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Introduction

We use a simplified punctuation of the text. The Bible Gateway early
text presentations (1550 Stephanus, 1881 Westcott-Hort, 1894
Scrivener) are all unmarked. However, “correct” vocalization of Greek
Is nearly impossible for many Greek readers (ourselves included) so we
added punctuation only as a reading and spelling aid. The customary
Greek punctuations have no meaning for most readers; we’re not going
to give a minimum of a year of silence in listening, just to apprentice as
Greek cantors: so, in keeping with official Greek policy we have
reduced punctuation to a single accent, the acute or oxia. Single syllable
words are left unaccented; since, there is only one place to receive the
emphasis: so, any accent on a single syllable word marks a special
difference, distinguishing, “or”, from an article; or denoting an
interrogative; and the like. With weakening vision, due to age, we also
found breathing marks impossible to read: so, we simply eliminated
smooth breathing, and replaced rough breathing marks with the (silent)
English letter, h, which, we hope clarifies any spelling differences. We
hope that this makes Greek easier for you to read, and we will continue
to employ this simplified method, until a better one presents itself.

After many months, in some cases years of prayer (James 1:5), the Spirit
of God is unveiling meanings from Revelation to us (John 16:13): an
insight here, and understanding there; gradually and slowly many, but
not all pictures come into focus; not all at once, over long periods of
time and intensive study with prayer. Nothing good can be found in this
paper unless is came from God.
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Genre

Polydimensional Theatrical Extravaganza

Within a few years after 1955, “This is Cinerama” (1952), finally
wended its way to Cleveland, Ohio. Not long afterward, “Around the
World in 80 Days” (1956), also came to town. Cinerama was a whole
new genre of film. The theater had to be large enough to accommodate
a super-giant oversized screen facing the audience. Two other oversized
screens joined the centerer screen: but, these angled forward, enveloping
the audience in something resempling a parabola, except that its sides
were flat. The projectors were also specialized, synchronized to present
a uniform picture. The sound track, as I recall, was eight track, surround
sound, also synchronized with the action. We were very fortunate to be
forced to sit in the first three rows, dead center: this put us inside the
scope of the three screens, as though we were sitting on the stage, or at
least it felt that way.

In 1970, at the World Fair, in Osaka, Japan, we saw the first 360 degree
film presentations. | seem to remember that some of these were domed



like a planetarium: so, the picture and sound were presented from
overhead, as well as all around on every side. Later, | saw the same sort
of presentation in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at a Bible story exhibition.

In 1974, IMAX, came to Spokane, Washington. After 1976, | would see
my first IMAX film. After Cinerama, it was less spectacular for me,

The point is this. Nearly two-thousand years before mankind would
ever attempt such a technalogical presentation, God presented, and John
wrote a completely multi-dimensional, spherical surround spectacular in
living reality. We, like spiders dangling on strings, are cofronted with
multi-dimensional action on every side, overhead, and even beneath our
feet.

John uses the exclamation, Look!, 'Id0v0, about 26 times. He either
Invites us, with great excitement, to turn and see something new; or he
asks us to pause to examine something profound, with microscopic
detail.

In short, we believe that John presents a genre, not really found
anywhere else in the Bible; a genre, except for planetariums, not
seriously attempted by mankind until the late twentieth century.

We invite you to read Revelation as though you were experiencing this
genre for the very first time; as though you were a spider, dangling by a
thread in a great forest, observing all the action going on at the same
time, in the total sphere around you. Please do not read Revelation as
you would read an ordinary book.

In brief, one expression of the genre of Revelation is that it is a
polydimensional theatrical extravaganza.



Extraordinary Musical Theater

Many have observed that Revelation is roughly fifty percent hymns.
These hymns express great tragedy of life in places; yet, unexcelled joy
in others. However, Revelation ends in great hope and joy with the
unveiling of the heavenly city, the City of God. So, Revelation is
certainly not opera: for, opera is essentially tragedy set to music. Nor
does it fit the mold of classical Greek comedy and tragedy. Long before
Rodgers (b1902) and Hammerstein (b1895) were even glints in their
parent’s eyes, God invented this new theatrical form.?

So, another perspective expressing the genre of Revelation is that it is
musical theater: possibly, the greatest example of musical theater ever
produced. Don’t say it has no dancing: for, the movements of great
demonic, human, and spiritual armies are certainly a kind of dance; ships
also dance upon the raging waters.

An Evangelism Tract

Having detailed the sinful faults of seven asian ekklesiae; having
elaborated the sins of Israel and Judah: in Revelation 22:17, John writes
this as the one, only and final cure of all these failures of mankind:

“The Spirit and the Bride are talking! Come!
Let anyone hearing say, ‘Come’!

! https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical _theatre#:~:text=The%20Black
%20Crook%20was%?20a,turn%200f%20the%2020th%20century.



Let anyone thirsting, come!
Let anyone willing, receive the Water of Life as a gift!”

The theme of Living Water is among John’s favorites: which he touches
on in John 4:10; John 4:13-14; John 4:23-24; John 7:37-39; as well as
several times in Revelation: Living Water always refers to the Holy
Spirit. Nor is John first to pursue such ideas: Genesis 1:2; Jeremiah
31:31-34; Ezekiel 11:19-20. Paul revisits these ideas in 2 Corinthians
3:3.

The Living Water, which is the Holy Spirit, in Revelation 22:1 leads
immediately to the Tree of Life, which is Jesus, in Revelation 22:2. The
point is made: you cannot be begotten from above (John 3:3, 5, 16)
without both the Son and the Spirit. Paul says the same thing in Romans
8:9

Revelation fits the genre of an evangelism tract: for, it deals with a
varity of major sin problems, before presenting the final cure in the
Spirit and the Son.

A Fifth Gospel

The first four Gospels, for the most part, disclose the humanity of Jesus,
the Christ of God, The Messiah of Israel, the Son. Revelation, for the
greater part, discloses the deity of Jesus: His parity with the Father, His
enthronement, His conduct of wars (He fights with the sword of His
mouth), His victories, His judgments, His reaping, His punishments of
repentant and unrepentant adversaries, His marriage, His Feast, His
eternal residence in parity with the Father, with His bride in the
Heavenly Temple, His light in parity with the Father, His existance as



the Tree of Life standing before the Father’s throne, His proclamation of
the Spirit as the agent of power in Salvation.

Revelation fits the genre of a fifth Gospel.

Not a Doomsday Chronicle

The one genre that does not fit, at all, is that of a Doomsday Chronicle:
for, the Father speaks in terms of making all things new (Revelation
21:5). An old and idolatrous temple is replaced with a new spotless
heavenly temple; an old Jerusalem is replaced with a new Jerusalem; an
old Aretz is replaced with a new Aretz; an unbelieving people is
replaced with a new believing people of God; an old Sun is replaced
with the heavenly light of Father and Son together.

Revelation does not fit the genre of Doomsday Chronicle: for, the story
IS not about the destruction of earth; but rather, of its re-creation.

Purpose

We believe that God follows the same plan that He specified in Matthew
28:18-20

“Jesus came and told them, saying, ‘All authority is given
unto me in heaven and upon earth. Therefore, while you are
scurrying about, make disciples of all the nations (e6vn),
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to guard everything, as




much as | have commanded you. Look! I Am with you all
the days, until the end of the age.” ” — Our Translation

The highlight of this mandate is its imperative, which is, make disciples.
This is a two part process of baptizing and teaching, the two operative
participles, which follow the imperative, make disciples. Human beings
baptize with water: but, Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
We submit to you that the baptism we are seeking here is the baptism
with/by the Holy Spirit: in which the miracle of begetting from above
(sometimes called being born again) is performed in the human heart
(the center of the human spirit, not the muscle that pumps blood). This
baptism in new birth results in a step-by-step process of picking up our
crosses and following Jesus into the fire, by which we will be taught and
learn everything we ever need to know. In this process the Spirit of God
engraves the Law of God on our hearts; that which was always
impossible by human effort, is now made possible by grace, through
faith: we love the Law as we love following Jesus. Thus, human
evangelists, at the direction of the Spirit of God, assist Him in His work.
This teaching ministry is not simply to learn everything that Jesus did
and taught: but to guard what Jesus did and taught. The Temple priests,
paced the walls night and day looking for enemies within and without;
they attacked all adversaries, and defended the Temple with their lives:
this Is our watchmanship our guard duty, to defend the things of God,
against all adversaries, to the death; in such a way, that we love our
enemies. We are not mere spectators in this teaching/learning process;
nor are we simply good students: no, we are priests who watch, guard,
protect with our lives. Nor, is it sufficient in this teaching/learning
process to hear, read, study, memorize, and meditate upon the words of
God: we must eat them, devour them, digest them as they are cut
(engraved) into our hearts. We must read the Bible with furvor and
intensity. We must devour the words as if they were a tasty and
delicious feast set before a famished person... a dinner... The Dinner at
the Table of the Father, Son, and Spirit.




When John gives the final answer in Revelation 22:17,

“The Spirit and the Bride are talking! Come!

Let anyone hearing say, ‘Come’!

Let anyone thirsting, come!

Let anyone willing, receive the Water of Life as a gift!”

... we believe he is following the mandate of Matthew 28:18-20. When
we thirst and partake of the water of life without cost to us, of our own
free wills, we receive the water of life, which is the Holy Sprit; we are
baptized with the Spirit; we are begotten from above; we begin the walk
following Jesus carying our own crosses with us. This is the single cure
for all the corruptions of all people, everywhere.

This mandate unfolds in a particular geographic pattern described in
Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power, [after] the Holy Spirit has come
upon you. You will be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
[and] in all [the] Judaea, [ard] Samaria, and unto the end of
the land (tng ync, Ha’ Aretz).”

We Dbelieve that the land (tng yng, Ha’Aretz) is intentional. For the
Apostles and their teams first setting out, the idea of making disciples in
the land (tng ync, Ha’ Aretz) is mind boggling enough, an overwhelming
concept for those who have never strayed far from Galilee all their lives.
It would be as if I, an eighteen year old from Cleveland, were told that |
was to be part of a small discipleship ministry to all Ohio, | would have
been buried by the magnitude and weight of responsibility: I might have
failed before I even started. However, as Acts unfolds, these first
Apostolic discipleship teams watch their teams hunted and killed by



their worst nightmare; they watch as the Saul is turned to Christ; they
watch as Saul is made Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles; they watch as
Paul goes forth, himself often persecuted, victoriously taking the Gospel
into the Pagan Roman world: and now they see that even the land (g
NG, Ha’Aretz) can come to have a deeper, larger, more magnificent
meaning. But, they started in Jerusalem. They started in Jerusalem.

The purpose of Revelation is evangelism, teaching/training, and
discipleship. The Holy Spirit is the next Big Thing. After the Holy
Spirit, the second Advent of Jesus, with His Father is the next, next Big
Thing.

This means that, in order to be obedient to the purpose of Revelation, we
must crucify ourselves (Matthew 16:25; John 15:13; 1 John 3:16). We
are not the next big thing. Father, not our wills: but, Your Will be done.

Author

God, indicating the Father, is specifically named as the primary author
of Revelation: which we believe to be the case for the whole Bible.
Jesus is named as the secondary author or main communicator of
Revelation: hence, His Name is the Word of God (Revelation 19:13),
which is again, the primary case throughout the Bible.

Revelation was sent by a messenger, we believe to be the Holy Spirit:
but, this is not definitive. This act of transmission could be considered a
kind of authorship.



The human author of Revelation is John, most likely the Apostle John;
this point is disputed by many, but not worth arguing: the text simply
says John.

However, if not the Apostle, and Evangelist John: then, by what
authority was Revelation included in the Bible. Severeral themes,
popular with the Apostle, and Evangelist John are dominant in
Revelation: specifically, the baptism of the Spirit, and the antichrists.
We believe that this sufficiently establishes that the Apostle, and
Evangelist John is the human author of Revelation.

Date

The date of writing is also disputed. Many prefer a date prior to the First
Jewish-Roman war, which began around 66 AD. Others prefer a date
late in the first century: for, it is doubtful that John could have lived past
the year 100 AD. Even if John were only 20 at the Crucifixion of Jesus,
he would still be 87 at the turn of the century. John could still be 123 at
the end of the Third Jewish-Roman War in 136 AD. A major point
between the two opinions is that the first group sees Revelation as
prophetic; while the second group sees Revelation more as history used
as a foundation for looking centuries and even millennia into the future.

That being said, the tradition that the death of Antipas was in 92 AD?, or
possibly during the reign of Nero (54-68) or Domitian (81-96), means
that a later date is much preferred: possibly even proved.

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antipas_of Pergamum



The date of writing is simply unknown, and we intend to leave it there:
further argument is pointless.

Text

We, will as far as possible, attempt to recover the oldest text known.
Revelation Criticism I and Revelation Criticism II were written in
pursuit of this goal. We were unable to complete a deeper study of
manuscripts in general, or Aleph/Sinaiticus in particular: so, we are
working with WH as a pracical, if temporary, Vorlage. We transcribed a
Westcott-Hort New Testament (1881) copy of Revelation with added
accents.

Revelation 1

The Our Translation will be modified as we proceed: since, our studies
have led us to WH for our best available temporary VVorlage, rather than
SBL. Also, we have learned along the way how some words are better
interpreted, while others no longer fit the context: so, Our Translation,
must adapt and change: it is now Your Translation.

Rv. 1:1 - amokdAvyic oo ypiotov, My €édwkev avtd ho Bedg dei&o
101¢ 30VA01SS avTov, hé det yevésOar ev Ty, Kot EGTLAVEY OTOGTEIAOC
814 Tov ayyELov owTol T d0VAM cwToD Wdvvn?,

3 Aleph/Sinaiticus has hayioic.
41885 has wwdvel.



Rv. 1:1 - An unveiling of Jesus Christ, which [the]> God gave [te] Him,
to show® to His servants, which must be brought forth with speed. He
symbolized [it]’, sending [it] through His messenger, to His servant,
John,

The author is God the Father; The Son, as is also John, is one among
many messengers employed in the communication of the book. Having
noted that distinction, the communication between Father and Son is
unique; the two are so closely paralleled as to be exactly equal in all
respects®: hence, the Son bears the Name, Word of God. At least one
person has noted that the Father and Son are never, so much as a hair’s
breadth apart.

