or
pre), tribulationalism (post, mid, or pre), or any other ism littering the
field of Apocalyptic studies. Then whatever falls out of our unbiased
research will confront us: and we can figure out what to call it when the
smoke has cleared away.

So, let us now set out to disprove our working hypothesis, which is the
correct logical method.



We will discuss later whatever follows in The Seven Bowls, which
could be seen as a spiritual analysis of the Third Jewish War; after that
the rest of history until the Second Coming and Last Judgment... with
the introduction of the New Jerusalem, the Heavenly City, and the New
People of God.

Unfortunately, we are not subject matter experts on these topics: the
extent of our knowledge is limited to encyclopedia articles we have read,
and the like. So, the ultimate conclusions are dependent on the
contributions of such subject matter experts. The conclusions we have
drawn are only offered tentatively, as they await correction by our
betters.

Nor do we present a detailed precise analysis, or rigorous argument: we
are not entitled know-it-alls who have all the answers. Rather, we have
presented the problem as completely as we are able, and hope to engage
you, the reader, in finding evidence: your involvement is essential... we
can’t find any solution without you. So, we throw out an idea here and

there as things come to mind: yet, we desperately need you to finish the
work.

At first glance, we have little to no evidence, either good or bad, refuting
either hypothesis statement. The writing genre of John, in contrast with
Josephus, as well as other authoritative historical voices, is so
completely different as to make comparative evaluation nearly
impossible. The subject matter is also vastly divergent: Josephus admits
to little or no Christian matters or any spirituality; John writes almost
exclusively from the spiritual perspective... it is difficult to match the
twain.

Rv. 8:6 - ko hot hemtd dyyelot hot éyovteg tag hemtd cddmiyyog
hntoipacav havtovg hive cainicwoty



Rv. 8:6 - The seven messengers, those having the seven trumpets,
prepared themselves so that they could trumpet.

This clearly introductory sentence tends to set aside, whatever follows,
as a new emphasis or topic: a transition or turning point directing or
redirecting the Seventh Seal. As obviously as this develops from the
Seventh Seal; it is equally obviously, somehow a new subject. It is this
new subject matter which we seek to identify or deny as the First
Jewish-Roman war.

The seventh seal opens upon silence, trumpets, incense, smoke, and
ashes. The silence echoes the rest of God in Creation. The trumpets
suggest a calling out, Ekklesia, to meet, to march or to war. The
incense, smoke, and ashes remind us of the golden altar inside the
Oracle, where part of the sacrifice, was mingled with the prayers of the
saints, with incense, and with red hot coals; as the sacrifice and incense
burned, the prayers and smoke were carried up before God, the hot ashes
were left in the bowl beneath. To empty this bowl into the land (tnv
ynv, Ha’Aretz): shows judgment upon those for whom the martyrs were
praying, as they responded either negatively or positively to all such
prayers.

As the first four trumpets sound, the total death toll of the first Jewish-
Roman war is revealed: one-third in all, everywhere, over all.> Most of
this death toll amounts to the Christin martyrs who have just prayed: as

2 «“According to Moshe David Herr's estimation, approximately one-third
of the Jewish population in Judaea perished during the revolt.” —
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War#cit
e_note-:48, Demographic consequences.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War#cite_note-:48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War#cite_note-:48

the war unfolds there will be other Israelite/Jewish dead, Roman dead
(mostly soldiers), and a few others. This is not coincidental, is it?
Christians who have been praying, have not called fire down on their
own heads have they? No, they are just part of the process in reaching
the one-third total death toll of mostly Israelites/Jews. The total death
toll echoes repetitively down each of the next four trumpets.

Rv. 8:7 - ko ho mpdto¢ ecdAmicey kot £yEveto yoaAlalo Kol Top
uepypéva ev haiport kKot eBAN0ON €1¢ v ynVv Kot To Tpitov TS YNg
KOTEKAT KOl TO TPITOV TV 0EVOPMV KATEKAN KO TG YOPTOS YAMPOG
KOTEKAN

Rv. 8.7 - The first trumpeted. It brought forth hail, and fire, having been
mingled with blood. It was thrown into the land (tmv ynv, Ha’ Aretz).
The third of the land (tng yng, Ha’ Aretz) was consumed by fire. The
third of the trees was consumed by fire. All green grass was consumed
by fire.

This is about the Israelites/Jews living in Ha’Aretz. If all green grass for
all the world had literally been consumed by fire, it is unlikely that any
human life would survive the conflagration, let alone one third. All of
the grass of Ha’Aretz is bad enough: if you’ve ever experienced grass
fires, you know what I’m talking about. More likely, grass is a
symbolism indicating the uncounted deaths of poor people, peasants:
trees are a symbolism for important people, the wealthy.

“The voice said, ‘Cry’. And he said, ‘What will | cry?’ “All
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower

of the field:” > — Psalm 129:6; Isaiah 40:6-8; James 1:11; 1
Peter 1:24



Rv. 8:8 - kot ho devtepog dyyehog ecdAmicey kot hog 6poc péyo mopi
Koopevov efANON €1 v Bdhaccay kol €yEveTo To Tpitov ¢ Bardcong
haipo

Rv. 8:8 - The second messenger trumpeted. [Something] as a great
mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea. The third of the
sea brought forth blood.

Rv. 8:9 - kot amé0avev 1o tpitov TV KTIsudtmv Tov v T Ourdoon To
Exovta Yuydc Kot To TPiTtov TV TAoimv otepdapncayv

Rv. 8:9 - The third of the creatures in the sea, those having souls died.
The third of the boats were wrecked.

Since Solomon and the Phoenicians, the Israelites/Jews had become
skilled sailors, and sea traders: mingling with Greeks and Romans in the
Mediterranean. One third of the Israelites/Jews at sea also died: their
boats lost at sea, or wrecked on the beach.

Rv. 8:10 - ko ho Tpitog dyyehog eGAATIOEY Kol ETEGEV EK TOL OLPAVOD
aoTNP UEYC KOOUEVOS N Aaumdc kot £mecey €ml TO TPITOV TV
TOTOU®VY Ko L TaG TNYAC TV huddtwmv

Rv. 8:10 - The third messenger trumpeted. A great star fell from the
heaven, burning as a lamp. It fell upon the third of the rivers, and upon
the springs of the waters.

31885 has amédave.



Rv. 8:11 - kot o dvopo Tov aotépoc Aéyetal ho ayivBog kat ey£veto 1o
Tpitov TV hvddtov ¢ aytvBov kol moAlol Tov avBporoy anébavov ek
TV hvddtov hot emkpdvOncav

Rv. 8:11 - The name of the star is called Absinthe. The third of the
waters brought forth [irte] Absinthe. Many of the people died from the
waters; since, they were soured.

The major fresh water systems were the feed waters for Galilee and the
Jordan. One third of those found there, also died. This is John’s class of
people: Galilean fishermen, and the like.

Rv. 8:12 - ko ho tétaptog dyyehog e6GATIGEY KoL ETA YT TO TPITOV TOV
hnAiov kot To TPiTOV TG GEANVIG Kol TO TPITOV TV acTEPMV hiva
okoTieOn o Tpitov awtdVv ko hn hnuépa un eavn to Tpitov avTiC Ko
hn vo& hopoimg

Rv. 8:12 - The fourth messenger trumpeted. The third of the sun, the
third of the moon, and the third of the stars was hit; so, that the third of
them would be darkened. The third of day would not be shined; the
night likewise.

The symbol of Joseph’s dream (Genesis 37:9 — sun, moon, stars) is
revisited: Israel’s reposed families in Hades are also cast into grief.
Today, we would say that Joseph was rolling or spinning in his grave.

The first four Trumpets indeed seem to be an apt, albeit very brief
analysis of the First Jewish-Roman war; which Josephus describes as
destroying roughly one-third of the population and characterized by
strife among the Jews themselves: Josephus speaks at length about the
various involvements of Israelite/Jewish factions throughout the seven



years long war... Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, Zealots, Sicarii, and
peasants. The people were often trampled underfoot by their own
factions.

However, the usual discussion of Israelite/Jewish factions is often trivial
in comparison with John’s analysis of the subject. It is not unusual to
find the topic end with Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians.... To
begin with, the very name of Israel suggests thirteen tribal factions, the
thirteenth being added when Jacob adopts Joseph’s two sons: they were
not always perfectly loving brothers. Secondly, the very term
Israel/Judah remembers the bitter division of the Davidic Kingdom as
the two form separate waring kingdoms, and lasting frenemies:
frenemies in that they were in and out of bizarre relationships; yet,
always in tension. Thirdly, the name Herodians really suggests at least
three factions: for, with the forced conversion of Edom, aka Idumea, to
Judaism, Herod did eventually win political control; many ldumeans
remained simply loyal Idumeans; other Idumeans fell in love with
Judaism to become sincere Idumean-Jews; there were doubtless other
smaller Idumean groups. Fourth, John lists trees and grass: the trees
probably being wealthy farmers, merchants, ranchers, and the like,
whose primary interest in life was remaining wealthy; the grass most
likely being peasants who were trying to survive as others made it their
practice to walk all over them, and trample them under foot. Fifth, other
factions come to mind as the Fire Horse Rider suggests a people that
were always fighting, even when a major war was not underway: gangs,
criminal elements, thieves, pickpockets, murderers, and more; the Black
Horse Rider suggests a hostile market place, where caveat emptor is
always in play, and people gripped their purses with vise-like
determination. Let us not forget the outcasts like Samaritans and tax
collectors. The fact that Levi was a tax collector, speaks of a person
who was either exceptionally greedy, or so very poor that he had to do
despicable work just to keep his family afloat. In short, Israel/Judah has
all of the terrors of any bad, complex, factious, criminally infested,



modern city. There is war in every street, with no police force adequate
to keep law and order.

Around 104 BC the Edomites, also called Idumeans, were conquered by
the Hasmoneans and forced to convert to Judaism.* Herod the Great was
the Idumean, who became the major political force in Judea, around 72
to 4 BC®, which lasted as a tetrarchy until around 6 AD, limited kingship
until 44 AD, and nominal kingship until it finally trickled to death
around 92 AD.®

The deaths of approximately one-third of the population of Israel” (the
land, the promised land, not the earth) seems to agree with our working
hypothesis, while refuting the opposite hypothesis.

The time frame, which is obviously first century, also seems to confirm
the working hypothesis, and refute the opposite hypothesis.

This is precious little, and hardly conclusive.

4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasmonean_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodian_dynasty
> https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the Great
® https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasmonean_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodian_dynasty

" «“According to Moshe David Herr's estimation, approximately one-third
of the Jewish population in Judaea perished during the revolt.” —
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War#cit
e_note-:48, Demographic consequences.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War#cite_note-:48
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War#cite_note-:48

The underlying causes of this turmoil, whether or not the Jewish-Roman
wars is harder to assess. Certainly, the multiplicity of factions is a
cause. Jealousy and strife with Greek and Roman cultures is also in
play: Judaism simply clashed with these cultures, ostensibly over
idolatry. However, the Israelites/Jews had their own idolatrous and
lascivious practices: more likely the prime motivation was the
underlying desire and jealousy over being an independent kingdom.
“We have always been free”” (John 8:33)! John raises an even greater
cause, which does not seem to be mentioned anywhere else: namely, the
rapid growth of Christianity. Which enraged the Pharisees especially.

Moreover, the more we examine the very diverse subject matter content
of these many verses, the less inclined we are to accept the idea that the
whole is best structured around the outline of Seven Trumpets. Rather,
John spends more time on divergent analyses (side tracks) found in three
woes than he does on the trumpets themselves; these side tracks seem to
happen because John’s logic structure demands their placement: but,
these side tracks seem otherwise unrelated to the Seven Trumpets
themselves. This is similar to the Four Horse Riders, that only seem to
introduce the bulk of the Seal topics, which are radically divergent. So,
we may be working with some kind of 4-7, or 4-3, or 4-3-7 unidentified
poetic or syntactical construct®.

Can we plausibly explain this? The following three trumpets, also
called, “Woes”, help our understanding. Verse 8:13 provides an
introductory note, as we turn again into another new dimension.

Rv. 8:13 - ko €idov kot (kovca hevoc aetod metouévou gv
LLEGOVPOVILLATL AEYOVTOG VT LEYAAN ovai, ovai, ovai, Tovg

8 For example: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quatrain



KOTOIKOVUVTOC ETTL TNC YNG EK TOV AOWTAOV POVAOV TNG COATLYYOC TV
TPLOV AYYEA®V TOV LEAAOVTOV GaATiley

Rv. 8:13 - | saw and | heard one eagle, soaring in midheaven, saying in a
great voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to those dwelling upon the land (g
yne, Ha’Aretz), from the remaining voices of the trumpets of the three
messengers waiting to trumpet.

Revelation 8:13 dramatically disrupts the continuity of Trumpets. John
himself, the great evangelist, is the Great Eagle, foretold by Ezekiel.
The Eagle introduces three Woes, indicating a different perspective or
topic among the Trumpets.

Revelation 9

Rv. 9:1 - ko ho méumrog dyyehog e6AATICEY KOl E100V AGTEPQ EK TOV
OVPOVOD TEXTMOKOTA EIC TNV YNV Kot £600M avtd hn yAeic Tov ppéatoc
¢ afvoGov

Rv. 9:1 - The fifth messenger trumpeted. | saw a star from the heaven
having fallen into the land (tnv ynv, Ha’Aretz). The key of the shaft of
the Abyss was given to him.

Elsewhere, stars have represented Israelite/Jewish tribal family headship,
and/or the leaders (Bishops?) of the Ekklesiae. This star holds a key, he
has authority, he either is Jesus, or he works for Jesus. Remember that
Jesus said, “all authority is given unto Me” (Matthew 28:18). This is
authority. Everybody knows that KJV made a silly blunder in
translating, e€ovoia, as power: eEovoia, means authority, not power.



Rv. 9:2 - ko voi&ev to ppéap TG afvocov Kat avEPN Kamvog EK TOV
epéatoc hmg kamvog kapivov peyding kot eokot®dn ho hiitoc kot ho
anp €K TOL KATVOD TOV PPENTOC

Rv. 9:2 - He opened the shaft of the Abyss. Smoke ascended from the
shaft as smoke from a great furnace. The sun and air was wrapped in
darkness from the smoke of the shaft.

Rv. 9:3 - ka1 ek Tov Kamvoy eENABOV akpideg €1 TNV YNV Kal €060
avtaig e€ovoia hmg &xovorv e€ovaiav hot okopmiot g yng

Rv. 9:3 - From the smoke Locusts came out into the land (tnv ynv,
Ha’Aretz). Authority was given to them, as the scorpions in the land
(tng yng, Ha’ Aretz) have authority.

The authority of an insect® is its ability to control its movements: in the
case of a scorpion, its ability to aim its sting.

Rv. 9:4 - ko gpp€O avtaic hivo un adikneovsty Tov YOPToV TNG YNG
0VOE AV YA®POV 0VOE IOV dEVOPOV €1 Un ToVg avBpdmovg hoitiveg ovk
Exyovotv TNV o@payida Tov 0ol eni TOV HETOTOV

Rv. 9:4 - It was told them that they will not tear up the grass of the land
(tng yng, Ha’Aretz), nor any greenery, nor any tree; except the people
who do not have the seal of God upon the foreheads.

% | do not know whether to scientifically classify a scorpion-locust-horse
as an arachnid, insect or mammal.



Rv. 9:5 - kot €6001 avtaic hiva un amokteivooty avtovg oAl hiva
BacavieOnocovtor upvog mévte kot ho facavicuds ovtmv hog
Bacavicudg okopmiov hotav maion avOpwmov

Rv. 9:5 - It was given to them that they could not kill them; but, they
will be tortured five months. Their torture [is] as a scorpion’s torture
whenever it would sting a person.

Rv. 9:6 - kou v Toug hmuépaug exeivoug {ntnoovotv hot avBpwmot tov
Oavatov Kal ov un upncoovcty avToVv Kot emtvurcovoty arobavely Kot
eevyet ho Bdvatog am avtOV

Rv. 9:6 - In those days, people will seek Thanatos. They will never,
ever find it. They will long to die. Thanatos flees from them.

Rv. 9:7 - kot ta hopowwuato tov akpidwv hopota hinmorig
hntoacuévolg €1g TOAEHOV Kat €l TOC KEQUAAS avTtdv hwg otépavot
hopotot ypvom kot ta TPpOcOTO VTV hwg TpdcwTO avOPOTWV

Rv. 9:7 - The likeness of the locusts [is] like horses having been
prepared for war. Upon their heads [are] as crowns like gold. Their
faces [are] as human faces.

Rv. 9:8 - ko elyovi® tpiyac hoc tpiyag yovaikdv kot hot 086vtec avtdv
hog Aedvtov noav

101885 has &iyowv.



Rv. 9:8 - They now have hair as women’s hair. Their teeth now are as
lion’s.

Rv. 9:9 - ko eiyov!! Odpaxac hog Odpokag 61dnpove kol hn povh Tov
ntepOYOV oT®V hog povi hapudtov hittov ToAAGV TpeydvVTOV €1g
TOAELLOV

Rv. 9:9 - They now have breastplates as iron breastplates. The voice of
their wings [is] as a voice of many chariots of horses running into war.

Rv. 9:10 - kot £xovotv ovpdc hopoiog cropmiolg Kot KEVIPA KoL EV TOUG
ovpaig avtdv hn e£ovoia aVTOV AdIKAGUL TOVS AVOPOTOVS UNVOC TEVTE

Rv. 9:10 - They have tails like scorpions, with stings also in their tails.
Their authority to hurt [the] people [is] five months.

Rv. 9:11 - éyovotv en avtov Paciiéa Tov ayyelov TG affvccov dvouo
avt® hePpaioti afadddv kot ev T heAAnvikn dvopa £yel ATOAAD®V

Rv. 9:11 - They have a king over them, the messenger of the Abyss. His
name in Hebrew [is] Abaddon. In [the] Greek, he has [the] name
Apollyon.

This is the Fifth Trumpet, also called the First Woe. It is also the first
half of the second or “B” stage of the giant poetic chiasm that John is
constructing. Perhaps the most remarkable feature of this symbolic
vision is its locust-scorpions, or are they grasshopper-scorpions, or are

111885 has ciyowv.



they horse-locust-scorpions, or are they bug sized horse-locust-
scorpions, or something else. Whatever they are, John is clearly
mocking them by overlaying the symbolism of an Egyptian locust
plague.

We spent many hours searching for ancient weapons that looked as if
they shot from a scorpion like tail mechanism. However, they all fail
one simple test: because their strike is lethal, not toxic and temporary.
Locusts and scorpions may have great personal authority: but, outside of
a mob or plague, they have little power.

“The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon
Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat
grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven,
till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails
like birds' claws.” — Daniel 4:33

Then we remembered that when Nebuchadnezzar, in pride, defied God,
he was taken by an animal kind of madness for a period of time.

Many of the Israelite/Jews have been living in defiance of God for just
about thirty-three years or more: since the Crucifixion and even before.
Many, like Paul, and other Pharisees, have taken it upon themselves to
judge Christians guilty of blasphemy and punish them by stoning to
death: but, this has to be ripping families and dear lifelong friendships to
pieces... all do not agree with the judgment of blasphemy and “legal”
sentence of death. Guilt and grief grow in the general populace and in
the murderers until they are struck with a five-months madness as a
result of the prayers of the martyred saints and God’s concluding
judgment in the hot ashes. Even though their madness is temporary;
their resultant actions are not temporary: in their increasing madness,
they kill even all the more. No longer able to kill Christians, they start



to murder each other. As their madness accelerates they demand free
nationhood: they begin to ambush, trap, and slaughter smaller Roman
units. This, Nebuchadnezzar like, madness now engulfs thousands,
perhaps millions of people: not just one.

These are people: with human faces; long hair; crowns like gold, but not
real gold; breastplates like iron, but not real iron; all their features are
false imitations of something real. In their madness, they follow Satanic
leadership. Life under these conditions is Hell in the land: there is not
even any escape in death. The Romans will only put up with this out-of-
control behavior for so long.

The fact that the grass (peasants) and trees (wealthy) are to remain
unharmed seems to indicate that this Fifth Trumpet predates the First
Trumpet chronologically.

Rv. 9:12 - hn ovai hn pio amABev 1800 £pyetal €Tt dVO oval LETA TavTO

Rv. 9:12 - The one woe passed away. Look! Yet two [more] woe[s]
come[s] with these [things].

The Fifth Trumpet introduced demonic involvement, or possibly
Herodian involvement, described as a demonic plague of insects (a
lesser power?). If Herod Agrippa II ((?)-92/100)*2, he is described as

12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herodian_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Archelaus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Agrippa



ascending out of the Abyss (Gehenna (?)); he is called Abaddon
(Hebrew: destruction, doom) or Apollyon (Greek), which is possibly to
imply Satan. The comparison of Herod with Satan, or Satan with Herod
IS indeed sarcastic: since Herod is reported to have fled around 66 AD, it
is unlikely that he is the acting leader. So, we are tempted to believe that
John may be talking about Satan himself: which seems to have little to
do with the earthly War of the Jews. So, finally, we conclude that the
Fifth Trumpet describes the Israelite/Jewish mental estate as irrational,
demon possessed, and warring factions: which, like the plagues in
Egypt, like grasshoppers or locusts, they have no real leader, they just
leave destruction everywhere in their wake. Indeed, we are inclined to
believe that as many or more Jews were killed by other Jews, than by
Romans.

The Second Woe has arrived.

Rv. 9:13 - kot ho héktoc dyyeloc ecdimicey Kot Kovso POVAV piay ek
TOV KEPATMOV TOL BuclacsTnPiov TOL YPVGOV TOL EVOTIOV TOL OE0D

Rv. 9:13 - The sixth messenger trumpeted. | heard one voice from the
horns of the golden altar before [the] God,

Rv. 9:14 - Aéyovta o hékto ayyélm ho éxmv v cdAmtyyo AVGoV TOVG
TECGOPOS AYYELOVG TOVG OEOEUEVOVC ETL TM TOTAUD T UEYAA® EVQPAETN

Rv. 9:14 - saying to the sixth messenger, the one having the trumpet,
release the four messengers, having been confined at the great river
Euphrates.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Agrippa_ll



Is this the same release as that of the four winds (Revelation 7:1)? This
supports the previous note, “The fact that the grass and trees are to
remain unharmed seems to indicate that this Fifth Trumpet predates the
First Trumpet chronologically.” So, the Sixth Trumpet may coincide
chronologically with the deaths of the first four trumpets. We might
even ask if the four messengers being released are also the same as the
first four trumpeteers?

Rv. 9:15 - ko eAvOnoav hot técoapeg dyyedot hot hntoacuévor gig
™mv hopav Kot hnuépav Kot pqva Kot eviantov hiva amokteivootv 1o
TPiTOV TOV AvOpOT®V

Rv. 9:15 - The four messengers, having been prepared for the hour, day,
month, and year, were released, so that they could kill a third of the
people.