Hence, this unveiling is about Jesus Christ.

Aleph/Sinaiticus has, amoxdlvyig 1Mol ypleomdl Ky micev avtd ho
0%l §eiEan Toig hayioc avtov hé det yevésBar ev Thyet Kot ecpOVEY
OTOGTEILOG 010 TOV AyYEALOL ATOV T dOVAM® aLTOV 1wdveL. These
abbreviations and the spelling variation are easy enough to explain: if
that were the only problem with Aleph we might be following an Aleph
Vorlage.

Of special interest is the word hayiotg, saints, that seems to differ from
dovAo1g, servants or slaves, by a wide margin: but, dovloig is the title

® [%%x] denotes a word in Greek that was removed in English.

® The aorist dei€a, to be showed, is awkward, the present tense results in
a smoother English idiom: but the verb is definitely a past tense.

7 [xxx] denotes a word not in Greek that was added in English.
8 having parity



commonly given to Prophets, so saints and servants are not so far apart
after all. Still, it would be nice to know which word is original: for,
saints, refers to all Christians; while, servants, seems to emphasize
Christian leadership. Alas, we have no way of knowing, at this point,
which is original, which is one reason we are staying with WH as our
Vorlage.

The Father communicates with the Son by extraordinary
communication: He gave the unveiling to Him. The Son is both the
message and the messenger: this is the unveiling of Jesus Christ as God,
which He Himself shows. He symbolized it: a symbol is a visual
representation of a, usually invisible, reality, when that reality is
present.® The unveiling is sent by His messenger, which we believe, but
John does not say, and we cannot prove: that only the Holy Spirit is
qualified to be this messenger. The unveiling goes to John, which, on
behalf of Jesus is to be disseminated to His saints or servants, whichever
turns out to be correct.

Rv. 1:2 - hoc gpoptdpnoev tov Adyov Tov Bg0b Ko TV poptupioy mMmcov
¥p1o700 hdca €idev.

Rv. 1:2 - who witnessed the Word of [the] God, the Testimony of Jesus
Christ; whatever he saw.

Witnessed and testimony represent the same Greek word, the change is
to satisfy English idiom: witnessed, speaks to the evidence one sees;

9 A waving flag is symbolic of the presence of the wind. The stirring of
the waters of Siloam is symbolic of the presence of the angel. John
describes what the symbols look like in the presence of their realities.



testimony, speaks to the reporting of that evidence in God’s court of
Law.

Rv. 1:3 - paxaptog ho avaywoockmv kot hot akovovieg tovg Adyouvg
TPOPNTEIOG KO TNPOVVTEG TA EV 0T yYeYpauuéve ho yop kapoc eyyvc.

Rv. 1:3 - Blessed, [is] the one knowing exactly; [are] those hearing the
words of the prophecy; and those guarding [that] having been written in
her: for, the time is near.

The word frequently translated as reader, avaywvookmv or avo +
ywookov, means that which is upward from or above knowledge: such a
person is far above being a mere reader. The reader sees every detail,
every flaw, every letter, every mark, every notation: but, only sounds
proceed from the reader’s mouth. Some readers practice for hours, even
days, so that their presentation is flawless. A novice cantor may listen in
silence to experienced cantors for a year, before beginning to intone the
first note: the chanting must be flawless. This exacting attention gives
the reader or cantor an insight into Scripture, that few others attain,
especially before the printing press made books more easily available to
common folks like us.

This is prophecy which emphasizes declaration and preaching, not
necessarily of distant future events.

The time is near. The kingdom of God is at hand. We expect the bulk
of the fulfillment to lie within John and his reader’s lifetimes: the first
century or possibly carrying over into the second century. However,
while this is not a long-range prophecy; God never changes; so, if the
behaviors and conditions presented here are repeated in the future,



similar outcomes are expected: this is called the application of Scripture,
not the specific fulfilment of a specific prophecy.

Rv. 1:4 - 1wavvnct® toig hemtd exkinoiong toig ev  acia xapic hopiv
Kot eipnvn omd ho wv ko ho nv ko ho epyduevog kot amd Tov hemtd,
Tvevpatov hd evomiov tov 6povov awTo

Rv. 1:4 - John, to the seven ekklesiae!?, [the] in [the] Asia,

grace to you. Peace from the One Being; the Now Is?; the One Coming;
from the Seven Spirits, Which, [are] before His Throne;

This, “ho wv ka1 ho nv ka1 ho gpyduevoc”, is God the Father: not God
the Son.

An ekklesia is not at all like a modern church; nor are these cities like
modern cities. These cities have a greater resemblance to castles; some,
if not all, are walled, in case of attack; the gates are guarded by soldiers.
If the trumpet sounds, every citizen falls out, to hear what is happening:
Is it the call to arms, or is it an important civic message? We are not told
what percentage of the town is repentant and turned to Christ. We are
not even told that the leaders are Christian. We are only told, here, that
God the Father and the Seven-fold Spirit are addressing them with grace
and peace. We know, primarily from Acts that mission work has been
going on here for a while.

101885 has 1wdvnc.

11 Ekklesia/ekklesiae means called out. We cannot overstress this
meaning. You are the called out or you are being called out. You are a
soldier for Christ. Report for duty.

12 \We distinguish the present, is, from the imperfect by adding the
helping word now, is now, now is.



John explicitly uses the word, exkincioig, not the word, cuvaywyn (Rv.
2:9; 3:9). While, exxinoioug, can refer to the calling out of all city
citizens for official action: we reject that idea, specifically because John
pictures it as a menorah. We also know that the first churches were
formed of converts from Jewish synagogues (cuvaymyn): so, depending
on the level of acceptance or rejection, the first churches were
sometimes Jewish synagogues and sometimes not Jewish synagogues.
The fact that John uses the word, cuvaywyn, pejoratively, leads us to
believe that John does not use the word, exkAnciaig, as a synonym for,
ocvvaymyn. What else might John mean? After long painful and
prayerful consideration, we have come to believe that John uses the
word, ekkAnoioug, which means called out, to refer to the character of a
unique people separated from both Judaism and paganism: thus,
ekkAnoioig, does seem to mean something like church after all: but its
force is being called out®®. However, we must tread lightly here: for, the
distinction is a fine one, seeing that at least one of the churches fits the
perfect description of, cuvaywyn, while other churches, obviously, are
still struggling with their separation from Judaism. After all, a true Jew
is a Christian, and a true synagogue is a church. Jesus loves them all
regardless of their circumstances. The difference between a synagogue
and a church, or a ruler and a bishop is a matter of the heart: the one
loves God sincerely, while the other does not... but, the outward
appearance may be indistinguishable. We will revisit this puzzle in the
next two chapters.

13 Ekklesia/ekklesiae means called out. We cannot overstress this
meaning. You are the called out or you are being called out. You are a
soldier for Christ. Report for duty.



Rv. 1.5 - kot omtd moov yptotov ho pdptuc ho moetdg ho tpmtodToKOC
TOV VEKPOV Kal ho dpywv tov BaciAémv e yng T ayardvtt hnudc kot
Moavtit* hnuég ex™® tov hapoptidv hnuov ev to haipott awton

Rv. 1.5 - from Jesus Christ, the Witness, the Faithful, the Firstborn of
the dead, the Ruler of the kings of the land (tn¢ yng, Ha’ Aretz), the One
Loving us, the One Freeing!® us from our sins by His blood,

Is this our first encounter with the second attributive position as a
dramatic effect? Imagine an announcer calling out the name of Jesus
Christ in a very loud voice to a very large audience; then insert a
dramatic pause with each, “the”, followed by a comma, before giving
the equally loud description.

The kings of the land are Saul, David, Solomon, and all the kings of
Israel, until its demise in 722 BC; as well as all the kings of Judah, at
least until its destruction in 586 BC.

The use of the word yng (yn, yne, yn, ynv, no plurals were found) as in
™G YN is spectacular. Revelation uses the genitive singular, yng, 42
times; the accusative, ynv, 25 more times; the nominative and dative, yn,
according to our count, a few times: the total manual count, 82 times in

14 Stephanus has Aovoavrt ¥ Lovw: to wash. WH has Mcovtt ¥ Ae: to
loose, release, free. These two words are obviously closely related in
Greek.

15 Stephanus has and; the difference between o6 and €k is minuscule.

16 The aorist Aoavti, Who was freeing, is awkward, the present tense
results in a smoother English idiom: but the verb is definitely a past
tense.



all. This is a sufficiently large number to define much of the location of
Revelation; especially, since, the word xo6cpov (kd6cuog, KOGLOV,
KOoL®, KOGUoV) is only used three times (Revelation 11:15; 13:8; 17:8).
Nevertheless, yn, can mean dirt, earth, land, or even world (though not
so much in contrast with k6cuog, which is John’s favorite word for
world, for example, John 3:16). The real question being raised is what
does, yn, mean to John?

John gives at least three references to Psalm 2 (Revelation 2:27; 12:5;
19:15). What does Psalm 2 have to say about, yn? The Septuagint has
some form of, yn, in Psalm 2:2 (tfi¢ y1ic), 8 (t1ig y7c), and 10 (tnv yiv),
which is very similar to the phrases used by John. In each of these
places the Leningrad Codex has Aretz, the Land: more specifically, in
the Hebrew mindset, the Land of Abraham, Isaac, Israel; the Land
Moses sought, but never entered; the Land of Promise; the title of the
national newspaper today, Ha’Aretz, The Land.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haaretz).

You can work out the details for yourself: but, throughout the Old
Testament, God does not have much of a complaint against Gentiles.
Throughout Judges, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, and many of the
Prophets, God’s major complaint is about the idolatry of the Israelites
and Jews. Yes, they go astray worshiping the many Canaanite idols: but,
God is concerned about the Israelites and Jews, rather than the
Canaanites (Isaiah chapters 1 and 2). When lIsrael is destroyed in 722,
and Judea is failing, the prophet asks how God can punish the Holy
People with an unclean enemy (Habakkuk 1). Jesus’ main adversary is
Pharisaism, not Gentiles: Pharisaism led the attacks against early
Christianity. The ugly KJV mistranslation of Psalm 2, leads us to
believe that Gentiles are the problem. No, the rod of iron is especially
intended for atheist and idolatrous Israelites and Jews (Matthew 21:38-
39; Mark 12:7-8). Before the Crucifixion, they killed the Prophets
(Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34. After the Crucifixion, they killed the



Apostles. Yet, the rod of iron may be fittingly applied to others after the
first century.

What is the rod of iron? It is the specific promise to return Israel/Judah
to the idolatries and slaveries of Egypt. The rod of iron is a uniquely
Egyptian idea. Evidently, the Egyptians maintained potter’s vessels
representing all of their vassals and enemies. If any adversary stepped
out of line, Pharaoh would smash that adversary’s representative clay
vessels with his iron scepter.” This meant that all diplomacy had ended,
and a status of war was begun. God had little reason to declare war on
very many Gentiles: they were not under the Law and had not yet broken
it.

Aretz, means yn, for John and us, and yn means Land, the Land of Israel.
Revelation is not a prophecy of the end of the world; Revelation is a
prophecy about the termination of Israel and replacing it with a new
kingdom (Matthew 21:43).

This does not give us warrant to accuse or even blame Israel/Judah for
the death of Jesus. Ezekiel 18 forbids the assignment of sin to any other
person or generation: Judaism is free from all such charges. Elsewhere,
we learn that the death of Christ buys the redemption of all mankind
(John 3:16): so, in this sense, all mankind, Jew and Gentile alike, stand
accused or to blame for the death of Jesus. The sins of an individual
belong to that individual alone.

However, chapters 2, 4, 15, and 22 do not mention, hn yn, Ha’ Aretz, at
all; chapter 3 only once. The 81 remaining occurrences are distributed
among the remaining 17 chapters: over 4.76 instances per chapter on

17 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Execration_texts



average. This means that, hn yn, Ha’Aretz, is one of John’s principal
themes. When we couple this with our understanding of the Jewish-
Roman Wars, we see that Ha’ Aretz ceased to exist as a legal entity
between the years 136 and 1948: the Romans had renamed the city Aelia
Capitolina (which may have precipitated the third war); they plowed
over the city limits and temple mount; they built a new city on the site
(Aelia Capitolina); they populated the surrounding lands of Judea with
Romans (many of them soldiers); they erected statues of Jupiter and
Hadrian on the temple mount; they made it illegal for Jews to enter Aelia
Capitolina (formerly Jerusalem) except on Tisha B’Av* (the great day
of mourning). This means that all of John’s references to, hn yn,

Ha’ Aretz, are either before 136, after 1948, about some mystical sense
of Ha’ Aretz, or about the new heavenly Ha’ Aretz.

But, after 1948 seems unlikely, because of the repeated references to
quickly, soon, and the like. If after 1948 we may expect the absolute
annihilation of Israel and all her involved adversaries: which would still
not be a worldwide cataclysm. The present war in Gaza is sad enough.

If references are to the heavenly Ha’ Aretz, they could be any time
between 33 and the Second Advent.

If prior to 136, we believe that they most likely refer to some aspect or
other of the Jewish-Roman wars. We leave that for you to ponder: but,
Jewish-Roman wars or not, they most certainly only apply to some
aspect of Jewish life, which is important for citizens of Asia to
understand.

18 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tisha_B%27Av



This means that Churchill and Stalin were greatly misled by the
mistranslations of KJV and the like, and ignorantly made a decision
directly opposed to God’s will, when they established a new nation
Israel or Ha’Aretz in 1948. If they made such a decision knowingly it is
even worse: for, we ourselves have been cast into a situation of lasting
conflict and war with God (Malachi 1:1-4).

Rv. 1:6 - ko emoinoev hnudc Boaotieiov®® hiepeic tm 0ed ko matpi
aTob owTd hn §6&a Kkat To KpaTog £1¢ Tove armvag "0 aufv

Rv. 1.6 - He made us a kingdom, priests to [the] God [and] His Father:
to Him [be] the glory, and the might for the ages. Amen.