Here is another repetition of that one-third theme (Revelation 8:7, 8, 9,
10, 11, 12 and now again 9:15) that might equal five or six thirds (if this
describes an addition). Annihilation of 160 to 200% of a population is a
mathematical absurdity, an impossibility. One-third is the sum of total
destruction in Chapters 8-14. This second woe is the coming of the
Romans to put down the Israelite/Jewish insurrection. This is the Sixth
Trumpet, also called the Second Woe. It is also the third or “C” stage of
the giant poetic chiasm that John is constructing.

Rv. 9:16 - kot ho ap1Oudc tov otpoatevpdtov Tov himiko
Siopvpadect® pup1ddwv fkovoo Tov apOpdY oVTMOV

131885 has d1c pvprédec.



Rv. 9:16 - The number of the soldiers, [and] of the cavalry: two myriads,
[and] one myriad, | heard their number.

The syntax used here does not differ from similar uses:

T pvpiédec (nominative plural) popradwv (genitive plural), ko

T yadeg (nominative plural) yimadwv (genitive plural),

T Siouvpradeg (nominative plural) popradwv (genitive plural)
However, it seems evident that the ancients used numbers differently
than we do: for us, numbers are separated in sets of thousands:

T one thousand
+ one million
+ one billion

It does not appear to us that this is the case in Greek: a popiéoeg is a new
number, not ten yumadeg. The nominative followed by the genitive does
not necessarily mean that the two are to be multiplied: one hundred
million and one million. The first two sets above do not continue the
multiplication to one hundred trillion: for the sets are parted with, kau,
which is often a full stop of some kind in both Greek and in Hebrew.

The third set begins with ap1Budg tov otpatevpdatwv (genitive plural)
Tov hurmucov (genitive singular).

T In the first place, we cannot multiply stpatevpdrov by hitmikov.

T In the second place, otpatevpdtov himmkov, which are/is
OLGLVPLAdEC LupLadmy, IS not the same thing as popddeg
LVPLEO®V OF YIAASES YIAAOWV

Why is a plural followed by a singular? Because, diopopiddeg is a
plural; but, popradwv is really singular conceptually. 1 do not fully



understand why the singular hituco is associated with popiadwvi4, if
uvptadmv is not singular conceptually, because there is only one of
them.

Our conclusion is that otpatevudrtmv applies directly to dicpvpiédec and
means four legions; while, hizmikov applies directly to popradwv.

When we understand that units of horse might count grooms, riders, and
spare horses, we begin to see how such large numbers of 2500 per legion
could represent a more common cavalry unit of 300. Cavalry enter and
continue battle at full gallop: we expect that after a very brief period, the
cavalry must change horses. Extra grooms are necessary to prep the
second horse; rub down, feed, water, and rest the first horse: third and
fourth horses may be required. The number given, pvoptadov, is the full
count necessary to support four fully equipped legions. Optionally,
cavalry were not the only horse units in a Roman legion. The secular
statistics are changing and uncertain: but, there is no reason to doubt
John’s report.’®

Rv. 9:17 - ko hovtwg €idov Tovg himmovg ev ™ hopdoet kot Tovg
KaOnuUéEvoug el antdv £yoviag Ompakag Tupivovg kot hvakivdivoug kot
Oewmoelc kot hat kepalai twv hittov hog kepalal AedVT®V Kot €K TOV
OTOUATOV OVTAOV EKTOPEVETAL TLP KOl KATVOS Ko Oglov

14 Unless pvpradov can also be some remote form of nominative
singular, or is a scribal error replacing pvpiég, the nominative singular
with popradov.

15 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_legion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_cavalry



Rv. 9:17 - Thus, | saw the horses in the vision. Those sitting upon them,
having breastplates: fiery, blue, and sulfur. The heads of the horses [are]
as heads of lions. From their mouths poured forth fire, smoke, and
sulfur.

Rv. 9:18 - and tov tpidv TANY®V T00TOV ancktdvOncay to Tpitov tmv
avOpOTOV €K TOL TVPHS KAl TOV KATVoD Kot Tov Bgiov Tov
EKTOPEVOUEVOD EK TMOV GTOUATOV VTV

Rv. 9:18 - From these three plagues the third of the people were killed,
from the fire, smoke, and sulfur pouring forth from their mouths:

Rv. 9:19 - hn yap e€ovoia tov hittov ev T 6TOUATL AVTOV EGTIV KOL £V
TG OVPAG ATV hat yap ovpal avtdv hopotatl dpecty Exovcat
KEQPAAAS KOL EV ALTOUC OTKOVGLY

Rv. 9:19 - for, the authority of the horses is in their mouths and in their
tails: for, their tails [are] like snakes having heads. With these they
harm.

The Israelites/Jews had mental scorpion weapons and other
representations of reality. Perhaps this was wishful thinking, flowing
from their madness: in any case, their wounds were not terminal and
recovery took place in five months. The Romans had real scorpion like
weapons®® that delivered lethal blows: some of these fired from the fore

16 Many of these weapons had a real, scorpion like kick, which earned
them the name and reputation of scorpions: their shape didn’t hurt the
name either.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scorpio_(weapon)



position (mouths), and others from the aft position (tails). The Romans
also had real horses: whereas, the Israelites/Jews appear to have
imaginary horses, or donkeys, or something else that also resembled
grasshoppers.

Rv. 9:20 - kot hot Aouroi Tv avOpodmwv hot ovk amektavOncoay v tong
TANYOIC TOVTOLG OV LETEVON GOV EK TOV EPYWOV TOV XEPOV avT®V hiva un
TPOCKLVI|GOLGLY TO, dOLUOVIN KOl TO EI0MAN T ¥PLOA KO TOL OPYVPA Kol
ToL YOAKE Ko Ta AiBva kot o EAva hd obte PAETEY SOvavToL oVTE
OKOVELWV OVTE TEPITATELV

Rv. 9:20 - The rest of the people, who were not killed in these plagues,
neither repented of the works of their hands, so that they will not
prostrate to the demons: the gold, silver, brass, stone and wood idols,
which neither [have] power to look, nor to hear, nor to walk around.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torsion_siege_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onager_(weapon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballista
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polybolos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxybeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gastraphetes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catapult

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mounted_archery#:~:text=Horse%?20arche
ry%20first%20developed%20during,0f%20the%?20early%?20lranian%20
peoples.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early _thermal weapons



Rv. 9:21 - ka1 ov HETEVONGAV EK TOV POVOV OVTAOV OVTE EK TOV
QUPUAK®V OVTOV 0VTE EK TNC TOPVEILNC AVTMOV OVTE EK TOV KAEUUAT®V
AVTOV

Rv. 9:21 - They repented not of their murders, their sorceries, their
fornication, nor their thefts.

The Sixth Trumpet speaks of releasing four angels (messengers), and
Vespasian does come with four legions to crush the Jewish rebellion,
which thus far has resisted Roman authority. Again, both Josephus and
John emphasize that about one-third of the population will be
annihilated: we ought not see this as one-third plus one-third plus one-
third, but rather as one-third overall.

The armies numbered at, 200,000,000, is absurdly excessive: even out of
a world population of eight billion. 200,000 would be a more reasonable
size; possible causes of John’s apparent exaggeration might be: textual
error, could include invisible angelic/demonic armies, world population
could be intended. This is why we believe that John is really writing
about twenty-thousand personnel of infantry units, and ten-thousand
member horse units, both horses and people.

John writes of repentance, which would seem to be an idea foreign to
Josephus, except as he applies it to the Idumeans. The very pro-Roman,
Herod Agrippa II, evidently fled the war soon after Israelite/Jewish
factions took Jerusalem. Later, some Idumeans!’ were tricked into

17 Clearly the Idumeans are not a homogenous group. The Herodians
were strongly allied with the Romans. Some others of the Idumeans are
loyal Jews, sympathetic with some of the other Israelite/Jewish factions
in Jerusalem: possibly most of the bulk of 20,000 Idumeans, 8,400



entering the war at Jerusalem, only to discover that the Romans were
still there: after a fairly heavy death toll, they evidently disengaged and
returned to Idumea.!8

Revelation 10

Rv. 10:1 - ko1 €idov dAAov ayyelov 16 vpov Katafaivovto €K TOV
ovpavov mepIPePAnUEVOV ve@éANV Kot hn ipig el TNV KEQOAY 0WTOV
Kot to Tpdommov avtob hwg ho hiylog kot hot Tddeg avtov hwg otdrot
TUPOG

Rv. 10:1 - | saw another mighty messenger descending from the heaven
having been wrapped [in] a cloud. An [the] iris [is] upon His head. His
face [is] as the sun. His feet [are] as pillars of fire:

This is Jesus, now emerging victorious over Israel/Judah and Rome.

Rv. 10:2 - ka1 &xov ev et avtov Piprapidiov nvemyuévov kot
£€0nkev tov oo avTOoL TOV 0610V Emi TNG BaAdGoN G TOV dE EVAVLLOV

eni TG YNG

Rv. 10:2 - having in His hand a booklet having been opened. He put his
right foot upon the sea; but, the left upon the land (g yng, Ha’ Aretz).

Zealots, and thousands of Sicarii were killed. Still other Idumeans are
only loyal to Idumea.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War
18 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War



His feet are on sea and land, not on land only: He rules the whole world,
not parts and pieces of it.

Rv. 10:3 - xou ékpatev oovn peydin hoonep Aémv pokdtor ko hote
gxpoaéev ehaAnoav hat hemtd Bpoviai toc heavtov povAc

Rv. 10:3 - He cried out with a great voice as when a lion roars. When
He cried out, the seven thunders spoke [in] their own voices.

“The Lion has roared, who will not fear? The LORD God has
spoken, who can but prophesy?” — Amos 3:8

Rv. 10:4 - ko hote ehdAncav hot hertd Bpovrai fueAlov ypapewy Kot
NKOVGO, POVIV €K TOL 0VPAVOD Aéyovsav 6epayicov hé ehdAncay hot
hentd Bpovtad kol un avtd ypayng

Rv. 10:4 - When the seven thunders spoke, | was about to write. | heard
a voice from the heaven saying, “Seal what the seven thunders spoke.
You should not write them.”

Rv. 10:5 - ko ho dyyelog hov €idov heotmdta emti g Baddoong kot el
NG YNG NPEV TNV XEIPA VTOV TNV OEELAY E1C TOV OVPAVOV

Rv. 10:5 - The messenger which | saw having stood upon the sea and
upon the land (tn¢ yng, Ha’ Aretz), raised his right hand to the heaven.



Rv. 10:6 - kot dpocev ev o {OVTL €1 TOVG AIOVOS TOV @V hog
EKTIGEV TOV 0VPAVOV KOl TOL EV ALTM K01 TNV YNV KoL T €V vt "Ko tnv
Bdracoay kot o ev ovti hott ypdvoc ovkétt otar

Rv. 10:6 - He vowed to the One Living into the ages of the ages, Who,
created the heaven and the [things] in him; the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz)
and the [things] in her; the sea and the [things] in her; since, time will be
no more.

The Son vowed to the Father.

Rv. 10:7 - aA) ev Toug hnuépaig e ewvng tov hefddpov ayyélov hotav
LEAAN caAmilewv kot eteAéobn To puotiplov tov B0 g sunyyélicey
T0VG heawtov 60VA0VE TOVG TPOPNTOG

Rv. 10:7 - But, in the days of the voice of the seventh messenger,
whenever he is about to trumpet. The mystery of God is finished, as He
proclaimed to His own servants the prophets.

In what sense is the mystery of God finished? Is it finished simply
because He said so? Or, is He introducing the singular finishing event
with a great deal of fanfare, including all the rest of Chapter 10, and the
opening events of Chapter 11.

19 The uncertainty brackets were removed because confirmation was
found at RP, SBL & TH.



Rv. 10:8 - kou hn eovi hiv fikovea ek Tov ovpavod TEAY Aakovcoy
LEeT epov kot Aéyovoav homaye Adfe to PifAiov To nvewyuévoy v
YEP1 TOL ayyéAov Tov heatmtoc emi TG Baddoong kot eml TG YNNG

Rv. 10:8 - The voice which I heard from the heaven, is talking with me
again, saying, “Go! Take the book having been opened in the hand of
the messenger having stood upon the sea and upon the land (g yng,
Ha’Aretz).”

John is to receive part of the Word and words of God, part of the Bible.
Does he mean the Gospel of John, the three letters, as well as
Revelation? He doesn’t say. Even so, here is another indication of the
direct Divine involvement in the writing of Scripture without dictation:
John will find it necessary to eat and digest, before he interprets. So
also, must we eat and digest, before we can learn from the Holy Spirit.

Rv. 10:9 - ka1 amABa Tpog Tov dyyelov AEY@V avt®d doVVaLl Lol TO
BiBrapidtov ko AEyet pot AaPe ko Katdeaye avTod Kot TIKPAVEL GOV TNV
KOOV 0AA €V T oTOHTL 60V £6Tal YAVKD hwg puélt

Rv. 10:9 - | came to the messenger telling Him to give me the booklet.
He tells me, “Take and devour it. It will sour your belly; but, in your
mouth it will be sweet as honey.”

Rv. 10:10 - xou éAapov to BifAapidiov ek TG YEPOS TOL ayyELOL Kot
KATEQOYOV aTd Kal NV €V T oTOpaTl” Lov hwg péAl yYAvkd kot hote
Eparyov avTo emkpavon hn kodio pov

Rv. 10:10 - | took the booklet from the hand of the messenger. |
devoured it. It is now in my mouth as honey sweet. When | ate it, my
belly was soured.



The Bible was sweet to John’s taste: but it “set fire” to his belly. If your
Bible studies do not result in acid stomach pain, they have not proceeded
far enough. If there is no “fire” in your belly, don’t preach.

Rv. 10:11 - xou Aéyovoiv” pot 0€l o€ TAALY TPoPNTEVGAL EML AaOiC Ko
£€Bveoty Kal YAOGGalc kKot factledoty mToALoig

Rv. 10:11 - They tell me, “It is bound for you to prophesy again about
many peoples, nations, languages, and kings.”

This is Jesus, another messenger, not one of the original Seven. Chapter
10 seems to introduce an entirely new idea: perhaps suggesting that the
entire force of Rome and the madness of Israelite factions are opposed
by One thing: The Word of God, giving the words of God to a single
evangelist.

The Seven Thunders are not disclosed, indicating that there are new
mysteries that lie ahead. However, the Seventh Trumpet will conclude
the mysteries of the (Old Testament?) prophets. John is told that he
must prophesy again. Is this telling us plainly that whatever follows the
Seventh Trumpet will be prophetic: fulfilled after John has died?

Revelation 11

Rv. 11:1 - ko €060 pot kdAapoc houotog hpafdm Aéymv Eyelpe kot
LETPNGOV TOV VOOV TOL 000 Kot T0 BLCIOGTIPLOV KOl TOVG
TPOGKLVOVVTAC EV OVTM

Rv. 11:1 - A staff like reed was given to me, saying, “Get up. Measure
the Temple of God; the altar; and those prostrating in her.



Rv. 11:2 - ko1 v avAnv v £€mOev ToL vaoL EkPare EEmOeV Ko un
avtVv petpnong hott e660n toig €Bveotv kat v wOAY Vv hayiov
TOTHOOLGLY UNVOG TecoEPAKOVTA [Ko] S0

Rv. 11:2 - Throw out [the] external court, external to the temple. You
should not measure it; since, it was given to the nations. They will tread
the holy city forty-two months.

This idea of a new prophetic commission from God continues in Chapter
11 where John measures Herod’s Temple and finds it spiritually
insufficient: but this will not become clear until we see the
measurements of the Heavenly Temple for comparison. What we do see
clearly is that measurement means moral evaluation, the precedent to
judgment. The Temple is being “weighed in the balances and found
wanting” (Daniel 5:27).

Rv. 11:3 - ka1 d®o® 1015 VGV HEPTLGY OV Kol TPOPTTEVGOVGLY
hmuépag yhiog dakooiag heénrovta mepiPefAnuévouvg olkkovg

Rv. 11:3 - I will give My two witnesses. They will prophesy a thousand
two hundred sixty days, having been wrapped in sackcloths.

Rv. 11:4 - hovtot g16iv hot 600 ghaiot ko hat §Ho Avyvion har?® evmiov
TOL KLPIOL TN YNNG ECTMTEG

20 The uncertainty brackets were removed because confirmation was
found at RP, SBL & TH.



Rv. 11:4 - These are the two olive trees; the two lampstands; those
having stood before the Lord of the land (tn¢ yng, Ha’ Aretz).

Two olive trees or two lampstands join with John in the resistance of
evil: but, no one has ever identified these two definitively. Exactly what
these things have to do with the Second Woe, the Sixth Trumpet is
difficult to know: they do offer words of encouragement in the midst of
a very bleak landscape. Micah and Amos both suffered martyrdom; but,
both are thought to have been buried: how soon after their deaths, we do
not know. —
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lives_of the Prophets#.~:text=Micah%?3
A%20said%20t0%20be%200f,1aid%20in%20his%20birth%2Dland.

We have no idea who these olive tree, lampstand, witnesses are (1 Kings
6:32; Zechariah 4:3, 6, 11-14). Zechariah suggests that these are two
supernatural messengers that serve at the pleasure of the Holy Spirit.
These are symbolized in the Oracle, either by the angels carved on the
Ark, or by the Royal Doors enclosing the Ark. These are draped or
wrapped in sackcloth because of grief over the war in progress.

In either case, every single confession and prayer is given at the Brazen
Altar as a burn offering; these confessions and prayers are then carried
past the Royal Doors before the angels carved on the Ark, and into the
golden altar, where every confession and prayer was offered up to God.
Symbolically the carved doors and the carved angels heard every
confession and prayer. In all reality, the two supernatural messengers,
the realities behind these symbols, also heard every confession and
prayer. Humans could and did destroy the symbols: but they could not,
and did not destroy the supernatural realities or limit their powers.

“The angel that talked with me came again, and awakened
me, as a man that is awakened out of his sleep. He said to



me, ‘What do you see?’ | said, ‘I have looked, and behold a
candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and
seven lamps on it, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which
are upon the top of it; two olive trees by it, one on the right
side of the bowl, and the other on the left side of it.’

“So, | asked and spoke to the angel that talked with me,
saying, ‘What are these, my lord?’ Then the angel that talked
with me answered and said to me, ‘Don’t you know what
these are?” And | said, ‘No, my lord’. Then he answered and
spoke to me, saying, ‘This is the Word of the LORD to
Zerubbabel, saying, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit”, says the LORD of Hosts. Who are you, O great
mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain: and
he will bring forth the headstone thereof with shouting,
crying, “Grace, grace unto it” .

“Moreover, the Word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this
house; his hands shall also finish it; and you will know that
the LORD of Hosts has sent Me to you: for, who has despised
the day of small things? For, they will rejoice, and will see
the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven;
they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through
the whole land (v yfjv, Ha’ Aretz).

“Then I asked, and said to him, ‘What are these two olive
trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left
side thereof?’ | asked again, and said unto him, ‘What are
these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes
empty the golden oil out of themselves?’

“He answered me and said, ‘Don’t you know what these
are?” And I said, ‘No, my lord.” Then he said, ‘These are the
two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”
— Zechariah 4



Jesus is often accompanied by heavenly messengers: Genesis 18:2;
Matthew 17:3; Mark 9:4. We do not know definitively, who these two
messengers are: but, the text makes very clear exactly what their
message is.

Rv. 11:5 - ka1 €1 T1¢ avtovg BEAEL adiKn oot Tup EKTOPEVETOL EK TOV
oTOUATOG ALTMV Kol Kateshict Tovg £x0povc avtdv Kot €1 Tig Behnon
avTov¢ adtknoot hovtme det avtdv amokTovOnvarl

Rv. 11:5 - If any [one] wishes to harm them, fire pours forth from their
mouths. It devours their adversaries. If any [one] would wish to harm
them, thus they are bound to be killed.

Rv. 11:6 - hobvtot £yovoy v eovaiav Kheicat Tov ovpovov hiva un
hvetdg Bpéyn tac hnuépoag g Tpoenreiag avtdv Kot eEovaiay Egovoty
ent Tov hvddrtov otpépey avtd €1 haipa kot Tatdéot Ty ynv ev o
iy hoodkig edv OeAowoty

Rv. 11:6 - These have the authority to lock the heaven, so that moisture
could not fall [in] the days of their prophecies. They have authority over
the waters, to turn them into blood; to strike the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz)
with every plague, as often as, [#] they would wish.

Rv. 11:7 - ko hétav teAéowaoty v paptopiov ovtov To Onpiov t0
avofaivov ek TG afHGCOV TOMGEL HET AV TOV TOAELOV KOl VIKNOEL
0LTOVG KOl OTOKTEVEL ALTOVG

Rv. 11:7 - Whenever they would finish their testimony, Therion Zero,
coming up from the Abyss, will wage war with them; will overcome
them; and will kill them.



A supernatural beast, which we have named Therion Zero did kill them,
which we believe to be Satan himself, does kill them.

Rv. 11:8 - ka1 10 ttopo avt®v €Nl TG TAATEING TNE TOAEMC TNG UEYAANG
hntic kodeitanl Tvevpatikdg cddoua Kot aiyvrtog homov kat ho kbprog
AVTOV ECTAVPMON

Rv. 11:8 - Their fallen [bodies] [will lie], on the plateau of the great city,
which is called spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was
crucified.

We think it reprehensible to think of dead bodies lying in the street: but,
these supernatural bodies are not normally visible. Their symbols are
very visible: but nobody pays much attention when two wooden objects
are left lying on the ground. Israelite/Jewish factions are now fighting
inside the temple: they will accidentally or deliberately set the Temple
on fire and burn it down. It seems that the Romans were commanded
not to touch the Temple, they would if they could, use it for the worship
of Caesar and Zeus: the Romans are falsely accused of the Temple’s
destruction.

Sodom and Egypt are most likely pejorative terms for Israel:
condemning Israelite licentiousness and idolatry. The former is not
openly known. The latter is apparent: for, clay idols by the thousands
litter nearly every archaeological space. Therefore, Israelite claims of
monotheism are duplicitous at best: for, Israelites only became
monotheistic when they were forced into a corner, when it became
advantageous for them to do so.

This city is very clearly and specifically identified as Jerusalem.



Rv. 11:9 - ka1 PAETOVGLY €K TOV AQOV KOl GUADV KOl YADCGOV KoL
eBvav 1o TTOua avTOV hnuépac Tpelg Kot Moy Kot To TTOUOTE dVTOV
ovk apiovotv Tednvar e1g pvnua

Rv. 11:9 - Those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations see their
fallen [bodies] three and a half days. They do not allow their fallen
[bodies] to be put in a grave.

Nobody gives much attention to fallen wooden trash in a war, do they?
These bodies may not even have been recognizable.