Having briefly indicated that Israel/Judah is about to be terminated, He
now briefly indicates the sort of kingdom we will be; a kingdom of
priests: our principal function is to lead the world (k6cpoc) in worship.
There are roughly 8 billion people in the world today; there are about 2.4
billion Christians worldwide: we still have a long way to go, we are 5.6
billion people short.

Rv. 1.7 - 1000 £pyetal LETA TOV VEQPEADV KO OYETAL QVTOV TOG
o@OaApoc ko hottveg avtdv eekévinoay Kot KOWYOVTIOL €T ALTOV TAGHL
hot puiai g yng vor apny

19 Stephanus has Bactieic, which means Kings; Bacileiav means
kingdom.

20 Aleph adds tov axdve. Stephanus adds tov cidvov.



Rv. 1:7 - Look! He comes with the clouds. Every eye will see Him;
[even] those who pierced Him. All the tribes of the land (tng ync,
Ha’Aretz) will wail over Him. Yes! Amen!

This is undeniably, Jesus. The tribes of the land (tng yng, Ha’Aretz) are
specifically the tribes of Israel. This is clearly a prophecy of the Second
Advent of Jesus with His Father (they are both coming): unless this is
about the experience of individual human death, this definitely applies to
a date after 1948 AD.

T23

Rv. 1:8 - ey® gl 10 dApo ko to 2! 722 Aéyer T2 kdpiog ho 0edc ho wv

kat ho nv kat ho epyouevoc ho mavtoxpdtmp

Rv. 1:8 - | Am the Alpha and the Omega, says [the] Lord, [the] God; the
One Being; the Now Is; the One Coming; the Almighty.

This, “ho wv kot ho nv ka1 ho epyduevoc”, is God the Son: not God the
Father. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit possess the
same single essence in three hypostases.

Rv. 1:9 - ey 1wwdvvne?* ho adelpdc hvpdv kot cuykotvmvog ev
OAlyel ko Pactieio ko huopovny v 1Noob €yevouny v I vijom
KOAOVUEVN TATU® S1d TOV AGYOV ToL BE0D KoL TNV popTLpioy 1Noov

2L dpeya

22 Stephanus adds apym xot TeAog.
23 Stephanus adds ho.

24 1885 has 1wdvnc.



Rv. 1:9 - 1, John, your brother, and colleague in the tribulation, kingdom,
and perseverance in Jesus; was brought forth in the island [the] being
called Patmos, through the Word of [the] God, the Witness of Jesus.

John calls the tribulation, which is almost always advertised as a future
cataclysmic, catastrophic, global event; John claims to be enduring it:
this most likely refers to the First Jewish-Roman War (66-73).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_War

To be brought forth emphasizes an undeniable remembrance of Birth
from Above (John 3:3, 5).

Rv. 1:10 - gyevounv ev mvedpott gv T Kuplokn hnuépa kat rovca
OTic® LoV POV HeydAnv hwg cdAmtyyog

Rv. 1:10 - | was brought forth in [the] Spirit, on the Lordian Day. |
heard behind me, a great voice, as of a trumpet,

In case we missed it the first time, Birth from Above (John 3:3, 5).

Trumpets don’t talk; people don’t ordinarily trumpet without the
assistance of a cdAmiyyog, or other horn. John’s strange language,
employing symbolic representations, is to snap us to attention over this
extraordinary scene.



Rv. 1:11 - Aeyovong ™ ho BAérelg ypayov 1c PipAiov ko mépyov toig
hentd exkAncioic T8 g1 £épecov kat g1 GUOPVOV KoL 1 TEPYOULOV KO

e1¢ Qudterpa ko €1¢ 6apdelg kot €16 PAadEApetav?’ kat €1 Aoodiketov?

Rv. 1:11 - saying, “What [the] you look at, write?® in a book. Send® [it]
to the seven ekklesiae: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.

Look at, not just, see. John is to give careful attention to everything and
record it, whether he understands it or not.

Until now, Aleph/Sinaiticus has confronted us with minor issues: now,
following épecov, “kat 1¢ TéEpyapov kot €1¢ Buatelpa ko 1¢ Luvpvoy
Kot €1¢ LLadEAPLa Kat €1¢ Aaodikiay.” The city of cpopvav is spelled
Cuopvav and the sequence changed; capdeig is missing: we can no
longer explain or see how earlier explorers got from Aleph/Sinaiticus to
WH. The trail to an earlier Vorlage has grown cold.

Rv. 1:12 - kou ™3 enéotpeya PAéney Tnv eoviv hitig eldAier® pet epod
Kot emoTpéyag eidov hemtd Avyviog ypvodg;

25 Stephanus adds gy® i o & kot To o ho mTpdtog ko ho éoyoTog ka.
26 Stephanus adds toig ev acia.

271885 has piladelpeiav.

28 1885 has Aaodikeiav.

29 Another troublesome aorist

30 Another troublesome aorist

31 RP adds exei, there.

32 Stephanus has the aorist, rather than the imperfect.



Rv. 1:12 - | turned around to look at the voice which now talks with me.
[While] turning around, | saw seven golden lampstands.

Rv. 1:13 - kou ev péom tav Aoyvidv hopotov huiov2 avBpodmov
EVOEOVUEVOV TTOOT PN KOl TEPLECOGUEVOV TTPOG TOIS UaGTOIG Cdvnv
YPLCAV

Rv. 1:13 - Amid the lampstands, a likeness [of the] Son of Man having
clothed [Himself] to [the] foot; having been belted to the chest [with] a
golden belt.

This is a direct reference to the menorah in the Tabernacle: which
clarifies several things for us. The Great Menorah, the OT depiction of
the Spirit of God, was always One, and always seven lamps. There is
only One Spirit of God: but, He lights the lamp for every true church and
every true Christian (Acts 2). Without these lights, we would never be
able to see our way. Seven Spirits, seven days of creation, the
completion of God's perfect leadership: this is the perfection of light.

The Table of Showbread, is a reference to the Heavenly Manna, the
Emovoiov, the Body and Blood of Jesus, that by His single effort of
perfect obedience satisfies all the righteous demands of the Law for us:
hence, obedience to the Law was always received by grace through faith.

The central pillar of the menorah is the risen Christ Himself. The
branches are the churches or in household menorah individual believers.
The flames are the Holy Spirit. There are many branches and many

33 Stephanus, RP & Th have the dative, rather than the accusative.



flames: but only One Bride/Church and One Spirit, each multifaceted in
glory. Thus, the Great Menorah shows the light of the Spirit with Christ;
yet, as with a candlelight service, the light of the Great Menorah is
shared with every synagogue menorah; and from thence, to every
household menorah. The symbolism of the Great Menorah, comes to
life in Acts 2. This is why the most important task of any star is to see
that the eternal flame never goes out.

Rv. 1:14 - hn 8e xepoin owtod ko hat Tpiyec Aevial hoc®* éplov Aevkodv
hog y1dv kat hot opBoipoi ocwtod hwg Ao TLPOS

Rv. 1:14 - Now, His head [is] also [flourishing with] white hair as white
wool, as snow (Daniel 7:9; Matthew 28:3). His eyes [are] as a flame of
fire.

Rv. 1:15 - ko hot 166eg avtov hopotor yorkolBave hog ev kopive
nenvpopivNc® ko hn vy ovtod hog povi huddtov ToAldY

Rv. 1:15 - His feet [are] like fine bronze, as having been fired in a
furnace. His voice [is] as a voice of many waters (Daniel 10:6).

Rv. 1:16 - ka1 &xov gv 1N 0e€1d xe1pi anTov aoTépac NETTA Kot €K TOV
oTOMOTOC aTOV Npopgaia dictopog oela ekmopevouévn kat hn oyig
avtob hwg ho hiog gaivel ev T duvauel avton

34 Stephanus has as if, rather than as.

% Stephanus has the nominative plural masculine, rather than the
genitive singular feminine.



Rv. 1:16 - ... having seven stars in His right hand. From His mouth a
sharp two-edged sword [is] pouring forth. His face [is] as the sun
(Matthew 17:2); it shines with His power.

In His hand shows his authority of control over these stars (Proverbs
21:1).

Rv. 1:17 - kot hote €idov avtdv €meca mpoc Tovg TdHdag ovtod hwg
vekpdc kot £0nkev® v Sekidy awtov T e gpé Adyov T8 pun eopov eyd
ewd ho mpdtog ko ho £oyortoc

Rv. 1:17 - When | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead. He put His right
[hand] upon me, saying, “Do not fear, I Am the First and the Last;

Rv. 1:18 - ko ho v kot eyevouny vekpdc kot 1000 (v i €1 TOVG
advoc TV odvev T2 kot £xm Tag kKAelg Tov BavaTtov kot Tov hddov

Rv. 1:18 - the Living One. | was brought forth [from] decay*®. Look! I
am the Living One into the ages of the ages. | have the keys to [the]
Thanatos and [the] Hades.”

36 Stephanus adds the prefix eni to the base word.

37 Stephanus adds ygipo.

38 Stephanus adds pot.

39 Stephanus & RP add auqv.

40 Jesus was raised from the dead before necrosis could set in.



Rv. 1:19 - ypayov ovv hé gidec kot hé eisiv kon hé péhier yivesOo*
LETE TAVTO,

Rv. 1:19 - So, write what you saw; [things] which are; and what is about
to be brought forth with these [things].

Rv. 1:20 - to pootiplov tov hentd actépwv hooc* eideg ent tng de€idg
Lov kot to¢ hemtd Avyviag tag ¥pvoadg hot hentd actépec dyyelotl Tmv
hentd exkAnodv gietv kot har Aoyvion hat herté®3, ™4 hertd exkinoion
elGtv

Rv. 1:20 - The mystery of the seven stars, which you saw at My right;
[with] the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are [the] messengers
of the seven ekklesiae. The seven lampstands are [the] seven ekklesiae.

The seven stars, together with the Moon and the Sun, follow the pattern
of Joseph’s dream (Genesis 37:9). The stars are a metaphor, trope, or
type of Israelite leadership down through the ages: this is appropriately
applied to synagogue leadership. Moses first asked God for assistance
in His work after 1406 BC. God granted Moses seventy-two spirit
empowered presbyters, who would give their lives to the study, teaching,
and application of Torah (Numbers 11:24-29). These were the first
Sanhedrin, even though, by the time of Nicodemus (circa 30 AD), they
had misplaced the Spirit (John 3:1-16). Together with the tribal heads,

41 TH has yevécOau, the aorist, rather than the present.

42 Stephanus has the genitive, rather than the accusative.

43 Stephanus has the first attributive position, rather than the second.
44 Stephanus adds héc idec.



and prophets, they formed the leadership of Israel, before the kingdom
was established.

The seven stars are not the flames of the Spirit. The seven stars are
either the rulers of the synagogues or the bishops of the churches or
both, depending on the timing and reality of their own conversion.
Because this is the living menorah of God: these are not the pagan civil
governors of these cities. The chief duty of a synagogue ruler or church
bishop is to see that the eternal flame never goes out: thus, these stars are
the primary attendants of their menorah’s, each a type of The Great
Menorah.

Since, there is little evidence that Christianity was anything more than
seven starting missions at this time: the ekklesiae are not the city
ekklesiae. Rather, they are organized as towns or tribes within each city.
So, these stars are supposed to be the Spirit filled, led, and powered
human leadership of the seven ekklesiae, their Bishops, after their
conversion; or the rulers of the synagogues before their conversion.

They are not angels (spirit beings): for, why would holy angels ever sin?
They are not, presbyters: for presbyteral responsibility begins and ends
with studying and teaching the Word and words of God. They are
responsible for protecting the Christian ekklesia from all enemies within
and without. How are they to accomplish this task? By holding high the
light of God’s Holy Spirit, the source of their power. Some of them
have sufficient power: but, have failed to varying degrees at their God
assigned task. Others are too weak, or lead a weak ekklesia: so, they
must endure persecution and martyrdom. But, some with power, even
tolerate houses of prostitution in their towns....

On the other hand, wealthy Jewish businessmen always had inside
contacts with temporal powers. There is even a small chance that the



Governor himself was a Jew. What is difficult to grasp here, is how
Jesus will hold this Governor or Bishop accountable, if he has no
authority over the wrongful actions involved.

Note the format: one town, one church, one Bishop. This will not
change until Constantine.

Timeline

Attempting to construct a timeline encompassing all seven churches of
Asia has proved daunting. We do not have absolute, complete, and
comprehensive archaeological knowledge or historical reporting: all
reports are not written from the same perspective.

Some of these cities trace their rise to prominence to 1000 BC, or
possibly earlier; which is about the time of David (1010-970 BC), and
Solomon (970-930 BC). Such cities can easily have undiscovered
existences from the Stone, Neolithic, Chalcolithic (Copper), Bronze, and
Iron ages. Minimalists* generally deny any historicity to these ages.

The rise of a city to prominence is about money. The east-west traffic in
consumer goods, later, sometimes called the Silk Road*, was multiple
systems of roads extending from China, possibly even Japan, to Spain.

4 Minimalists, in this sense, deny the historicity of anything prior to the
divided kingdom (930), calling it prehistoric. They also tend to prefer
later dates, over earlier dates: so, if 900 +/- 50 is hypothetically possible
from carbon dating, they tend to prefer the 850 date.

%6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road



The north-south traffic, including the Via Maris (way of the sea)*’
extended from Egypt and farther south, to Anatolia and northward. The
intersections of these transportation systems were important locations
for taxation and trade: which explains why great political powers vied
for their control. Because sea navigation was still somewhat primitive, it
would appear that most navigators hugged the shore: still, transportation
by boat is always more efficient than transportation by land.

Early traffic in copper came from Cyprus; Solomon is reported to have
brought his silver from mines in Spain and/or Sardinia; iron was
transported by land from India*®. The sale, and technological
development of these and other metals determined the advance and
prominence of city development. A copper weapon quickly overcame
one of wood and stone. A bronze weapon usually bested a copper one.
Iron development and monopoly partially explains the early dominance
of Philistia over Israel. Everybody knows the fame of Damascus Steel*°,
When my sword can cut your sword in half with a single blow or two, |
tend to dominate you. When my bow can outshoot your bow by
hundreds of yards, with greater accuracy, propelling heavier arrows,
with greater target penetration, | tend to dominate you.

Many other materials and technologies were of great importance, as
well: dyes, linen, papyrus, parchment®, and of course, luxury items like
gems, gold, ivory, pearls, and more.

47 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Maris

48 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of metallurgy_in_the Indian_
subcontinent

49 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damascus_steel
S0 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parchment



Marketing of such items required loading and unloading them, from
ships onto docks, thence to land based customers: so, a city by the sea,
with a functioning port, partially explains that city’s prosperity.

Another early and universal motive seems to be finding a nice place to
locate a palace: security, and view were all important. Elevation
provides strategic oversight, which is important for control, dominance,
and management, as well as the ability to see adversaries coming, and
repel their advance... it’s much easier to fight going downhill than going

uphill.

There are other factors: principally wisdom. Control of banking,
communication, entertainment, and transportation media provides
distinctive advantages without war. Because of Solomon’s early
alliances with Phoenicia, Israelite sailors rapidly learned mastery of the
sea, so necessary for moving silver from Spain to Judea; thus,
establishing Israelite colonies (with banking, entertainment, synagogues,
and more) in every major seaport in the Mediterranean, and possibly
beyond, up the western coasts of Europe and Africa.

So, Israel was conquered by Assyria (722 BC); Judah was conquered by
Babylon (586 BC); Babylon was conquered by Medo-Persia (aka
Achaemenid Empire). Under Croesus (585-546 BC)>! Lydia controlled
most of western Anatolia, until defeated by Persia (547 BC)®?, by 539
BC Persia had conquered Babylon®3: so. eight years before the conquest
of Babylon, Persia was already in political control of the seven-cities:

> https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croesus
52 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Thymbra
53 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Opis



we do not know to what extent that victory affected daily lives in Asia,
battle continuing until circa 540 BC and possibly beyond.

The Greeks were not delinquent in retaliation (499-449 BC). The
Persians were finally defeated, after heavy losses in earlier lonian
battles™, at the battle of Marathon (490 BC)>. In a second Persian
invasion the Greeks were defeated at the battle of Thermopylae (480
BC)®®, but won the naval battle for Artemisium mostly because of
providential storms: the invasion ended with a Greek victory at Plataea
(479 BC)®. The situation quieted into an uncomfortable Greek-Persian
peace. Between 336 and 323 BC, the Macedonians under Alexander
conquered Persia®, thus ending over two hundred years of Greek-
Persian strife: but, leaving an unstable Macedonian government. At
Alexander’s death, the wars of the Diadochi (312 BC)*° ultimately
resulted in the establishment of the Ptolemies in Egypt (305 BC-79
AD)® and the Seleucids in Syria (305-63 BC)®'.

The Kingdom of Pergamon (282-129 BC)®%, which controlled most of
western Anatolia, wrested eventual independence from the Seleucids. In
133 BC, King Attalus III died without heir, and in his will left

*4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lonian_Revolt

> https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Marathon

% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Thermopylae

" https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle _of Plataea

%8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of Alexander the Great
59 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of the Diadochi

%0 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemaic_Kingdom

®1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucid_Empire

62 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of Pergamon



Pergamum to Rome®3; somewhat reluctantly, but not immediately
afterward the Roman province of Asia the most prestigious senatorial
province, governed by a proconsul was formed: it continued until 293
AD®,

Ephesus, existing as a city from circa 1000 BC, was one of twelve cities
in the lonian League® (lonia®®); the lonians are one of four ancient
Greek cultures; the city was abandoned circa 1500 AD.

Old Smyrna existed from circa 1100 BC. New Smyrna was established
around 400 BC. Smyrna (1zmir)®” is one of the cities in the Aeolis
Dodecapolis®®: the Aeolians are a second of the ancient Greek cultures®®;
Izmir continues today™. Because its harbor did not silt over, Smyrna
continued to grow in prominence. Circa 195 BC ties were broken with
Pergamum and established with Rome. The city was plagued by an
earthquake in the 178 AD. Ignatius, Polycarp, and Irenaeus would all be
involved there.

®3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attalus_II

%4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_(Roman_province)
65 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lonian_League

% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lonia

®7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smyrna

68 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeolis

% The other ancient Greek cultures, according to Herodotus, are the
Achaeans and Dorians: but, this is obscure. Except for Achaea, each had
a separate dialect.

70 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0zmir



Pergamum’* (Pergamon?’?) may have been established around 800 BC;
although classified as a Greek culture, we suspect from its geography,
was also Lydian, Hittite, and possibly others. It was, according to Pliny
the Elder (79 AD) the most important city in the province. According to
tradition Saint Antipas (92 AD), who was ordained bishop by John, was
burned alive there. Trajan (117 AD) conducted a comprehensive
redesign. Its several temples indicate a likely predominance of pagan
worship. It was destroyed around 1113 AD; but, rebuilt by Komnenos
around 1170 AD; it fell to ruins sometime after 1300 AD: yet, exists as
nearby Bergama today.”

Thyatira’™ (previously Pelopia and/or Semiramis) renamed Thyateira
(from daughter) in 290 BC; was possibly a combination of Lydian,
Mysian®, Phrygian’®, and other cultures; may have been visited by Paul

1 The city.

2 The kingdom.

73 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pergamon
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thyatira
7> https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mysia

76 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phrygia



and Silas (Acts 16:11-40)'" who stayed with Lydia’®. The Orthodox
population was deported in 1922 AD. Today it is called Akhisar’.

Sardis, once the capital of the Lydian® Empire, was founded circa 1500
BC; reached major city status by 600 BC; sacked by Cyrus around 547
BC; it was rebuilt as a Persian city; conquered by Alexander around 334
BC; passed to the Romans in 129 BC; suffered an earthquake in 17 AD;
in 295 AD it was the seat of the metropolitan of Lydia; abandoned circa
1402 AD; two hamlets survived; it is associated with Sart today.!

Philadelphia (Alasehir), probably of Lydian culture, was founded by
Eumenes II (189 BC); he “named the city for the love of his brother,
who would be his successor, Attalus 117, it was part of the estate that
Attalus III bequeathed to Rome (133 BC); circa 1922 AD, the city
burned?®2.

" This is unlikely. A more plausible scenario is that Thyatira is Lydia’s
hometown; she has long since moved to Philippi, where she established
her business and home; here in Philippi she meets with Paul and Silas.
Neither they, nor she, were ever necessarily connected to the work in
Thyatira.

8 The fact that the person Lydia retains the name of both city and
culture, reveals its lasting importance.

9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhisar

80 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia

81 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sardis

82 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolis_of Philadelphia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ala%C5%9Fehir



Laodicea, founded by Antiochus II Theos, in honor of his wife, Laodice,
around 261-253 BC, is thought to stem from Carian and/or Lydian
culture; Antiochus III, had transported 2000 Jewish families to the area
(213 BC); destroyed by earthquake (60 AD); rebuilt, the city was finally
destroyed sometime after 14502,

Rome created the Province of Asia in 129 BC, by combining Pergamon,
with lonia, and Aeolia (?)8. Thus, the seven cities are an amalgamation
of a wide variety of cultures and languages.

As far as we know alphabetic languages did not develop until relatively
late: Minoan Linear A (1800 BC)®, Linear B (1400 BC)®, which are not
truly alphabetic languages. We cannot distinguish between
Phoenician®’, proto-Canaanite®, and paleo-Hebrew? alphabets, except
for the differing bodies of literature they comprise; although older
claims of origins exist, ’m not aware of any actual artifacts prior to a

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laodicea_on_the Lycus
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_(Roman_province)
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear_ A
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linear B

87 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_alphabet#:~:text=The%20Phoe
nician%?20alphabet%20is%20an,found%20across%20the%20Mediterran
ean%?20region.

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Canaanite_alphabet

8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleo-Hebrew_alphabet
Paleo-Hebrew is the language of David, Solomon, Israel until 722, Judea
until 586, Isaiah called it the Lip of Canaan (Isaiah 19:18).



1200-1000 BC® abjad. The origin of Greek, whether Minoan or
Phoenician is disputed. Nevertheless, the development of the Greco-
Roman culture was greatly influenced by the development of this
Language, which, in many ways, served to unify this civilization. The
Roman elite kept and promoted the Greek language and culture.

By 930 BC the Israelites were already establishing communities and
Synagogues in lonian and other western cities: they were already mixing
with Greek and other cultures and languages. By 586 BC the paleo-
Hebrew language was beginning to transition to Square Text Aramaic,
the language of Babylon. By 516 BC Square Text Aramaic was the
language of the Jews. By 323 BC the Greeks had overcome
Assyrian/Babylonian/Medo-Persian civilization. By 200 BC Greek was
the official legal language of Judea. By the death of Christ in 33 AD,
there were already Greek speaking Judean cultures all over the
Mediterranean. By Pentecost 33 AD many of these various cultures had
heard their own dialect of Greek spoken in Jerusalem (Acts 2:7-8).
Within two decades the Gospel had already spread to the synagogues of
the Roman Province of Asia and beyond. Some synagogues received
the Gospel; others rejected it; still others could not tolerate the clash of
Greek and Jewish cultures; this tended to develop four different kinds of
Synagogues: Jewish Judaism only, Christian Jewish exclusively,
Christian Gentile exclusively, Christian Jewish and Gentile
cooperatively. We cannot be sure, which of these the ekklesiae Asia
minor represent.

% As of 2005 the Tel Zayit abjad was the oldest known artifact of this
kind. Contrary claims would necessarily be based on later finds and
would require careful certification.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zayit_Stone



The Ptolemies and Seleucids continued fighting, frequently in
Israel/Judaea and often enough over the control of Israel/Judaea.
Israelites tended to favor the Ptolemies over the Seleucids. Earlier
rivalry between Greco-Romans and Persians had already split
Christianity, ostensibly over Nestorianism (431 AD)®%. Long after
Roman dominance of both, the Ptolemy/Seleucid rivalry continued to
infect Christian theology; developed into competing seats of learning;
and would ultimately split Christianity at Chalcedon (451 AD): driving
away the Copts and other non-Chalcedonians. Justinian I (circa 538
AD) would turn it into Roman law, oppressing all who disagreed®”. By
1054 AD the Romans and Greeks would split until this very day. The
Council of Florence (1431-1449 AD)® clinched the nails. Hus (1415)
and Protestantism (1517) would produce more fractures: in all 45,000
denominations, worldwide today.

The seven ekklesiae of Asia: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, must somehow fit into this cultural and
linguistic conglomeration.

Revelation 2

RvV. 2:1 - to® ayyéAo T gV €0EGm eKKANGioc Ypoyov Tade A&yel ho
KpOT®dV ToVG hentd actépac ev ™ de€1d avtov ho mepmatmdv ev HEcm
TV hentd Avyviov tov xpucav

1 https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nestorianism#:~:text=Nestorianism
% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justinian_|
% https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of Florence



Rv. 2:1 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia® in Ephesus. The One
Exercising Might [over] the seven stars in His right [hand], the One
Walking About amid the seven golden lampstands says this,

Rv. 2:2 - 0ida to £pya GOV Ko TOV KOOV Ko TV humopuoviv 6ov kot
hott ov dVvN Pactdoot KakoHS Kot exeipacag Tove AEyovtog heawtong
QTOGTOAOVG Kol OVK €161V Kot hebpeg avtoe yevdeic

Rv. 2:2 - “I have known your works, the labor, your perseverance: that,
you are unable to endure corruption. You tried those saying they [were]
Apostles: and, are not. You found them [to be] false.

Rv. 2:3 - kot humopoviyv €xeig ko efdotacag d1d To Gvouo, Lov Kot OV
KEKOTIOKEG

Rv. 2:3 - You have perseverance; you endured through My name: not
having tired.

Rv. 2:4 - aALG £y® Kotd 6oL NhOTL TNV aydmny GOV TNV TPOTNV UPNKES

Rv. 2:4 - But, | have [this] against you; that, you denied your first love:

% Ekklesia/ekklesiae means called out. We cannot overstress this
meaning. You are the called out or you are being called out. You are a
soldier for Christ. Report for duty.



Rv. 2:5 - pvnudveve ovv mdlev méntmrac®™ kot ueTavoncov Kot Ta
TPOTU £PY0 TOINCOV €1 0 UN £pYOLoL” 6Ol Kol KIVIo® TNV Avyviay cov
€K TOL TOTTOV QTN EQV UT LETAVONONG

Rv. 2:5 - so, remember whence you have fallen. Repent. Do the first
works. Yet, if not, | come to you. | will move your lampstand from her
place, if you would not repent.

Rv. 2:6 - aALd ToOTO €YE1C hoTL HIcEic Ta Epya TV ViKoAait®v hd koy®
[ThTe)

Rv. 2:6 - But, you have this; since, you hate the works of the
Overcomers, which I also hate.”

Rv. 2.7 - ho £&ymv ovg akoVGATM® TL TO TVEDUA AEYEL TOUG EKKANGIONG T
VIKOVTL dO6M oVTd Payelv ek Tov EvAov g Long hod eotiv ev T
Topadeicm Tov B0V

Rv. 2:7 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae, “I will give to those overcoming, to eat from the Tree of Life,
which is in the Paradise of God.”

Rv. 2:8 - kot T ayyého T v opdpvn ekkAnciog ypdyov tade Aéyet ho
TpmTOG Ko ho éoyartoc hog eyéveto vekpoc kot Elnoev

% 1885 has néntoKec.



Rv. 2:8 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in Smyrna. The First
and the Last, Who, was brought forth [from] decay®® and lived, says this,

Rv. 2:9 - 0ida” cov v OAly1y Kot v tteyeiov aALE TAOVGL0C €1 Ko
Vv BAacenuiay ek Tov Aeydvimv 10vdaiovg ivar heavtovg kot ovk
EIGTLV AALQ cLVOY®YN TOL COTAVA

Rv. 2:9 - “I have known your tribulation, and poverty: but, you are
wealthy; the blasphemy of those claiming to be Jews themselves, are
not, but, [are] a synagogue of Satan.