Rv. 11:10 - ka1 hot kotokobvTeg €l TG YNNG YOIPOVOIV ET OVTOIC Kol
gvEpoivovTal Kol dmpa TERYoLSty aAinAolg hott hovtot hot 6o
TPOPTTOUL ERACAVICOV TOVC KOTOIKOVVTOG EML TNG YNG

Rv. 11:10 - Those inhabiting [apen] the land (tng ync, Ha’Aretz) rejoice
over them. They are gladdened. They will send gifts to each other;
since, these two prophets afflicted those inhabiting [¢per] the land (tnc
041 [ s EWAN (S VA

We do not understand why the destruction of the Temple was cause for
celebration. Were the Israelites/Jews that far gone in idolatry and
lasciviousness?



Rv. 11:11 - xou petd toc?! tperc hnuépog kot hipov mvevpa {ong ek tov
Beov elomABev [ev] awtoic kKo Eotnoay el Tovg TOOOG AVTOV Kot POog
LYo enEmecey ent TOLG BePOVVTAC AVTOVC

Rv. 11:11 - With the three and a half days, a spirit of life from God
entered into them. They stood upon their feet. Great fear fell upon
those watching them.

The realities of the two witnesses are brought back to life. Does this
mean that the symbols were also resurrected? Since a symbol is
activated by its reality, the resurrected realities may have simply picked
up their fallen symbols and ascended with them.

Rv. 11:12 - ko1 jKovsav ¢mvNg LEYAANG EK TOV OLPOVOD AEYOVONG
avtoic avapote hdde katl avéPnoav €1¢ ToV oLPAVOV €V TN VEQEAT Kol
eBempnoav awtovc hot gxBpoi avtdv

Rv. 11:12 - They heard a great voice from the heaven saying to them,
“Come up here.” They ascended into the heaven in the cloud. Their
enemies pondered over them.

They ascend after three and a half days (Matthew 27:63; Mark 13:2;
Luke 24:46; John 2:19-21). Evidently, Jesus’ words have more than one
adumbration. In a few verses we will see that the Ark is already in
Heaven. The Ark disappeared from Jerusalem around 586 BC: the
Second Temple never had an Ark... not the real one.

21 The uncertainty brackets were removed because confirmation was
found at RP, SBL & TH.



John constructs a sizable chiasm: A. the victory of Christ’s 144,000
evangelists over Judaism; B. the tares as the locust plague; C. the Roman
legions; D. Christ’s Victory partially carried out in John’s Prophetic
Ministry; E. Christ’s Witnesses, the Earthly Temple Destroyed; E. The
Heavenly Temple Opened (chapter 4 continued); D. Eve’s Victory over
Satan; C. the Roman legions; B. the tares as the imitation Lamb; A. the
victory of Christ’s 144,000 evangelists over Judaism.

Did you see it?

The is the absolute pinnacle of Chapters 8 through 14. This chiasm
points directly at it. Yet, we can easily read past these verses and miss
the whole point.

This is the proof for which we have been looking.

“Their fallen [bodies] [will lie], on the plateau of the great
city, which is called spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, where
also their Lord was crucified.” — Revelation 11:8

There is only one temple to destroy in Jerusalem, Herod’s Temple, the
so-called Second Temple. Here is absolute proof that refutes our
opposite hypothesis, and sustains our positive hypothesis: it is not often
that one finds such a proof with 100% probability. Both John, in
Chapters 8 through 14, and Josephus were writing about the First
Jewish-Roman war.

Do you see it now?



“With the three and a half days, a spirit of life from God
entered into them. They stood upon their feet. Great fear fell
upon those watching them. They heard a great voice from
the heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” They ascended
into the heaven in the cloud.” — Revelation 11:11-12

The Passover (Pascha, Pesach), the death of the Innocent Lamb parallels
the Crucifixion of Jesus. Pentecost, with the giving of the Law parallels
the coronation of Jesus and the sending of the Spirit (Acts 2). The very
next step is entering into the promised land. Only Joshua and Caleb
obeyed and respected this promise; the rest wandered in the wilderness
for forty years; the elder, unbelieving generation died; the younger,
believing generation crossed the Jordan at flood stage with dry feet by a
miracle. This is similar to crossing the Jordan: the whole of the
promised land (Ha’Aretz) has just left earth and moved to heaven. The
doors of the Oracle are open and the Ark can be seen. Unbelievers are
left behind. Believers will cross a new Jordan, the gateway of death
before they can enter the new promised land.

Now you see it!

“The Lord is my shepherd; I will not want. He makes me to
lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside the still
waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake. Yes, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil:
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies: You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my
life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” —
Psalm 23 (22 LXX)



The twenty third Psalm is made reality before my very eyes. Christ has
gone through the valley before me. The Ark was already there, before
Him to receive Him (Revelation 4 and 5). The Royal Doors of the
Oracle are now in place; open; ready to receive and welcome those
crossing the Valley of Death, symbolized by the Jordan, by the power of
the Spirit: they believe.

Jesus had ascended into heaven. Now His bride’s home is prepared.
The Heavenly gates are open to receive her.

Rv. 11:13 - ka1 v ekeivn ) hopa eyEveTo GEIGUOG UEYOS KOt TO OEKATOV
NG TOAEMG EMEGEV KAl AMEKTAVONGAV EV T GEICUDO OVOLATO VOpOT®V
yiMadeg hemtd kot hot Aowroi Epugofor eyévovto kat Edwkay d6Eav T
Be® TO0V OVPOAVOD

Rv. 11:13 - In that hour, a great shaking was brought forth. The tenth of
the city fell. Seven thousand notable people were killed in the shaking.
The rest came forth terrified. They gave glory to the God of heaven.

Evidently, some Christian believers are still alive in earthly Jerusalem.
This is pure woe for Israel/Judah. The Temple has been destroyed. But,
this is pure joy for those ascending Jacob’s Ladder into Paradise.

Rv. 11:14 - hn ovai hn devtépa ammABev 1000 hn ovai hn Tpitn EpyeTon
TV

Rv. 11:14 - The second woe passed away. Look! The third woe comes
quickly!



The Second Woe ends with the destruction of Jerusalem.

Rv. 11:15 - ka1 ho héBdopog dyyehog ecddmioey Kot £YEVOVTO @MVOL

ueyalat v T ovpaved Aéyoviec eyéveto hn Paciieio Tov KOGUOV TOV
Kupiov hnuov Kot Tov YP1eTon AV TOL Kot PACIAEDGEL E1C TOVE LOVOG
TOV QLOVOV

Rv. 11:15 - The seventh messenger trumpeted. Great voices were
brought forth in the heaven, singing, “The kingdom of the cosmos, of
our Lord, and of His Christ, was brought forth. He will reign into the
ages of the ages.

The Third Woe is a declarative statement of Christ’s dominance. “The
stone which the builders rejected has been made the head stone of the
corner” (Psalms 118:22/117 LXX; Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke

20:17; Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:7). It is also the Seventh Trumpet, and the E
level of John’s gigantic chiasm.

The significance of the earthly Temple’s destruction and the Heavenly
Temple’s unveiling, discloses the reign of Christ to the earth. What was
made clear to us in Revelation 5, is now declared on earth.

Rv. 11:16 - xat hot gikoot téocapeg mpeoPitepor hoi?? evimiov tov 000
KoM uevol emi Toug BpOVOLC ALTMOV £TEGAY €M TAL TPOCMOTO CLTMOV KO
TPOCEKLVIGAV TO OE®

22 The uncertainty brackets were removed because confirmation was
found at RP, SBL & TH.



Rv. 11:16 - The twenty-four presbyters, [these] sitting upon their thrones
before [the] God, fell down upon their faces. They prostrated before
[the] God,

Rv. 11:17 - Aéyovteg evyaprotoduey” oot kOple ho Bed¢c ho Tavtokpdatwp
ho @wv ko ho v hott eiineog v dHvapy’ Gov v peyaAnv Kot
ePacilevcag

Rv. 11:17 - singing, “We thank You, Lord, [the] God, [the] Almighty;
the One Being; the Now Is: since, You have received Your great power.
You reigned.

Rv. 11:18 - ka1 ta £6vn @pyicOncav kot (ABev hn opyn cov ko ho
KopOG TOV VEKP®V Kp1nval Kat dovuvor tov LeOov To1g d00A01S GOV
TOIC TPOPNTOIG Kot To1¢ haryiolg Kot toi1g poPovuévolg To dvopo” Gov
TOLG WKPOVS KOl TOVG PEYAAOVE Ko dtaupOeipat Tovg otapbeipovtag tnv
mv

Rv. 11:18 - The nations were enraged. [But], Your wrath came: the time
of the dead to be judged; to give wages to Your servants: the prophets;
the saints; those fearing Your name; [both] the small and the great; and
to destroy those destroying the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz).

Psalm 2 is invoked again: always against Israel/Judah.

They are accused of destroying the land, not the earth: this is not about
the destruction of a green planet, or conservation. This is about
disrespect to the King of kings, and Lord of lords: having denied Him,
He now denies them. In their madness, they are no match for the
Romans, and Jesus does not protect them: since, they denied Him.



Rv. 11:19 - kot voiyn ho vadg Tov B0b ho ev o ovpavd kot dedn hn
KIB®OTOS TNC S100N KNS aVTOV €V TM VOO OWTOV KO EYEVOVTO OGTPOTTO
Kol eovod ko Bpovrai Kot celepdg Kot ydhalo peydin

Rv. 11:19 - The Temple of [the] God, in heaven was opened. The Ark
of His Covenant was seen in His Temple. Beams of light, sounds,
thunders, shaking, and great hail were brought forth.

In what sense, can we say that the Seventh Trumpet, since we now
know, definitively, that it is about the First Jewish-Roman War, ushers
in the Kingdom of God: unless, of course, the destruction of Israel
somehow reveals Christianity to the world? Josephus notes similar
events: lightning, thunder, earthquake, and hail. Walls that had resisted
the Roman onslaught, suddenly fell down, with no identified cause.

As before, in similar situation, the appropriate celebratory hymnology
breaks forth.

Revelation 12

The Third Woe, the Seventh Trumpet, and the E level of John’s gigantic
chiasm continues in a second half. We must now descend from the
heavenly paradise itself. The second half of the D level is the victory of
Eve over Satan in the birth of Jesus to the Virgin, Mary. We had noted
previously that we had observed another collage: this is it. Various
aspects of the victory of Christ in the Incarnation, and in the Virgin
Birth: resemble Eve, Mary, the Church, and others of the great vital
women of Christian history. All of these women play a part in Eve’s
bruising of Satan’s head. In a very real sense this is the greatest tribute
to women and mothers ever made. WWomen, more modestly and quietly
are often far more important than men in the Bible.



Rv. 12:1 - ko1 onueiov péya o@bn ev 10 ovpavd yovi mepBefAnuévn
tov hihov ko hn eeAvn hvmokdtm tov Toddv awtg Kot emti TG
KEPAANG OLTNG OTEPOVOS AOTEPMOV ODOEKAL

Rv. 12:1 - A great sign was seen in the heaven, a woman having been
wrapped with the sun; the moon beneath her feet; upon her head, a
wreath of twelve stars;

This is a picture of Israel’s wives: principally, Rachael.

Rv. 12:2 - ka1 ev yaotpi £xovca ko kpalel mdivovoa kot facaviCopévn
TEKELV

Rv. 12:2 - having in [her] belly; she cries out, straining; travailing to
give birth.

Rachael died in the birth of Benjamin, a type of Christ.