Rv. 2:10 - un eofod hé pérleic maoyev 1000 uéAiel fariey ho
d1aBoroc €& huudv gic pioxnv hiva weipacOnte ko héymre®” OAyy
hnuepdv déka yivov ToTd Aypt BovaTov Kot SMOo® GOl TOV GTEPAVOV

g Comg

Rv. 2:10 - Fear none [of the things] which you are about to suffer.

Look! The Devil is about to throw [some] of you into prison, so that
you would be imperiled. You will have a tribulation of ten days. Be
brought forth faithful until death. I will give you the wreath of life.”

Rv. 2:11 - ho éymv ovg akovcdTm TL TO TVELL AEYEL TaUG EKKANGiaic ho
VIKOV 0V un adiknOn ek Tov Bavdtov Tov dgVTEPOL

% Jesus was raised from the dead before necrosis could set in.
971885 prefers éynre.



Rv. 2:11 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae, “Those overcoming, could never, ever be wronged by the
second death.”

Rv. 2:12 - ko1 1o ayyéAm NG €V Tepydum eKKANGiog Ypdwov Tdde AEyet
ho &xwv v hpougaiav v dictopov v o&eiav

Rv. 2:12 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in Pergamum. The
One having a sharp two-edged sword says this,

Rv. 2:13 - o0ida mov kartowkeic homov ho Bpdvoc Tov catava Kot KPATES
TO OVOLLOL OV KOl OVK NPVIO® TNV TGTV LoV Kot €V Tong hnuépaig
avtidc® ho péptoc pov ho motdc [pnov] hog amextévOn map hvpiv
hémov ho cotavag katowkel

Rv. 2:13 - “I have known where you live, where Satan’s throne [is].
You support My Name. You did not deny My faith in the days of
Antipas, My faithful witness, who was put to death among you, where
Satan dwells.

Rv. 2:14 - oA\ €y kotd cov oAiyo hoTtt £xelg ekel kpaTovVTAG TNV
daynVv Paradp hog edidackev T Poardx Pareiv oKAVOIALOV EVOTIOV
TV huiov epanl payeiv eldmAobvTa Kot Topvevoal

Rv. 2:14 - But | have a few [things] against you; since, you have there,
those supporting the teaching of Balaam, who now teaches Balak to
throw a snare before the children of Israel: to eat idol sacrifices, and to
commit fornication.

%8 1885 has avrinog.



Rv. 2:15 - hoOtmg £xelg Kot 6L KPATOVVTOG TNV SO0V VIKOAAIT®V
hopoimg

Rv. 2:15 - Thus, you also have those supporting the doctrine of
Overcomers as well.

Rv. 2:16 - petavoncov ovv €1 0€ un £pYOoUaL” oot TayD Kol TTOAEUNGM UET
avt®V €v T hpoueaio Tov 6TOUATOS LOV

Rv. 2:16 - Therefore, repent! Yet, if [you do] not, | come to you
quickly. I will war with them with the sword of My mouth.”

Rv. 2:17 - ho éy®v 0v¢ 0KOVGAT® TL TO TVEDUO AEYEL TOIS EKKANGIOLG TM
VIKOVTL 0OG® QUTO TOV HUAVVO, TOV KEKPLUUEVOD KOl OMC® QT YHPOV
AEVKNV Kal €L TNV YNREOV Vo Kooy yeypauuévov ho ovdeic oidev et
un ho Aapupavov

Rv. 2:17 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae, “I will give to those overcoming, of the manna, having been
hidden. I will give them a white stone; upon the stone a new name,
having been written, which no one has known except those receiving

[it].”



Rv. 2:18 - ka1 1o ayyého to v Buateipolg exkAnciog ypdyov 1doe Aéyet
ho hutdc Tov B=ob ho £xmv tove 0@OuALoDC avTtov®® hwe EAdYa TLPdC
kot hot T6deg awtov hopotot yoAkoAPovem

Rv. 2:18 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in Thyatira. The Son
of God, the One Having His eyes as flaming fire; His feet like fine
bronze, says this,

Rv. 2:19 - 0ida” 6ov ta £pya Ko TNV aydmTnV Kot TV ToTV Kot TV
dtakoviav Kot TV huropoviv 6ov Kot ta £pya Gov Ta £6YaTo TAEIOVO,
TOV TPOTOV

Rv. 2:19 - “I have known of you: your works, love, faith, service, and
perseverance. Your last works [are] greater than the first.

Rv. 2:20 - aALd £xo katd cov hott ageic v yovaika 1eldfei hn
Aéyovoa heavtv TPoPNHTV Kol SIOACKEL KOl TAOVA TOVG ELOVE SOVAOVE
TOPVELGOL KO Payelv 10mAOBLTO

Rv. 2:20 - But, | have [this] against you: since, you release the woman
Jezebel, the one calling herself a prophet. She teaches and deceives My
servants to commit fornication and to eat idol sacrifices.

Rv. 2:21 - ka1 édmKa avtn ¥poévov hiva petavonon kot ov €L
LETAVONOOIL K TNG TOPVEINS AVTNG

9 The uncertainty brackets were removed because confirmation was
found at RP, SBL & TH.



Rv. 2:21 - | gave her time, so that she would repent. She did not wish to
repent of her fornication.

Rv. 2:22 - 1600 BdAA® avtiv €1 KAvNV Kol TOUC LotYeDOVTOG LET OVTNG
€1C OATYIV peyaAny edv un LETOVONCOVGLY €K TMV £PYMV QTG

Rv. 2:22 - Look! | throw her into a bed; and those [who] will be
committing fornication with her into great tribulation, unless they will
repent of her works.

Rv. 2:23 - ka1 o T€Kvo VTG OTOKTEVD €V BavaTm Kol YvaOGovVToL TAcot
hot exkAnciot hott eyd et ho epavvdv veppovg Kat Kopdiog Kot Mem
hopiv hekdotom katd to Epyo hvpmv

Rv. 2:23 - | will kill her children by Thanatos. The ekklesiae will all
know; since, | Am the One Searching minds and hearts. | will give to
you each according to your works.”

Rv. 2:24 - houiv dg Aéym to1c Aowmoig Toic ev Bvateipoig hdocsor ovk
Exovaty TNV ddaynv tavtnv hoitvec ovk £yvomoav ta Babéa tov catavd
hog Aéyovotv ov Bailm ep hvpdg dAio Bapog

Rv. 2:24 - Yet, | tell the rest of you in Thyatira, as many as do not have
this teaching, whoever did not know the depths of Satan. As they are
saying, | do not throw upon you another burden.

Rv. 2:25 - mAnv ho éyete xpatnoate dypic hov av hiém

Rv. 2:25 - Otherwise, whatever you have, control until whenever |
would arrive.



Rv. 2:26 - ka1 ho vik®v kot ho hpdv aypt téAovg T £pya. LoV dDOM®
avTO eCovoiay ent TV Bvav

Rv. 2:26 - Those overcoming; those guarding My works until [the] end:
I will give them authority over the nations.

Rv. 2:27 - ko mowavel avtovg ev hpdfdm 61dnpd hwg ta okevn o
Kepoapka ovvipiferor hog kayd einea mopd tov TaTpdS POV

Rv. 2:27 - They will shepherd them, with a rod of iron; they are broken
as the potter’s vessel.

Rv. 2:28 - ko1 d0OGM 0VTO TOV AGTEPA TOV TPMIVOV

Rv. 2:28 - As | also have received from My Father. | will give them the
dawn star.

Rv. 2:29 - ho éymv 0vg aKOVGATM TL TO TVEVUO AEYEL TOLG EKKANGIONG

Rv. 2:29 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae.

Revelation 3

Rv. 3:1 - kot T ayyéAm TG eV odpdEsY EKKANGIOG Ypdyov TaoE AEyel
ho éymv ta hentd Tvedpota tov B0b kat Tovg hentd actépag o0ida Gov
T €pya hott dvopa €xelg hott {ng kat vekpdg et



Rv. 3:1 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in Sardis. The One
Having the Seven Spirits of God, and the Seven Stars says this, “I have
known your works; since you have a reputation, that you live. You are
dead.

Rv. 3:2 - yivov ypnyopmv kot otiptoov to Aowd hé épueAlov omoboveiv
ov yap hevpnko” cov Epyo TERANPOUEVO EVOTIOV TOL B0V [LOV

Rv. 3:2 - Be brought forth awaking. Stabilize the rest, which are now
about to die: for, | have not found your works having been completed
before My God.

Rv. 3:3 - pvnuéveve ovv Tmg NGOG Kol NKOLGOG KOl THPEL KO
HeTavoncoov av ovv un ypnyopnonc hném hog khémg kot ov un yveg
nowov hdpav hiéw eni og

Rv. 3:3 - So, remember how you have received, and heard. Guard!
Repent! So, if you would not be awakened, | will come as a thief. You
would never, ever know what hour I will come upon you.”

Rv. 3:4 - alLa €ge1g oAiya ovopata ev 6apdecty hd ovk gpoivvay o
hydrtio cvtoOV Kot TEPTATNICOVGY UET ELOV €V AevKoic hott dlot” 1oty

Rv. 3:4 - But, you have a few names in Sardis, who did not defile their
garments. They will walk with me in white: since, they are worthy.”

Rv. 3:5 - ho vik&v hodtwg mepipaleiton ev hipatiog Acvkoic kot ov pn
e€alelym To dGvopa avtov ek ¢ Biprov e (g kot hopoloynowm to
OVOLLO, OVTOV EVAOTLOV TOL TATPOS LLOV KOl EVOTIOV TV OYYEA®V 0LTOV



Rv. 3:5 - Thus, those overcoming, will be wrapped in white garments. |
will never, ever erase their names from the Book of Life. | will confess
their names before My Father, and before His messengers.

Rv. 3:6 - ho éymv 0vg aKOVGAT® TL TO TVEVUO AEYEL TOLC EKKANGIONG

Rv. 3:6 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae.

Rv. 3:7 - kol T ayyeA® TG €V PIAOOEAPELD EKKANGIOGS VPOV TAOE
Aéyer ho hayloc ho aAnBwvog ho £ywv v KAetv david ho avoiymv kot
oLoeic KAeioetl Kat KAelmV Kol 0vogic avoiyel

Rv. 3.7 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in Philadelphia. The
Holy, the True, the One Having the Key of David, the One Opening, and
no one will lock, the One Locking, and no one opens, says this,

Rv. 3:8 - 0ida” cov ta £épya 1000 0EdmKa evdmiov” Gov BHpav
nveoyuévny v ovdeic dvvartor kKieicor avtv hott pukpdv €xeig
SVVOLLY Kol ETAPNGOS LoV TOV AOYOV KOl OVK 1|PVIG® TO OVOUOL LoV

Rv. 3:8 - “I have known your works. Look! I have given before you, a
door, having been opened, which no one has power to lock [#]; since,
you have little power: you guarded My word; you did not deny My
name.

Rv. 3:9 - 1000 010M €K TN CLVAY®YNC TOL GATAVE TOV AEYOVIWOV
heavtong 1ovdaiovg elval Kot 0VK 16TV AALG YEVSOVTAL 100D TOINCM®
avtovg hiva hm&ovoty kot TPOGKVVIGOVGLY EVOTIOV TMV TOdMY GOV Kl
yvootv hott eyd nydnnco” og



Rv. 3:9 - Look! | would give [those] from the synagogue of Satan, those
saying themselves to be Jews: they are not; but, they lie. Look! I will
make them, so that they will come: they will prostrate before your feet.
They would know that I loved you.

Rv. 3:10 - hott empnoag tov Adyov ¢ huropovig Lov Kayd g TnPNom
ek ™G hdpog tov mepacuod g perlovong Epyxector emi e
owkovuéVNG hoAng melpdoat ToVG KATOIKOVLVTOG EMTL TNG YN

Rv. 3:10 - Since, you guarded the word of My perseverance; | also will
guard you from the hour of the impending peril, to come upon the whole
habitation to imperil those inhabiting [tper] the land (tng yng,
Ha’Aretz).

Rv. 3:11 - épyopou tayd kpatet ho éyeic hivo undeic Aapn tov otépavov’
(o))

Rv. 3:11 - I come quickly. Strengthen what you have, so that no one
would take your wreath.”

Rv. 3:12 - ho vik®v TomMcm® avTtdv 6TOAOV €V T® VA TOV HE0D LoV Kot
EE® ov un €EEAON £T1 Ko YpAY® €T aVTOV TO Gvopa TOL B0V OV KoL TO
ovopa TNE TOAE®S TV Bg0D OV TNE KovnG 1EpoVcoAnuL hn
Kotafoivovcsa €K Tov ovpavoL amd Tov B0l LoV Kot To Ovoua” LoV TO
KOOV

Rv. 3:12 - Those overcoming, | will make them a stela in the temple of
My God. They would never, ever come outside [ever] again. | will
write on them the Name of My God; and the name of the city of My



God, the New Jerusalem, coming down from the heaven from My God,;
and My New Name.

Rv. 3:13 - ho éymv ovg aKoVoAT® TL TO TVEDUO, AEYEL TOC EKKANGTIOLG

Rv. 3:13 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae.

Rv. 3:14 - ka1 T ayyeA® TS €v Aoodikeia ekkAnoiog ypdyov 1aoe AEyet
ho apv ho paptuc ho motdg ko [ho] aAndivoc hn apyn g kticemc
0V Bg0V

Rv. 3:14 - Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in Laodicea. The
Amen, the Witness, the Faithful, the True, the Architect of [the] God’s
Creation says this,

Rv. 3:15 - 0ida” cov ta £pya hott 0vTE Yuypog €1 00TE (EGTOC OPELOV
WupOg N M GeoTog

Rv. 3:15 - “I have known your works; since, you are neither sweet, nor
spicy. If only you are now sweet or spicy.