Rv. 12:3 - ka1 @@ dAAo onueiov eV T 0VPAVD KOt 100D OPAK®OV HEYOS
TUPPOG Ex®V KEQAAAC hemtd kot kEpota 0K Kot €Ml TOG KEPAAAC ALTOV
hentd drudnuata

Rv. 12:3 - Also [was] seen, another sign in the heaven. Look! A great
fiery Dragon, having seven heads and ten horns; upon its heads, seven
diadems.

Rv. 12:4 - ko1 hn ovpd awtov cOpEL TO TPITOV TOV AGTEP®Y TOV OVPAVOD
Kot EBarev avtovg €1¢ v Ynv kot ho dpdkwv héstnkev evamiov g



YOVOUKOG TNG LeAoVo G Tekelv hiva hotav té€kn 10 TéKvov avTnig
KOTOPAY™

Rv. 12:4 - Its tail drags away the third of the stars of the heaven. It
threw them into the land (tnv ynv, Ha’Aretz). The Dragon now stands
before the woman waiting to give birth in order that whenever she would
give birth to her child, it could devour [him].

Satan attacks Israel’s wives children and continuing the theme of the
death of the third, drags many stars to death.

Rv. 12:5 - xou €texev huidv dpoev hog uéddel mopaivey mwovia ta £6vn
ev hpafdw o1dnpd ko hnprdodn To tékvov vt mpog Tov BedV Kot
TPog ToV OpOVOV aVTOV

Rv. 12:5 - She gave birth to a son, a male, who is about to shepherd all
the nations with an iron rod. Her child was raptured [away] toward God,
and toward His throne.

Another reference to Psalm 2 is made.

This is the birth of Jesus to Mary: but by seeing this as a collage, none of
the other historic impacts are lost, none of these precious women are
denigrated. All remain visible in the collage picture: the mind is free to
add others. The birth of Jesus completes Eve’s promised victory over
Satan.

Rv. 12:6 - ka1 hn yovn €puyev g1c v Epnuov homov €yet ekel TOTOV
hntowacuévov amd tov Bgov hiva exel TpEpmaty avtv hnuépoag yiiog
daxkooiog he€nkovra,



Rv. 12:6 - The woman fled into the desert; where she has there, a place
having been prepared by God; so that, there they could feed her [for] one
thousand two hundred sixty days.

Some believe that Mary escaped to Petra, with John. We can neither
confirm or deny this.

The parabolic synopsis of the Incarnation, Birth, and Ascension, with
emphasis on Mary’s deliverance from Dragon/Rome/Satan is stated as a
consequence of the First Jewish-Roman war: it reminds us that all
judgment, especially final judgment, rests on the Incarnation and Virgin
birth of the Lamb. The Romans would crucify many people, it was one
form of standard Roman punishment: only one of these victims was the
incarnate and sinless Son of God.

The reflection on the Second Psalm surprises us, because we are too
familiar with KJV blunders. The rod of iron applies directly to Israel,
secondarily to Rome. Both Israel and Rome saw final victory in the
Crucifixion of Christ: instead it was and still is their final defeat and
judgment.

Rv. 12:7 - ko eyéveto mOAELOG €V T® ovpavd ho pyanA kot hot dyyelot
oVTOV TOV TOAEUNOOL LETA TOV dPAKOVTOC Kot o dpdkmv emoléEuncey
Kot hot dyyelot awtov

Rv. 12:7 - This brought forth war in the heaven. Michael and his
messengers to [have] waged war with the Dragon. The Dragon and its
messengers waged war.



Rv. 12:8 - kot ovk ioyvoev 0vdé TOmog hevpébn avtdv £T1 €V T® OVPOUVD

Rv. 12:8 - It was not mighty [enough]; neither was a place found for it
ever again in the heaven.

Rv. 12:9 - ko €fAN0N ho dpdkwv ho péyag ho 6¢1g ho apyaiog ho
KaAoVUEVOS dtaforog kat ho catavdic ho Thavadv v otkovuévny hoaAnv
ePAON e1c TV ynv Ka hot dyyedot awtod pet avtov efAnOncayv

Rv. 12:9 - The great Dragon was thrown [down], the ancient serpent, the
one being called Devil and Satan, the one deceiving the whole
civilization was thrown down into the land (tmv ynv, Ha’Aretz). Its
messengers were thrown [down] with it.

The defeat of Dragon/Satan by Michael only seems disconnected: we
expect it to relate to the Crucifixion, which was earlier. Of course, John
may be using the literary device of flash backs to fill in missing
information. Eve’s seed does crush Satan’s head.

Rv. 12:10 - ko1 fjKovsa @mVNV LEYAANV EV T® 0VPAVD AEYOLCAV APTL
gyéveto hn compia kot hn dvapug kot hn Baciieio Tov Beod hnuov kot
hn e€ovoia Tov pioTov avtov hott eANON ho kKatywp TOV AdELPDV
hnuov ho katnyopdv avtode evomiov Tov Beod hnuov hnuépag ko
VUKTOG

Rv. 12:10 - | heard a great voice in the heaven, saying, “Now [is]
brought forth, the salvation, the power, the kingdom of our God, and the
authority of His Christ: since, the accuser of our brothers and sisters, the
one accusing them before our God, day and night, was thrown [down].



Rv. 12:11 - xou avtoi eviknoav avtdv o1d to haipo tov apviov Kat did
TOV AOYOV TNG HOPTLUPLNG OVTOV KOl OVK MYATNGOY TNV YOYNV 0VTOV
drypt Bavartov

Rv. 12:11 - They overcame it through the blood of the Lamb; through
the word of their testimony. They did not love their souls until thanatos.

Rv. 12:12 - 314 tovTt0 gu@paivesde ovpavoi kot hot ev awtoic
oKNVOUVTEG oval TV YNV Kail v 0dAlaccav hott katéfn ho didforog
npo¢ hopdg éxmv Boudv péyav e1dmc hott odiyov Kapov éxet

Rv. 12:12 - Through this, be glad, O heavens, and those dwelling in
them! Woe to the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz) and the sea: since, the Devil
came down toward you having great rage, having known, since, it has
little time.

Rv. 12:13 - ka1 hote €idev ho dpdxmv hott AN €1¢ v ynv edimEev
Vv yuvaika hntig €étekev tov dpceva,

Rv. 12:13 - When the Dragon saw, since it was thrown [down] into the
land (tmv ynv, Ha’ Aretz), it pursued the woman who gave birth to the
male.

Rv. 12:14 - ko1 €d60ncav TN yovouki hot dvo TTépuyeg Tov GETOV TOL
ueydiov hiva métnton €1¢ v EpNMUOV €1¢ TOV TOTOV awTg homov
TPEPETOL EKEL KOPOV Kol Katpovg Kot hfuicy Kapod omd Tposmmov Tov
0PEMG



Rv. 12:14 - The two wings of the Great Eagle were given to the woman,
so that she could soar into her place into the desert, where she is fed
there, a time, times, and a half time, [away] from the serpent’s face.

Again, flight to Petra is one possibility. “According to fourth-century
church fathers Eusebius and Epiphanius of Salamis, Jerusalem's
Christians fled to Pella, which is in the opposite direction, before the
beginning of the war.”?3

Rv. 12:15 - ka1 éBarev ho 6¢1g ek TOL GTOUATOS CVLTOV OTLCM TNG
yovaikoc hodwp hog motaudv hiva avtiv Totapo@dpnTov Tomeon

Rv. 12:15 - The serpent threw water as a river from its mouth, after the
woman, so that it could make her flooded away [by the] river.

Satan prompted as much of a unit as Rome could spare from the
business in Jerusalem and at Masada: this unit failed because the desert
was too much to search for seemingly so small an objective.

Rv. 12:16 - ka1 efonOnoev hn yn ™ yovouki kot voiéev hn yn 1o otoua,
OVTNG Kol KATETIEY TOV TOTOUOV hov £Badev ho dpdxkmv €K TOL GTOUATOC
aVTOV

23 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War
#cite _note-33
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Rv. 12:16 - The land (hn yn, Ha’ Aretz) helped the woman. The land (hn
vn, Ha’Aretz) opened her mouth. She drank down the river that the
Dragon threw [down] from its mouth.

Rv. 12:17 - kot opyicOn ho dpdkwv eni T yovaiki ko omnABev Tomaoa
TOAEUOV UETA TOV AOUTOV TOV CTEPUATOSC AVTNG TOV TNPOVVIMOV TOG
EVIOAAC TOV B0V Kot XOVTMV TNV HopTLPLNY 1NCOV

Rv. 12:17 - The Dragon was enraged with the woman. It came away to
wage war with the rest of her seed, those guarding the commandments of
God, those having the witness of Jesus. 1g It was stationed upon the sand
of the sea.

Satan was forced to turn his attention to Christians still in Ha’Aretz. He
has authority in the land: but not on the sea.

Satan’s fall to earth explains his pursuit of Mary. Again, she is rescued
by John, the Great Eagle, who we know was commissioned by Jesus to
care for His mother.

The Serpent pours out the Roman army, like a flood: but, the land
absorbs all the power of the Roman hoard... they have nothing left to
pursue Mary into Idumea. When the Idumeans repented, since they
were misled into participation in the fight by Jewish lies, they may have
taken Mary and the Apostles with them.



Revelation 13

Rv. 13:1 - kou €6t60n ent v dupov g Bardoonc? kot eidov ek g
Boldoonc Onpiov avafaivov £yov képata déka Kot KePOAGs hemtd kot
ENML TOV KEPATMOV AVTOV OEKOL OO LOTOL KO ETTL TOG KEPAAAS OLTOV
ovouata PAacenuiog

Rv. 13:1 - | saw Therion I coming up from the sea, having ten horns,
seven heads, ten diadems upon its horns, and upon its heads a name of
blasphemy.

Some believe that verse 18 belongs to the next chapter. The Dragon
stands on the sand: his authority is limited. Christ stands on land and
sea: His authority is universal and unlimited.

John continues with the second half of part C, of the chiasm.

Rv. 13:2 - kot o Onpiov ho €idov nv hopotov mapddret kot hot m6deC
avtoL hog dprov Kot 1o oToNa aVToL hag oTdpa AEovTog Kol £dMKEV
aLT® ho dpdxKmv TNV dVVAULY aVTOV Kot Tov Opdvov awTov Kot eEovaiov
neydanv

Rv. 13:2 - The Therion (I) | saw is now like a leopard, its feet as a bear,
its mouth as a lion’s mouth. The Dragon gave it, its power, its throne,
and great authority.

The picture is from Daniel 7.

24 Some texts divide chapters 12 and 13 here.



Rv. 13:3 - ko1 piov &K Tov kealdv avto hoe espayuévny €ic Oavatov
kot hn TAnyn tov Bavdtov avtov eBepamendn kot Bovudcdn hoin hn
YN omic® Tov Onpiov

Rv. 13:3 - One of its heads [is] as having been executed by Thanatos. Its
Thanatos plague was healed. The whole land (hn yn, Ha’ Aretz) was
astonished by the Therion ().

A reference to the suicide/murder of Nero; followed by the Year of the
Four Emperors?: during which, Roman government nearly collapsed.
Vespasian pulled Rome out of the fire and brought it back to life; Titus
continued the First Jewish-Roman war in his father’s stead.

Rv. 13:4 - ko Tpooekivioay Tm dpakovtt hott Edwkev v eEovoiov Tm
Onpio Ko TposekdHvnoay T Onpio Aéyovieg Tic hopoloc T Onpio kot
TIG OVLVATOL TTOAEUNGOL LLET QVTOV

Rv. 13:4 - They prostrated before the Dragon: since, it gave the authority
to the Therion (I). They prostrated before the Therion (I) saying, “What
Is like the Therion (I)? What has power to wage war with it?”