Rv. 3:16 - hobtwg hott yhapodg 1 ko 00te (£0TOC 0VTE YLYPOS LEAL®
G€ EUECOL EK TOV GTOUOTOC LOV

Rv. 3:16 - Thus: since, you are bland; neither spicy nor sweet, | am
about to spit you from my mouth.



Rv. 3:17 - hoti Aéyeic hott mAovotog” el Ko TETAOVTIKA KOl OVOEV
ypetav &yo rkat ovk 0idag hott ov €t ho tolainwpoc kot eleetvoct® kan

TTOYOS KOl TVPAOG Kol YOUVOS

Rv. 3:17 - Since, you say, ‘Since, I am wealthy; I have been filled; I
have need of nothing.” You have known not: since, you are wretched,
without mercy, poverty stricken, senseless, and naked.

Rv. 3:18 - cuuPovied®m Got ayopdootl wop ELOV YPVGIOV TETVPWUEVOV
ek Topd¢ hiva Thovtnone kot hpdria Acvkd hiva weppdain kot pn
eovep®ON hn aleydvn TG YOUVOTNTOG GOV Kot KOALOVPLOV EyYPicOL
T0V¢ 0POaAOVC cov hiva PAERNG

Rv. 3:18 - | challenge you to buy from me gold, having been purified by
fire, that you would be wealthy; white garments, that you would wrap
around [yourself], [that] the shame of your nakedness would not be
brought to light; and eye wash to anoint your eyes, that you could see.

Rv. 3:19 - ey® hocovg edv PLAd eAEYYm Kot Toudev®m CNAELE 0LV Kot
LETOVONGOV

Rv. 3:19 - As many, if | love, | rebuke, and discipline. Therefore, be
determined and repent.”

Rv. 3:20 - 1600 héotnka et v Bvpav Kot KpoV® €AV TIC AKOVGT) TNG
QMOVNGS LoV Ko avoiEn v Bvpav e1cehedlGOL TTPOS VTOV Kol
JEUVNG® UET AVTOV KO AVTOC LET EULOV

100 1885 has ghewvoc.



Rv. 3:20 - Look! | have stood at the door, and | knock. If anyone would
hear My voice and would open the door; | will come in to them. | will
dine with them and they with Me.”

Rv. 3:21 - ho vik®v dmom avtd kabicot pet epov ev T Opdve pov hmg
Kay® eviknoo Kol ekdfica petd tov matpdg Lov v T BpOve avTov

Rv. 3:21 - Those overcoming, | will give to them to sit with Me in My
throne: as | also overcame, | sat with My Father in His throne.

Rv. 3:22 - ho éy®v 0vg aKOVGAT® TL TO TVED O, AEYEL TOLG EKKANGIOUG

Rv. 3:22 - Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ekklesiae.

The Ekklesiae of Asia

In order to better understand the Ekklesiae of Asia, we have attempted to
unfold the contents of Chapters 2 and 3, with their comments, by subject
matter. Our apologies for any words that may have been lost or used
twice in this somewhat difficult process.

The Address

We suspect that the tw/tnc switch, To ayyélm to/mg ev ... eKKAnciog
yYpawyov, is a trivial scribal error, unresolvable at this time: o in Rv. 2:1,
8, and 18; g in Rv. 2:12; 3:1, 7, and 14.



The addresses to the messengers of the seven ekklesiae are similar, each
taking the format, “Write to the messenger of the ekklesia in/of ...:

Rv. 2:1, Ephesus;
Rv. 2:8, Smyrna;

Rv. 2:12, Pergamum,;
Rv. 2:18, Thyatira;
Rv. 3:1, Sardis;

Rv. 3:7, Philadelphia;
Rv. 3:14, Laodicea.”

—+ —+ — — — — —

Jesus' Nature
The introductions of Jesus are also similar,
“10de Aéyel ho:

T Rv. 2:1, kpotdv To0¢ hentd actépac ev T de€1d avtov ho
TEPIMATOV €V LEGO TOV hENTA AvYVidV TOV YPLCOV;

T Rv. 2: 8, mpodtog kot ho éoyatog hoc eyéveto vekpdc kot Enoey;

T Rv. 2:12, éyov v hpoueaiav tnv dictopov v ofeiav;

T Rv. 2:18, hvidc tov 000 ho £xmv tove 0pOuipode avton® hog
eAOYa TLPOG Ko hot TOdec owToH hopototl YaAKOAPAV®;

T Rv. 3:1, &ov ta hentd mvevpata tov Bgov Katl Tovg hentd
0GTEPOC;

T Rv. 3:7, hayioc ho aAnBwvoc ho éxymv v kheitv dawvid ho avoiymv
Kol 0VOELS KAEIoEL Ko KAEI®MV Ko OVOEIC avolyeL;

T Rv. 3:14, apumv ho paptoc ho moetdg kot [ho] aAnbwvdc hn apyn g
KTicem¢ tov HBg0v.”

101 The uncertainty brackets were removed because confirmation was
found at RP, SBL & TH.



“The ... says this:

.'.

Rv. 2:1, One Exercising Might [over] the seven stars in His right
[hand], the One Walking About amid the seven golden lampstands;
Rv. 2:8, First and the Last, Who, was brought forth [from] decay?°?
and lived;

Rv. 2:12, One having a sharp two-edged sword;

Rv. 2:18, Son of God, the One Having His eyes as flaming fire;
His feet like fine bronze;

Rv. 3:1, One Having the Seven Spirits of God, and the Seven
Stars;

Rv. 3.7, Holy, the True, the One Having the Key of David, the One
Opening, and no one will lock, the One Locking, and no one
opens;

Rv. 3:14, Amen, the Witness, the Faithful, the True, the Architect
of [the] God’s Creation.”

This picture of Christ’s glory and power is similar, but not identical, to
that found in Chapter 1:

—+ =+ = — — —+ —+ —

there He is the Son of Man,

here the Son of God,;

there He is present amid the lampstands,

here He walks among them;

there He holds the keys of Thanatos and Hades,

here the key of David;

here is great emphasis on His power to lock and unlock;
here He is seen as having an intimate role in Creation.

This, the mightiest of all warriors, the one who slays Goliath sevenfold,
Is armed with: stars, lampstands, resurrection life, sword like speech,

102 Jesus was raised from the dead before necrosis could set in.



blazing eyes, brazen feet (He’s very sure of His step), holiness, truth,
and the key of David. He carries no sword or shield, no bow or arrow,
no spear, not even a sling and stone. He slays His enemies with the
breath of His mouth: even with absolution, confession, forgiveness,
reconciliation, redemption, and salvation. Whatever He touches, He
makes righteous. His power is the Spirit, not in temporal things. He is
the Architect of the Father’s Creation, as well as the Father’s New-
Creation. He is the Witness, the Faithful, the True. He is the Amen,
“the Ending, He 1%,

Jesus' Knowledge of the Stars

All of the following begin with the phrase/word, “oida”, “I have
known”. God knows our hearts, whatever we think we have been hiding
from others. Some of the observations of the messengers are lengthy,
others quite terse; the praise of Philadelphia is exceptionally long. The
absence of any praise for Sardis or Laodicea is astonishing.

Ephesus.

Rv. 2:2f, ta épya 6ov kot Tov k6mov Kot thv humouoviv cov kot hott ov
dvv” BooTtdoot KaKovE Kal ETEipacag Tovg AEyovtag heantong
aTOGTOAOLG Kol OVK €161V Ko hedbpec antovg yevdeic kot huropoviy
Exels Kal efAcTacC 01 TO OGVOLOL LoV KOl OV KEKOTIOKEC;

“Rv. 2:2f, your works, the labor, your perseverance: that, you are unable
to endure corruption. You tried those saying they [were] Apostles: and,
are not. You found them [to be] false. You have perseverance; you
endured through My name: not having tired;
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(Acts 18:19, 21, 24, 19:1, 17, 26, 28, 34, 35; 20:16, 17; 1 Corinthians
15:32; 16:8; Ephesians 1:1; 1 Timothy 1:3; 2 Timothy 1:18; 4:12;
Revelation 1:11; 2:1). Paul has an extensive and lengthy ministry at
Ephesus, which gives us background for John’s report. There were
genuine Christians at Ephesus, who were baptized with the Holy Spirit.
The Christian ecclesia had evidently separated from the synagogue at
John’s writing. There was also a large and powerful idolatry
cult/business for Diana there.

Smyrna.

Rv. 2:9f, cov v O iy kat v Tteyeioay oAAd TAOVGLOC €1 KL TV
BAacenuiay ek v Aeydvtmv 1ovdaiovg eivar heavtodg Kot ovk €16tV
OALG GUVAY®YN TOV catavd un eofov hd pEALEIC TaoyELY;

Rv. 2:9f, your tribulation, and poverty: but, you are wealthy; the
blasphemy of those claiming to be Jews themselves, are not, but, [are] a
synagogue of Satan. Fear none [of the things] which you are about to
suffer;

(Revelation 1:11; 2:8). There is no further information about the star of
Smyrna. John is already drawing a distinction between Christian Jews
and others who are not, in his terms, Jews at all. For John, Judaism is
Satanism and the synagogue is a place of Satan worship. The only true
Jew is a Christian Jew (Romans 2:28-29). So, we know from this that
the Christian ecclesia and its star have already separated from Judaism.

Pergamum.

Rv. 2:13, mov kotokeic hdmov ho Opdvog Tov Gatavd Kot KpoTeig 1o
OVOLLOL IOV KOl OVK MPVIAGM TNV TGTIV OV KOl £V ToNg nuépaig avTimag
ho pdaptug pov ho motodg [pov] hog amektavOn moap hvuiv homov ho
GOTOVAC KOUTOUKET;



Rv. 2:13, where you live, where Satan’s throne [is]. You support My
Name. You did not deny My faith in the days of Antipas, My faithful
witness, who was put to death among you, where Satan dwells;

(Revelation 1:11; 2:12). There is no further information about the star of
Pergamum either. Church tradition holds Antipas'® to be that star. The
ecclesial situation is the same as that in Smyrna: Judaism/Satanism is
deeply and thoroughly entrenched in both. Pergamum was the capital
(throne); Smyrna was its major seaport.

Thyatira.

Rv. 2:19, cov ta £pya Kot TV aydmny Kol TV ToTV Kol TV dtoukoviay
Kot TV hvopoviv Gov ko o €pya Gov Ta £6YaTA TAEIOVO TOV TPDOTOV;

Rv. 2:19, of you: your works, love, faith, service, and perseverance.
Your last works [are] greater than the first;

(Acts 16:14, 40; Revelation 1:11; 2:18, 24). There does not appear to be
any ecclesia in Thyatira, at first. Paul meets Lydia of Thyatira by the
river in Macedonia; she first offered hospitality to Paul and his
companions, where they stayed after their release from the Philippian
jail: her house is unlikely to be in Thyatira. She is unlikely to have
started any ecclesia in Thyatira: but we know little about its star,
organization, development, or if there had been a previous synagogue
there.
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Sardis.
Rv. 3:1, cov ta épya,

Rv. 3:1, your works;

(Revelation 1:11; 3:1, 4). Jesus knows. We do not.

Philadelphia.

Rv. 3:8ff, cov ta £pya 1000 dédwka evdmov’ cov BOpav Nvewyuevny
hnv ovdeic dvvartar kKAeicar avtiv hott pikpav €xelg dvvauty Kot
ETNPNOCOG LOL TOV AOYOV KOl OVUK PVNG® TO GVOLO LoV 1000 0100 EK
NG GLVOYMYNG TOV caTavd TV Aeyovtev heavtovg 1ovdaiovg givar Kot
OVK €161V 0AAG yevdovTal 1000 Tomom avtovg hiva hiéovoty kat
TPOCKLVNGOLGLY EVAOTIOV TOV TOOMV 60V Kot yvdotv hott eym nydnnoca’
o€ hot etpnoag Tov Adyov ¢ humopuovig Lov Kay® Ge TNPNom K TNG
hopog Tov Tepacuon g peArlovong Epyecdat et TG OIKOVUEVNG
hoAng meypdoat Tove KATOKOVVTOG €T TNG YNG;

Rv. 3:8ff, your works. Look! I have given before you, a door, having
been opened, which no one has power to lock [#]; since, you have little
power: you guarded My word; you did not deny My name. Look! |
would give [those] from the synagogue of Satan, those saying
themselves to be Jews: they are not; but, they lie. Look! I will make
them, so that they will come: they will prostrate before your feet. They
would know that | loved you. Since, you guarded the word of My
perseverance; | also will guard you from the hour of the impending peril,
to come upon the whole habitation to imperil those inhabiting [upenr] the
land (Ha’ Aretz).

(Revelation 1:11; 3:7). Other than what is written here, we have no hard
evidence to show why John heaps this most extensive of praises on



Philadelphia. Perhaps its name and reputation were enough that
Philadelphia would not stoop to the trivialities commonly found in other
cities. Love of brother was a major point of the Law; perhaps love of
brother would result in love of Jesus. Love is, after all, an open door.
We just do not know much else.

Laodicea.
Rv. 3:15, cov ta épya.”

Rv. 3:15, your works.”

(Colossians 2:1; 4:13, 15, 16; Revelation 1:11; 3:14). Jesus knows. We
do not. Paul writes about sincere believers in Laodicea: perhaps they
have all been martyred when John writes.

Jesus' Criticism of the Stars

Jesus’ criticisms are similarly varied.

Ephesus.

Rv. 2:4f, “aAld €xo Katd cov hOTL TNV aydmny Gov TNV TPOTNV OPNKESG
LV UOVELE OVV TOOEV TEMTOKOG KO LETOVOTCOV KO TO TPMTA, EPY,
Toinoov €1 dg Un £pYOoUOL” GOl KOl KIVIIGM TNV AvYVioy GOV €K TOL TOTOL
OVTNG EGV Un peTOVonone.”

Rv. 2:4f, “But, I have [this] against you; that, you denied your first love:
so, remember whence you have fallen. Repent. Do the first works. Yet,
if not, I come to you. | will move your lampstand from her place, if you
would not repent.”