As Israel/Judah fail, they turn to worship Rome, rather than confess
Christ.

Rv. 13:5 - ka1 €606m avtd otopa Aaiovv peydia kot BAacenuiog Kot
€000n awtd eovaoia momco unNvag teceepaKovia [Kot] dvo

25 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_of the Four Emperors



Rv. 13:5 - A mouth was given to it speaking great [and] blasphemies.
Authority was given to it to act [for] forty-two months.

Rv. 13:6 - ka1 voi&ev 10 otdpa avtov €1 PAacenuiag mpog Tov Bedv
BAaceNUNGOL TO OVOLL GVTOV KOl TV OKNVIAV GLTOV TOVE EV TM OLPOVED
GKNVOUVTOG

Rv. 13:6 - It opened its mouth in blasphemies against [the] God, to
blaspheme His name and His Tent: [namely], those Camping in the
heaven.

Rv. 13:7 - [ka1 €6601 avtd oot ToAepov uetd tv hoyiov kot
VIKT|o0l 0VTOVC] Ko £000n ot e€ovoia ent macav ELANV Kol AoV Kot
YA®GGAV Kot £0vog

Rv. 13:7 - It was given to it to wage war with the Saints, to overcome
them. Authority was given to it over every tribe, people, language, and
nation.

Rv. 13:8 - kot mposkuviicovsty avtdv mavtec hot KatotkoOvTeg et TG
NG hov, ov yéypamtan o dvopa awtov ev o PiAio e {ong Tov
apViov TOL EGPAYUEVOD OTO KATUPOANG KOGLOV

Rv. 13:8 - All those inhabiting [¢pen] the land (tng yng, Ha’Aretz),
whose name has not been written in the book of life of the Lamb having
been slain from [the] world’s foundation, will prostrate themselves.

Rv. 13:9 - &1 116 €€l 0VG AKOVLGAT®



Rv. 13:9 - If anyone has an ear, let them hear.

This is the same concluding message Christ gave to His Ekklesiae in
Chapters 2 and 3. It might signal the beginning of another new
dimension or emphasis.

Rv. 13:10 - &1 11 €1¢ auypoA®oioy €1¢ aypaAnaciov humdyet €1 Tig ev
Louyolipn ook TEVEL dEL A TOV €V paryaiipn amoktovOnvor hawde eotiv hn
hvropovn kot hn wiotic Tov hayiov

Rv. 13:10 - If anyone [is headed] into captivity, they go into captivity. If
anyone [is destined] to be killed with a saber they [go] to be killed with a
saber. This is the perseverance, and the faith of the saints.

Chapter 13 looks at what we have proved to be the First Jewish-Roman
war from an entirely new angle: it seems to identify the major
participants in glowing detail. The Beast out of the Sea is surely Rome,
and clarifies Roman involvement in the First Jewish-Roman war from a
spiritual versus demonic perspective. The perseverance of the saints is
seen as enduring imprisonment and/or death.

Rv. 13:11 - kot €idov dAlo Bnpiov avaPaivov ek TG yng Kot elyev
Képata dvo hopota apvim kot eEhdAel hog dpdxmv

Rv. 13:11 - | saw another Therion (II) coming up from the land (g yng,
Ha’Aretz). It now has two horns like a lamb. [But] It now talks as a
Dragon.

John continues with the second half of part B, of the chiasm.



This is the Kingdom of Tares, now pretending to be a Lamb: one of its
characteristics will be the repeated promotion of false messiahs.

Rv. 13:12 - xou v €€ovasiav Tov TpdTov Onpiov Tdcav molel evdmiov
aVTOV KOl TTOLEL TNV YNV Kol TOVG €V VTN Kototkovuvtac hiva
TPOGKLVICOLGLY TO Onpiov T0 Tpd@TOV hov ebepameln hn TAnyn tov
Bavatov avtob

Rv. 13:12 - It takes all the authority of Therion the first (I) to itself. It
makes the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz) and those dwelling it, that they will
prostrate before Therion the first (I), whose plague of Thanatos was
healed.

Rv. 13:13 - xou motet onpeio peydha hiva kot mop mow] €K ToL OVPAVOL
Kotafotvely €1 TNV Yynv evOmov Tov aviponmv

Rv. 13:13 - It makes great signs, so that also it could make fire from the
heaven come down into the land (tnv ynv, Ha’ Aretz) before the people.

Rv. 13:14 - ko1 mhavd Tovg KaTotkovvTag et TG Yng oud Ta onueio ha
€000M ot TOMOoHL EVOTIOV TOL ONpiov AEY®V TOIC KATOIKOVGLY €M TNG
NG Tomaoot ElkoOva o Onpim hog Exel tnv TAnyMv ™ poyaipng Ko
élnoev

Rv. 13:14 - It deludes those dwelling upon the land (g yng, Ha’ Aretz)
through the signs that it was given it to make before Therion (I), telling
those dwelling upon the land (tn¢ yng, Ha’ Aretz) to make an ikon to
Therion (I) that has the blow of the saber and lived.



Rv. 13:15 - ko1 €660n avt) dovvar Tvevua T KoV Tov Onpiov hiva kot
AaAnon hn sicov Tov Onpiov kar tomon [hiva] hocot dv un
TPOCKLVIGMOGLY T £1KOVL TOL Onpiov amokTavOmotv

Rv. 13:15 - It was given it to give breath to the ikon of Therion (I), so
that the ikon of Therion (I) could both talk and could perform, so that as
many, if they would not prostrate before the ikon of Therion (I) would
be killed.

Rv. 13:16 - kot motel TAvVTog TOVE LIKPOVE KO TOVG LEYAAOVS KOl TOVG
TAOVGIOVC KOl TOLG TTWYOVS KOl TOLG EAEVOEPOLG Kol TOLG dovAOVC hiva
dMOGV OVTOIC YApayua el TNG XEPOS OVTAOV TNG 0EELG M €L TO UETOTOV
AVTOV

Rv. 13:16 - It makes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor,
the free and the slave, so that they would give them a brand upon their
right hand or upon their forehead.

Rv. 13:17 - [kou] hiva un t1g dvvntat ayopdcor n TtoAncot €1 un ho &ywv
T0 YApayua To 6vouo tov Onpiov N tov aptBUdV Tov OVOUATOS AVTOV

Rv. 13:17 - So, that no one would have power to buy or to sell except
those having the brand, the name of Therion (I), or the number of its
name.

Rv. 13:18 - hde hn coeia gotiv ho éxmv vouv yneisdto tov aplfuov
0V Onpiov aptOudS yap avBpomov eotiv Ko ho aplfudc ovtov
he&akodoiol he€nkovra heé



Rv. 13:18 - Here is wisdom: Let those having ability calculate the
number of Therion (I): for, it is @ human number. Its number is six
hundred sixty-six.

Similarly, the Beast out of the land is surely Israel. As many deaths
were brought about by waring Jewish factions — Pharisees, Sadducees,
Herodians, Zealots, Sicarii, and peasants — as were caused by Roman
armies. In the siege of Jerusalem, one faction burned all the food, so
that the only remaining options were famine or fight. At least one of
these factions supported Rome and the installation of Roman idols on
the Temple mount. Many victims were branded and/or enslaved to
ensure loyalty to Rome. Jewish slaves were even used in the assault on
Masada (73 AD). Both Christians and Jews were said to have been
branded: the Christian branding may have been the sign of the cross
painted on the forehead in ashes, or it may have been something more
apparent. The Jews are 666. It is unlikely that the Romans would have
accepted phylacteries as fulfilling this requirement.

Revelation 14

Rv. 14:1 - ko €idov kot 100V to apviov heotdc enl 10 OPOg GOV KoL LET
aVToV hekatov TE06EPAKOVTN TEGGAPES YIMAIES £XOVGAL TO GVOLLO,
0VTOV KOl TO OVOLO TOV TOTPOG OVTOV YEYPOUUUEVOV ETL TOV LETOTOV
AVTOV

Rv. 14:1 - | saw. Look! The Lamb, having stood upon mount Zion;
with Him one hundred forty-four thousand, having His name and the
name of His Father having been written upon their foreheads.

John continues with the second half of part A, of the chiasm.



God’s Name is I Am in English, £y® eipu in Greek, roughly Ehyeh Asher
Ehyeh in Hebrew. This Name is applied equally to the Father and to the
Son in both testaments.?°

Rv. 14:2 - ka1 xovco poviv €k Tov ovpavod hog poviv hvddtmv
TOAL®V Kal hoe poviy Bpovthg peyding kot hn eovi hiv nkovco hog
KIBapwodv K1Bap1ldvimv gv Tailc K1IOApAIS avT®dV

Rv. 14:2 - | heard a voice from the heaven, as a voice of many waters, as
a voice of great thunder. The voice which I heard [was] as zitharodes
zithering on their zithers.

John seems to be having fun here: he may be expressing his pure joy at
having ascended this mountain to Glory, having now returned to earth.

Rv. 14:3 - ka1 ddovotv ho¢ oMy Kaviv evdmiov Tov Hpovov Kot
EVOTIOV TOV TEGCAPOV (O®V Kol TOV TPEGPLTEPOV Kot OVOELG £dVVATO
nabetv v @dnv €1 un hot hekatodv tecoepaxovia t€soapec ylddeg hot

NYOPUGUEVOL OTTO TNG YNG

Rv. 14:3 - They sing as a new song before the throne; before the four
Z0a; [before] the presbyters. No one now has power to learn the song
except the one hundred forty-four thousand, having been purchased from
the land (tng ync, Ha’ Aretz).

Rv. 14:4 - hovtot” e1oiv hot petd yovoukwv ovk gpoAvvincav moaphHevor
yap €iotv hovtot hot axoAovBovvreg T apvim homov av humdyet hovtot
nyopacOncav and towv avlponwv arapyn T 0ed Kol To apvio

26 https://www.academia.edu/94480889/Shapes_of Trinity



Rv. 14:4 - These are those not defiled with wives: for, they are virgins.
These are those following the Lamb, wherever He would go. These
were purchased from mankind, first-fruits to God, and to the Lamb.

Rv. 14:5 - ko1 &v 10 otopatt avtdv ovy hevpédn yebdoc dumuol” e1civ

Rv. 14:5 - A lie was not found in their mouth. They are blameless.

Chapter 14 seems disjointed until the pattern of John’s chiasm is seen.
As soon as the chiasm is seen, the presence of the 144,000 clicks into
place. The 144,000 are seen standing with Jesus on heavenly Zion:
having been kept from wrath, through death. All, are viewed as martyrs:
they are redeemed or bought from the land: in this context, redeemed
seems to mean ascended into heaven... a purchase from the estate of the
flesh into the estate of the spirit. This seems to emphasize that death
does not terminate the ministry of departed spirits, to those still
imprisoned (entombed) in fleshly bodies: ironic, then, to think of the
living as entombed and the deceased as free.

Our joy is dulled somewhat, then shattered, as we are reminded that the
Gospel also has a very sober side. We begin with the joy of the
proclamation of the eternal Gospel for all peoples, as was promised to
Abraham.

Rv. 14:6 - ka1 €ldov AGALOV GyYELOV TETOUEVOV EV LEGOVPOVTLLOTL EXOVTOQL
gVAYYEALOV aLdVIOV vayyelicon el Tovg Kabnuévoug emt g yng Ko emi
o €0vog Kal uANY Kal YAOoGoV Kol AaOV



Rv. 14:6 - | saw another messenger soaring in mid-heaven, having an
eternal good news to proclaim to those sitting upon the land (tng yng,
Ha’ Aretz), to every nation, tribe, language, and people,

The Gospel is our triumphant message.

Rv. 14:7 - Aéyov ev povn peydin eofnonte tov Bedv kot 66tE ALTO
00&av hott NABev hn hopa ¢ kpicemc avToD Kol TPOCKLVCATE TM
TOWGAVTL TOV OLPAVOV Kol TNV YNV Ko 0dhaccay Kol tnydc hvddtwmv

Rv. 14:7 - telling in a great voice, “Let [the] God be feared. Give Him
glory: since, the hour of His judgment came. Prostrate before the Maker
of the heaven, the land (tmv ynv, Ha’ Aretz), sea, and springs of water.”

In 14:6, these events are to support the flying angelic preaching of the
Gospel: possibly John or another Evangelist... again, it’s prophetic.
Israel’s task, which she so miserably failed, was to proclaim the promise
to Abraham in the Messiah.

But, the Gospel is also a stern warning that God is to be feared. Yes,
God is love. Yes, God’s love is unconditional. Yes, God is our Father:
but, as our unconditionally Loving Father, He practices tough love. His
patience is not an excuse to His children that anything goes: He will be
feared. Judgment is real.

Rv. 14:8 - ko dAAog devtepog [dyyerog] nkolovOnoey Aéywv Enecey,
éneoev, Pafviav hn peydin hn ex tov otvov tov Bvpov ™ mopveiag
OVTNG TETOTIKEV TTAVTO TOL €6V



Rv. 14:8 - Another, a second messenger followed, telling, “She fell! She
fell! Babylon the Great, who from the wine of the wrath of her
fornication has given drink to all the nations.”

Israel, called Babylon here, did not get away with anything.

In 14.8, another messenger declares the end of Jerusalem, called
pejoratively, Babylon. Fornication may refer to her numerous idolatries,
not her sexual behavior, who knew?

Rv. 14:9 - ka1 dAAog dyyelog Tpitog nkoAovONGEY aVTOig AEY®V €V OV
LEYAAN €1 TIC TpooKLVEL TO Onpiov Kot TNV eikOva owtov Kot AapuPavet
YOPAYLLO ETL TOL HETOTOL AVTOV M ETL TNV YEIPA OVTOV

Rv. 14:9 - Another messenger, a third followed them telling in a great
voice, “If anyone prostrates before Therion (I), its ikon, or receives a
brand upon their forehead, or upon their hand.

God does not tolerate idolatry.

Rv. 14:10 - kot avto¢ mieton €K Tov oivov Tov Bupod Tov Beod Tov
KEKEPAGUEVOL OKPATOL £V TM TOTNPI® TNG OPYNS ALTOV KOl
BacavicOncetal ev mopi kot Oeio evomov ayyéAov hayiov kot evoniov
TOL apviov

Rv. 14:10 - They themselves will drink from the wine of the wrath of
God, having been mixed undiluted in the cup of His wrath. They will be
tested in fire and sulfur before the holy messengers and before the Lamb.



The will drink and they will be tested. The test for purity of gold is used
as a symbol: it is thought to be somewhat painful. Gold is struck against
a stone, leaving a mark on the stone; etching with acid burns away the
dross, leaving pure gold behind: the purity of the item being tested is
evaluated from what is left after the acid burn. If no gold is found, the
test might be repeated.

Rv. 14:11 - kot ho kamvog Tov facavicuod TV €1¢ OLOVOC OLOVMV
avofaivel kot ovk Eyovotv avamoavcty hnuépag kot voktdg hot
TPOCKLVOVVTEG TO OMpiov Kol TNV €IKOVA ALTOV Kol €1 TIC AapfPdvel To
YOPOYLO TOL OVOUOTOG OVTOV

Rv. 14:11 - The smoke of their test goes up into ages of ages. Those not
having rest day and night, those prostrating before Therion (I), and its
ikon: if any receives the brand of its name.

In 14:9, a third messenger reiterates the punishment of branding, with
the promise of drinking the dregs of God’s wrath: which is true enough
for Israel after the First Jewish-Roman war is ended.

Rv. 14:12 - hadde hn hvmopovh towv hayiov eotiv hot Tmpovviec tog
EVTOLAG TOL B€0V Kol TNV TTGTLY GO0

Rv. 14:12 - Here is the perseverance of the saints: those guarding the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

Perseverance is surviving suffering: not escaping from it. There is no
rapture in this sense.



Rv. 14:13 - ko1 fiKovcsa @®VNE €K TOV OVPAVOD AeyovoNS YPAyoV
noakdptot hot vekpoti hot ev kupim amobviiokovteg am aptL val AEyet 10
wvevua hiva avamancovtol ek ToV KOTOV aLTOV TO Yop EPYN QLTOV
aKOAOVLOEL LET aLTMOV

Rv. 14:13 - | heard a voice from the heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed
[are] the dead, those dying in the Lord from now [on].”” “Yes,” the
Spirit tells, “that they will be rested from their weariness: for, their
works follow with them.”

14:12 echoes the call for perseverance of the saints: blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on. Christians do suffer all the torments
of the First Jewish-Roman war until a few of them manage to escape to
Idumea. John calls this First Jewish-Roman war, the Great Tribulation
in other verses. The idea that Christians will somehow escape a future
greater tribulation is nonsensical. The whole idea of the perseverance of
the saints is how we will all suffer persecution (Philippians 1:29-30; 2
Timothy 3:12).

| cannot read the following verses without fear and weeping: my pillow
Is damp with my tears. It causes me great pain to study these verses, and
to be compelled to write about them. | have trouble understanding the
compatibility of these verses, with the claim that God is love. It is as
though, in these symbols, God holds up a mirror, to show us what we are
really like. Not that God is not real here: no, He acts out the way that we
act, so that we will be ashamed. | do not know that God will not carry
through on these symbolic messages: they say that He will carry through
to the very end. Later, the Lake of Fire will assure us that this mirror is
real.

The modern human idea of justice is condemnation, judgment,
punishment, retaliation, revenge. This is considerably different from



God’s definition of justice which involves recreation unto Christ-like
perfection. We were given a glimpse of God’s idea of justice, when we
saw the Ark in heaven (Revelation 11:19). God’s justice is forgiving,
merciful, patient. Here, God is asking us if we like the idea of justice as
we define it? We might survive the reaping of the wheat, maybe not.
But, when we are forced to face the bloodbath of the grapes, and realize
that we are like the grapes, the question probes more deeply into our
inner nature. We hate what we see, and want to reject it. Yet, we also
know that it is only God’s grace that enables us to reject it.

This picture impacts our own evangelism, as we realize that we still have
5.6 billion brothers and sisters, that by application are being compared
by God to these grapes.

The picture is literally bloody terrifying. | want to forget that | ever saw
this picture, and go back and gaze upon the beauty of the Ark is
Revelation 11:19: for | know that the Shekinah is there, the Father is
there, the Son is there, and the Spirit is holding my hand.

I can’t answer for you: but, if God in His tough love ever comes close to
this picture, I don’t want to know... it reminds me too much of my own
sinfulness. But it also tells me how much I need Revelation 11:19.

Rv. 14:14 - ko €100V kot 1000 VEQPELN AEVKN KO ETTL TNV VEQPEANV
ko uevov hopolov huidov avBpomov Eymv emt g KeQAANg owTOD
GTEPAUVOV YPLGOVV KoL EV T XEPL AVTOV OpEmavov 0&h

Rv. 14:14 - | saw. Look! A white cloud! Sitting upon the cloud [was
one] like a human son having a golden wreath upon his head. In his
hand [was] a sharp sickle.



Rv. 14:15 - xou dAAog dyyelog eENABeV ek TOL VOOV KPALwV €V VN
LEYAAN T KOONUEV®D €L TNG VEPEANC TTELYOV TO OPETOVOV GOV KOl
0£picov hott nA0ev hn hopa Bepicar hot eEnpavOn ho Bepiopdg g yng

Rv. 14:15 - Another messenger went out from the temple, crying out in a
great voice to the one sitting upon the cloud, “Send your sharp sickle.
Reap, since, the hour came to reap; since, the reaping of the land (tng
NG, Ha’ Aretz) was ripened.”

Rv. 14:16 - ka1 éBaiev ho kaBnuevog emi g vepéAng to dpémavov
aVTOV el TNV YNV Kot €0epicOn hn yn

Rv. 14:16 - The one sitting upon the cloud threw his sickle upon the land
(tnv ynv, Ha’Aretz). The land (hn yn, Ha’Aretz) was reaped.

Rv. 14:17 - xou dALog dryyehoc eENABEV €K TOL VOOV TOV EV T® OLPOUVAD
€YV Ko avTOG OpETOVOV 0&D

Rv. 14:17 - Another messenger went out from the temple in the heaven,
he also having a sharp sickle.

Rv. 14:18 - ko1 aALog dyyeloc [eENABeV] ek Tov Bucrastnpiov [ho] Exwv
eEovaoiav enl TOV TLPOC KL EPDOVNCEV POV LEYAAN T® EXOVTL TO
JOpEMOAVOV T0 0ED AEY®V TEUWYOV GOV TO OPETAVOV TO 05V Kol TPUYNCOV
T0VG BOTPLOG TS aumélov TG YNNG hott Kpacav hat ctapuial avtng

Rv. 14:18 - Another messenger from the altar, having authority over the
fire. He voiced a great voice to the one having the sharp sickle, saying,
“Send your sharp sickle. Gather the grape clusters from the grapevine of
the land (tng ync, Ha’ Aretz); since, her clusters were prime.”



Rv. 14:19 - ko1 éBaiev ho dyyeloc To dpEmOvoV OTOV €1 TNV YNV Ko
ETPUYNOEV TNV AUTEAOV TNG VNG Kol ELaieV €1C TNV AvOV Tov Buov Tov
BeoV Tov péyoav

Rv. 14:19 - The messenger threw his sickle into the land (tnv ynv,
Ha’Aretz). He gathered the grapevine of the land (tng yng, Ha’ Aretz).
He threw [it] into the winepress of the great wrath of God.

Rv. 14:20 - ko1 emrotOn hn Anvog £EwBev g moAemc kot eENABev haipo
€K TNG ANVOL Gypl TOV YOAWVOV TV hitneov and ctadiov yiMiov
he€axocimv

Rv. 14:20 - The winepress was trod outside of the city. Blood went out
from the winepress up to the horse’s bridles for a thousand six hundred
stadia.

14:14 introduces yet another perspective, as Jesus reaps the land — yfig,
viv, Y: land, the promised land... the reaping of the Gentiles will come
later. Each of us is personally reaped in death, and face judgment
accordingly — (grain: the righteous?), and the vines (grapes: the
unrighteous?). Josephus says that enormous volumes of blood flowed
from the Temple mount.

We have proved conclusively and definitively that this is the First
Jewish-Roman war. Revelation 11:8 is the final answer to that question.

“Their fallen [bodies] [will lie], on the plateau of the great
city, which is called spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, where
also their Lord was crucified.” — Revelation 11:8



“With the three and a half days, a spirit of life from God
entered into them. They stood upon their feet. Great fear fell
upon those watching them. They heard a great voice from
the heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” They ascended
into the heaven in the cloud.” — Revelation 11:11-12

“The Temple of [the] God, in heaven was opened. The Ark
of His Covenant was seen in His Temple. Beams of light,
sounds, thunders, shaking, and great hail were brought forth.”
— Revelation 11:19

Soli Deo Gloria
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