The verb apnkeg is a very strong active word meaning send away, deny,
divorce, dismiss: it implies deliberate action from which one can repent.
Our earlier translation was intentionally softened, because this star’s
faith seems sound in other respects. Our first love is invariably being
begotten from above; that discovery, when the Spirit of God first shows
us that our sins are forgiven; God has already provided everything we
need in life (Matthew 6:8): we never need to ever ask God for things.
However, we can get used to being cared for; take such gifts for granted;
and stop being thankful for them. Our ingratitude, leads to other sins, as
we become less and less forgiving of others. What was once our love of
duty or our duty of love, becomes just duty, calloused, hardened,
uncaring, unfeeling: a kind of relentless, but unkind, perseverance... a
Grinch... a Grumpel Stiltskin. We need to be reminded that God is the
source of everything we are and have: our restored gratitude replenishes
our ability to forgive, makes us gentler, kinder, and softer again.

This can be complicated by covetousness, loneliness, self-pity, and other
concerns (Matthew 13:22). Incessant Bible study leads to spiritual
questions that few others share. Few others understand the emotional
and spiritual battles confronting religious leaders. A spouse may not
even have time enough from children and other duties to pray together,
even occasionally. Unfruitfulness, as with Jonah in Israel may also be
discouraging. Low pay can demoralize. This opens the door to other
temptations.

Nevertheless, ingratitude is the root cause in loss of first love: so, the
cure is remembering to be thankful for all the good things that God has
already provided. We really do have everything we need (Matthew 6:8).
We need to say thank you, meaningfully, more often. Gratitude is the
right attitude.

The idea that ingratitude has infected the worship of Israelites since 930
BC is a gross understatement of the dark reality (Romans 1:20-25).



The penalty is the moving or removing of the star’s lampstand: he/she
will lose her/his church. Ephesus was a city that had to move on a
regular basis: every time the harbor silted over, trade was lost, a new
harbor had to be found, and the city moved: eventually, this reduced
Ephesus to the status of an insignificant fishing village. Given Ephesus’
history, the star could not have missed the point. This prophecy was
limited to the star’s lifetime.

Smyrna.
There is no criticism of the star of Smyrna.

Pergamum.

Rv. 2:14ff, “aA) £&xo katd cov oAlya hott £yeig exel kpoatovvTag TNV
odaymv Paradp hog edidackev T Paidk Boreiv GKAVOUAOV EVOTIOV
TV huiov wepank payeiv eldmAlodvta Kot mopvevoal hovtwg Exel Kot
oL KPATOVVTG TNV 0100V VIKOAXIT®V hopoime pHetavoncov ovv et g
un €pyopot” 6ot TayL Kol TOAEUNoM® UET ALTOV €V TN hpougaio Tov
GTOUOTOG HoV.”

Rv. 2:14ff, “But I have a few [things] against you; since, you have there,
those supporting the teaching of Balaam who now teaches Balak to
throw a snare before the children of Israel: to eat idol sacrifices, and to
commit fornication. Thus, you also have those supporting the doctrine
of Overcomers as well. Therefore, repent! Yet, if [you do] not, | come
to you quickly. I will war with them with the sword of My mouth.”

Balaam (Numbers 22; 23; 24; 31:8, 16; Deuteronomy 23:4; Joshua 24:9;
Micah 6:5) was a prophet, that offered himself for sale. He refused to
curse Israel; but, convinced Balak (Numbers 22; 23; 24; Joshua 24:9;
Judges 11:25; Micah 6:5) that banqueting and sex could defeat Israel.



He was an enemy attacking the Church from without. This is not that
Balaam: but he is a type of what happens in Pergamum in the first
century. Evidently, that was a transferable concept that Israel easily
picked up to seduce and subvert their enemies. The star of Pergamum,
says nothing about this, and may have been influenced by it. Instead of
hating the sin, while loving the sinner, Christians become ensnared in
demonic activities like idolatry and fornication: it all starts with the
nonchalance of believing that these activities are not really all that bad...
soon the victims are ensnared and cannot escape. Jesus wars with the
sword of His mouth; the Overcomers war with weapons of metal, and
money, conquering by brute animal force. When Paul remarks that he
fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, he may have been referring to some
people, Overcomers.

Thyatira.

Rv. 2:20ff, “aAld £&xo katd cov hott apeic v yuvaika eldfel hn
Aéyovoa heavtiv TPOPNHTV Kol S1OACKEL KOl TAAVA TOVG ELOVE SOVAOVE
mopvedoal Kot payetv eldmAobvuta Kol £dmKa avth ¥povov hiva
LLETOVOM oY) Kot oV BEAEL peTavon oot €K TNG TOPVELXG oTNC 1000 PAAL®D
VTNV €15 KAIVNV Kal TOVG Hoyebovtag HET aTNG €1¢ OATyY peydAny eav
U1 LETOVOT)GOVGLV EK TMOV EPYMV QTN KOL TOL TEKVO OUTNG OTTOKTEV® EV
Oavato kot yvocovtal tacot hat ekkAnciot hott eym i ho gpavvov
veppovg Kot kKapdiag kot dddom houiv hekdotm kotd ta épya hvudv”

Rv. 2:20ff, “But, I have [this] against you: since, you release the woman
Jezebel, the one calling herself a prophet. She teaches and deceives My
servants to commit fornication and to eat idol sacrifices. | gave her time,
so that she would repent. She did not wish to repent of her fornication.
Look! I throw her into a bed; and those [who] will be committing
fornication with her into great tribulation, unless they will repent of her
works. | will kill her children by Thanatos. The ekklesiae will all know;
since, | Am the One Searching minds and hearts. | will give to you each
according to your works.”



Jezebel (1 Kings 16:31; 18:4, 13. 19; 19:1, 2; 21:5, 7, 11, 14, 15, 23, 25;
2 Kings 9:7, 10, 22, 30, 36, 37) was the queen of Israel who led her
husband Ahab (1 Kings 16:28, 29, 30, 33; 17:1; 18:1, 2, 3,5, 6, 9, 12,
16, 17, 20, 41, 42, 44, 45, 46; 19:1; 20:2, 13, 14, 34; 21:1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 15,
16, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 29; 22:20. 39, 40, 41, 49, 51; 2 Kings 1:1; 3:1,
5; 8:16, 18, 25, 27, 28, 29; 9.7, 8, 9, 25, 29; 10:1, 10, 11, 17, 18, 30;
21:3, 13; and throughout 2 Chronicles chapters 18; 21; 22; Jeremiah
29:21, 22; Micah 6:16) in the worship of Baal'®. This is not that
Jezebel: but she is a type of what happens in Thyatira in the first century.
We have been led to believe that Jezebel’s Baalism involved both male
and female cult prostitutes'®®, with the attendant sex acts being an
expected part of worship along with glutinous feasting. The implication
Is that this was the practice of internal enemies that had infiltrated within
the synagogue; whereas Balaam and Balak were external enemies.

Sardis.

Rv. 3:1ff “hoti dvoua éxeic hot {ng ko vekpoc €1 yivov ypryopdv Kot
omploov to. Aotrd hé épueilov amobaveiv ov yap hebpnka” cov Epya
TEMANPOUEVO EVOTLOV TOV BEOD OV VNUOVEVE 0LV TTOG EIANQOG Kol
NKOVGOG KO THPEL KOl LETAVON GOV AV oLV un ypnyopnone hiném hmg
KAEMTNG Kal oV un yvog mowav hopov hiém ent og”

Rv. 3:1ff “since you have a reputation, that you live. You are dead. Be
brought forth awaking. Stabilize the rest, which are now about to die:
for, | have not found your works having been completed before My God.
So, remember how you have received, and heard. Guard! Repent! So,
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if you would not be awakened, | will come as a thief. You would never,
ever know what hour I will come upon you.”

This appears to be one of those places, | do not even call it an ecclesia,
that is really popular. | cannot imagine a more scathing condemnation
than, “You are dead.” Until we begin to grasp John’s point and Jesus’
gift, that the power of the Spirit really is miraculous (John 4:5-30; 7:37-
39): we cannot and do not begin to understand Revelation. Jesus intends
to recreate, to bring forth, to beget from above, a dead star to life, and a
dead town to a living ecclesia.

Philadelphia.
There is no criticism of Philadelphia.

Laodicea.

Rv. 3:15ff hott obte yoypdc €1 00te (£0TOC OQELOV Yoy PO NG M (EGTOG
hobtwg hott yYhapodg €1 ko 00te (£6TOC 0VTE YLYPOS LEALD GE EUEcal €K
TOV oTOpaTOS  Lov hott Aéyeig hott mlovoiog” el Ko TEMAOVTNKA Ko
ovdév ypetav &ym kar ovk oidag hott ov €1 ho takainwpog ko ekectvoct’
KOl TTOYOG Kot TVPAOS KOl YOUVOC GUUBOVAED® GOl OLyOPAGHL TTOP ELOV
YPLGIOV TETVP®UEVOV €K TLPOG hiva TAovTHoNg Ko hpdtio Agvkd hiva
nepPaAn Kot un eavepwO1 hn aioybvn g Youvotntog” cov Kot
KOALOVPLOV gyypicat Toug opBaAuovs cov hiva PAETNG ey®d hdocovg edv
PIAD EAEYY® Kol TOOEL® CNAEVE 0LV KAl LETAVOT| GOV
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Rv. 3:15ff “since, you are neither sweet®, nor spicy'®. If only you are
now sweet or spicy. Thus: since, you are bland; neither spicy nor sweet,
| am about to spit you from my mouth. Since, you say, ‘Since, I am
wealthy; I have been filled; I have need of nothing.” You have known
not: since, you are wretched, without mercy, poverty stricken, senseless,
and naked. I challenge you to buy from me gold, having been purified
by fire, that you would be wealthy; white garments, that you would wrap
around [yourself], [that] the shame of your nakedness would not be
brought to light; and eye wash to anoint your eyes, that you could see.
As many, if | love, | rebuke, and discipline. Therefore, be determined
and repent.”

We encounter a second dead town. The first one fancied its popularity.
This one fancies its wealth: which, as with, “The Emperor’s New
Clothes”, is invisible, transparent. The same healing cure is necessary.
Jesus stands beating on the door to bring new life. The dead must hear,
be thirsty, and willing (Revelation 22:17).

Notes

Ephesus has an extenuating condition:

Rv. 2:6, “aAAd To0TO £Y€1c hoTL piceic Ta £pya TV VikoAaitov hd kayd
Hom”

108 Sucrose means sweet, not cold.

109 Zest means spicy, not hot in the thermal sense. This is talking about
taste, not temperature.



Rv. 2:6, “But, you have this; since, you hate the works of the
Overcomers, which I also hate.”

Up until this point, discussion has been exclusively about the bishop.
Smyrna will face unjust imprisonment.

Rv. 2:10, 1000 périel Bariey ho dtaforoc €€ huudv gic pvioknyv hivo,
nepocOnTe kot héymtell® O iy hnuepdv Séka”

Rv. 2:10, “Look! The Devil is about to throw [some] of you into prison,
so that you would be imperiled. You will have a tribulation of ten
days.”

Thyatira must hang on for dear life.

Rv. 2:24f, houiv 0 Aéym To1¢ Aoumoic to1g ev Bvateipoig hdsor ovk
Eyovotv v dvaynv tavtnv hoitveg ovk £yvocav ta Babéa Tov catova
hog Aéyovotv ov BalAm ep hvudg dAlo Bapog TAny ho éxete kpaticate
aypic hov av hMéw

Rv. 2:24f, Yet, | tell the rest of you in Thyatira, as many as do not have
this teaching, whoever did not know the depths of Satan. As they are
saying, | do not throw upon you another burden. 25 Otherwise, whatever
you have, control until whenever | would arrive.
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Jesus' Comforts for the Martyrs
Ephesus.

Rv. 2.7, “10 VIKOVTL 06® avtd Qoyeiv ek Tov EOAoV ¢ (mng ho eotiv
eV 10 Topadeicw Tov Oe0v”

Rv. 2:7, “I will give to the one overcoming, to eat from the Tree of Life,
which is in the Paradise of God.”

Smyrna.

Rv. 2:10f, “yivov motdg dypt Oavatov Kot SdG®m GOl TOV GTEPAVOV TNG
Cong ... ho vik@v ov pun adiknO1 ek Tov Bavatov Tov devTéEPOV”

Rv. 2:10f, “Be brought forth faithful until death. I will give you the
wreath of life ... The one overcoming, could never, ever be wronged by
the second death.”

Pergamum.

Rv. 2:17, “t® ViKOVTL d0OG® 0VTO TOV LAVVE TOV KEKPUUUEVOD Kl
dMO® ALTM® YNEOV AEVKTV Kal ETL TNV YNPOV OVOLL KOLVOV
veypauuévov ho ovdeic oidev €1 un ho Aappavaov”

Rv. 2:17, “I will give to the one overcoming, of the manna, having been
hidden. I will give them a white stone; upon the stone a new name,
having been written, which no one has known except the one receiving

[it].”

Thyatira.

Rv. 2:26ff, “kot ho vik®v kot ho thpav dypt téAovg T £pya Lov dMo®
avtd e€ovoiav et TV eBvav Kot Tolpavel avtovg ev hpaPdm cionpd



hog o okedn To Kepapkd cvvTpifetor hog koyd eiinea Topd Tov
TOTPOS LLOV KOl OMC® GVTM TOV AGTEPO TOV TPOIVOV”

Rv. 2:26ff, “Those overcoming; those guarding My works until [the]
end: | will give them authority over the Gentiles. They will shepherd
them, with a rod of iron; they are broken as the potter’s vessel. As I also
have received from My Father. I will give them the dawn star.”

Sardis.

Rv. 3:4f, “aAAd €xelc oliyo ovopata ev 6dpdecty hd ovk epdivvay ta
hipdrtio avTOV Ko TEPITATNIGOVGY UET ROV €V Agvkoic hott 4ot eloiv
ho vik®v hovtwg mepiPaieiton ev hiportiolg Asvkoic kot ov un e€aleiym
70 6vopa avtov ek TG PiPAov g Cmng kot hopoAoynom to dvouao,
AVTOV EVAOTIOV TOL TOTPOS OV KO EVAOTLOV TOV AYYEA®DV ovTov”

Rv. 3:4f, “But, you have a few names in Sardis, who did not defile their
garments. They will walk with me in white: since, they are worthy.”
Thus, those overcoming, will be wrapped in white garments. | will
never, ever erase their names from the Book of Life. | will confess their
names before My Father, and before His messengers.”

Philadelphia.

Rv. 3:11ff, “€pyopan tayd kpdtet ho éxeig hiva undeic Adfn tov
oTéEPavoV’ 6ov ho vik®v TomMoem avTdv 6TOAOV €V T® VUM TOV B0V OV
Kol EE® ov un €EEAON €11 Ko YpAY® €T aLTOV TO Gvopa Tov B0V pov
Kol TO OVOULOL TNE TOAEMG TOV B0V OV TNG KOVNG 1EPOVGOANLL hn
KatoBaivovca ek Tov ovpavoL amd Tov oD LoV Kot To OVoua” LoV TO
KOvov”

Rv. 3:11ff, “I come quickly. Strengthen what you have, so that no one
would take your wreath. Those overcoming, | will make them a stela in



the temple of My God. They would never, ever come outside [ever]
again. | will write on them the Name of My God; and the name of the
city of My God, the New Jerusalem, coming down from the heaven from
My God; and My New Name.”

Laodicea.

Rv. 3:20f, “1600 héotnka eni tnv BVpav Kot kpod® 4V TIg AKOVOT TG
QMOVNC LoV Kot avoi&n v Bvpav eloeledloouOL TPOC OVTOV Ko
SEMVNACM UET ALTOV KOl AVTOC HET ELOV No ViK®V ddom avtd Kabicat
LET €LOV €V T® Opodve nov hog kayd eviknoa kat ekddica LETA TOV
TOTPOG LoV €V T® Opdve awton”

Rv. 3:20f, “Look! | have stood at the door, and | knock. If anyone
would hear My voice and would open the door; | will come in to them. |
will dine with them and they with Me.” Those overcoming, I will give
to them to sit with Me in My throne: as | also overcame, | sat with My
Father in His throne.”

Closing

The closing statements are identical: but, sometimes placed in a different
order.

Rv. 2.7; Rv. 2:11; Rv. 2:17; Rv. 2:29; Rv. 3:6; Rv. 3:13; Rv. 3:22; “ho
EXYOV OV AKOVGATM® TL TO TVEVHO AEYEL TONG EKKANGTONG”

Rv. 2:7; Rv. 2:11; Rv. 2:17; Rv. 2:29; Rv. 3:6; Rv. 3:13; Rv. 3:22;
“Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the ekklesiae.”



Prophecies

There are no specific prophecies, found in Chapters 2 and 3 of
Revelation, that are not fulfilled within the lifetimes of those specifically
addressed. Heavenly blessings, by their very nature being eternal, are
not prophecies either: since, they have no specific time or place of
fulfilment.

More specifically, there is no prophetic Historicism!!! to be found here.
We cannot look at the names of the seven ecclesiae and determine that
each represents a particular set of centuries, or era in the historical
development of Christianity. Such ideas represent the worst sort of
wishful thinking and lead to the grossest misrepresentations of historical
development. Historical development is an exceedingly complex and
compound subject: which, I doubt that any of us have got “right” yet.

Applications

Our Calling.

Solomon finished the Temple around 959 BC (1 Kings 6:37-38). By
950 BC his own house was finished (1 Kings 7:1; 9:10); the Ark was
installed (1 Kings 8:1-9); the Temple was filled with the smoke of the
glory of God (1 Kings 8:10-9; 2 Chronicles 7:1-3). In his dedicatory
prayer, Solomon specifically prays for strangers (1 Kings 8:41-43): from
that moment forward, Israel, Ha’ Aretz, was consecrated to gathering the
world to God in fulfillment of the promises to Abraham. There were a
few bright spots: as around 722 BC, when Hezekiah resisted the
onslaught of the Assyrians and Jerusalem was spared; or when Josiah led
Judea and Israel in a great revival at his famous Passover (before 609
BC). But by 586 BC, the Sh°kinah had departed; by 516 BC, the Ark

11 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Poverty of Historicism



had disappeared, and was never recovered; the Shekinah did not return:
and when He returned (4/6 BC-33 AD, Israel/Judah rejected Him.
Ha’Aretz had failed completely.

As much time and prayer as we have given to the study of the words,
ekklesia/ekklesiae, we have failed to grasp its significance. Itisnota
city assembly. It is not a synagogue. It is not even a church in the
normal sense.

“Those having an ear, let them hear what the Spirit tells the
ckklesiae.”

It is the calling out of a believing and faithful people from the old
Ha’Aretz, from the nations (Asia and others), and even from death (their
spiritual condition) to new life to be the new Ha’Aretz and fulfill what
God and Solomon consecrated us to do. This is why we will see the
144,000 evangelists and others ride forth. It is the calling out of the
Lord’s army to follow Christ into spiritual battle and to lay down our
lives for our enemies. It is the calling out of Spiritual soldiers, using
Spiritual weapons exclusively, to engage the evil of this world in
Spiritual battle: weapons of the flesh, besides being insufficient in
power, are strictly forbidden.

Under Francis Schaeffer (1984), Bill Bright (2003), Peter Gillquist
(2012), Billy Graham (2018), and many others, it seemed as if we might
be catching a glimpse of Christ’s and the Spirit’s calling in
ekklesia/ekklesiae. These leaders have all died, and with no one to step
up and take their places, it feels as if we have lost our way, once again.

Until we grasp the full intensity of this word, ekklesia/ekklesiae,
together with the fullness of its meaning, we cannot begin to grasp the



rest of Revelation. This is why we returned to Revelation 1:1 and
changed all these words to ekklesia/ekklesiae. It is the fullness of
Christ’s and the Spirit’s calling in ekklesia/ekklesiae, in fulfilment of
Solomon’s prayer of consecration, that explains the meaning of
Revelation.

We have been called out, to pick up our crosses and follow Jesus.
Attention! Right shoulder arms! Forward march!

The weapon not mentioned in Ephesians 6 is a metaphorical beam,
approximately 4 x 4 and a little longer than an individual’s height. This
we must carry over our shoulder. If any wish to crucify us, at least
we’ve spared them the trouble (not literally) of finding and cutting a
crossbar. We march toward death: the death of death in the death of
Christ. This is not suicidal: we lay down our lives in the service of
others.

Our Condition.

There are at least three opposing groups in this, or we believe, in any
other human society. These appear to be facets of human nature;
therefore, universal:

+ Overcomers/Dominators, those who desire to dominate others in
willful disobedience of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit;

t Christians, those who desire to serve others in humble obedience to
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit;

1 Deniers, those who desire to serve only themselves and for whom
there are no standards other than self.

The dividing lines between these groups are fuzzy, and unlear. Many do
not know enough of the Bible to discern the difference. Many prefer the
literal, rather than the Spiritual, interpretation of Scripture: thus, they fall



into the trap of not reading the Old Testament through the lens of the
Cross, the lens of the Spirit; then they mistakenly approve all the
physical abuses found in the Old Testament, not realizing that Pentecost
has erased every single one of them. Others are wholly absorbed with
other interests, or seem so: the Bible shows that such denial is really
impossible (Romans 1:18-20).

Overcomers.

We are all Overcomers/Dominators by nature: our base selfish animal
instincts operate soon after birth. 1f someone offends me or strikes me, |
emotionally want to strike back, to seek revenge. If, | have been
defeated in the past, or if | am naturally cowardly, | may suppress my
emotions, until I can find a subtler means to retaliate. These emotions
make me an Overcomer/Dominator by nature. If put in power, | will
solve problems by force, fighting, war, and the like; or if | see our power
as the weaker, | will solve problems by craft and subterfuge; or I will
accept loss, letting my anger simmer on the back burner, until conditions
change. But, as soon as conditions do change, my position also changes:
| become an instant enemy. The Overcomer/Dominator is not really
compatible with Biblical Christianity: in spite of this, we can easily
identify many movements of Overcomers/Dominators that sought to be
known as Christian. Overcomers/Dominators, not to be confused with
overcomers (little 0), are a type of pseudo-Christian movement, seeing
themselves as the source of all victory; maintaining dominance over
others by force, by human might which makes right; winning is the only
thing that matters; vengeance is ours, they claim, and our enemies must
be crushed: they really see themselves as gods, called to rule over others.
Overcomers/Dominators necessarily and mostly use weapons of flesh in
their attacks.

Christians.

We overcome our base animal instincts by willingly submitting to the
power of the Spirit and the authority of the Son. As the Law of Liberty



IS written on our hearts, our natural corruption is defeated and we are
turned away from the desire for dominance.

Had we been paying closer attention to Moses at Sinali, or earlier with
Abraham, we might have realized that God always opposed such a
bestial mentality: but, Israel refused to listen at Sinai; rejecting the gift
of the Spirit from thorough application; Israel had to learn many painful
lessons brought about by her primitive condition: but, when we search
the Law more carefully we realize that such primitive behavior never
had God’s approval. If God’s children were bound to fight, He either
had to allow them to fight, or destroy them: so He patiently awaits our
repentance (2 Peter 3:9).

Jesus clearly forbids such behavior among His overcomers, who must
learn to turn the other cheek: He demanded that we change our behavior
in accordance with the Law of God. He showed us our utter sinfulness,
as well as the glory and greatness of God’s forgiveness; He showed us
how, out of gratitude for God’s forgiveness, we should learn to be
forgiving as God is forgiving, even of His enemies. We are to cease
behavior as wild animals, and be kind to one another, as was the Good
Samaritan.

Jesus exposes our sinfulness gently, and provides the healing mercies of
the Spirit: within hours He has turned the Sychar tragedy into the Sychar
evangelist, and she has brought many of that town to Jesus (John 4:4-
42).

Deniers.

Deniers deny all authority and power, human or Devine; they do entirely
as they wish: they do not see Balaam and Balak, or Ahab and Jezebel as
problems. The lascivious destruction that such behavior brings upon
society is of no concern to them. The fact is that such lasciviousness



always brings with it, very self-destructive STDs: both mental and
physical. The ancient versions included burning children to death as
living sacrifices. The modern versions include abortion; Sodomy is a
renewed repetition of an ancient practice. I’'m okay; you’re okay; not
okay: the patience of love has and must have its limits; we love the
sinner, but not the sin. God’s authority and power are real. Deniers are
just wrong.

Healing.

The tendency of Overcomers/Dominators is to control all human defects
by force. Put the abnormal, by their Overcomer/Dominator standards, to
death; beat them without mercy; imprison them; and more.

The tendency of Deniers is to do nothing; not even admitting that any
behavior is abnormal; or that behavior abusive of Created Design Intent
Is abnormal and wrong.

Christ compels us to deal with our own sinfulness: day by day, our
awareness of our own uncleanness becomes darker and uglier. As more
and more light shines we become aware of seemingly smaller sins we
couldn’t see at first. Since we have nothing of our own, except our sins,
to offer to God: this is a blessing. We also, in this, become more and
more aware of the greatness of God’s forgiveness: we love Him all the
more, as our lives become motivated by gratitude (Luke 7:47; Luke
18:13). Such an attitude of gratitude results in us forgiving others as
God has forgiven us. Thus, when confronted with abnormal, corrupt,
and sinful behavior; instead of punishing we seek to forgive: we pursue
confession, absolution, forgiveness, repentance, and healing. John 4:4-
42 and Revelation 22:17 become the solution for every sin: for, only the
Spirit of God has the power to bring us fully to the Son and to the
Father, and to complete healing.



This would be so much easier to say, had | not, with my own children,
sought parenting by domination. | did not yet see this lesson, so |
wrongfully supposed that if Solomon spoke of corporal punishment, |
must vigorously apply it. But Solomon ruled a primitive society; a
society that had not yet received the fullness of the Spirit. So, while
Solomon had an excuse, | did and do not.

It is simply wrong to lead spouse, children, or any others by Domination.
Domination is always wrong in this age. Christians, especially, must put
away Domination, and put away Denial behavior as well, and always
seek the Spirit’s solution. | was wrong. We are wrong today.

Two thousand years after the death and resurrection of Christ; two
thousand years after the coming of the Spirit: human society is still
largely the wild animal behavior of Overcomers/Dominators and
Deniers. If we were truly Christ centered in our obedience, and Spirit
empowered in our actions: wars would cease; we would beat our swords
into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks; we would never
learn war anymore (Isaiah 2:3-5; Micah 4:2-4). Obviously, in two

thousand years, we still haven’t got it right: we have failed the City of
God.

This is the standard of behavior presented in ekklesia/ekklesiae, and
concluded in Revelation 22:17. This is why we are called out, and what
our warfare is to accomplish, without weapons in any ordinary physical
sense: but by the cross and sword of Christ.

“... for, we walk around in the flesh: [but,] we do not soldier
according to flesh: for, the weapons of our soldiering [are]
not flesh, but powerful to God for demolishing strongholds
[deceptions and schemes of error and vice]; pulling down
[false] thoughts, and every high thing raised up against the



knowledge of God, and capturing every thought into the
obedience of Christ.” — 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

We do not tear down the walls of Jericho with our hands. We march and
trumpet: they fall down by themselves. We do not attack Nineveh, we
preach there: they surrender by themselves. Like Elisha, we blind,
capture, feast, and release our enemies (2 Kings 6:11-23). This is the
age of the Power of the Spirit: we are forbidden the use of any material
weapon or any mere physical force.

WWCPSTE

Winning the World for Christ by the Power of the Spirit, Today and
Every day.

Are you considering whether or not to spank your children? Think twice
before you do. Spanking is an instrument of the flesh: forbidden to
Christians since the coming of the Spirit (Acts 1:8; 2: 1ff). So, in spite
of Solomon, “sparing the rod will not spoil the child”. The popular TV
show emphasizes, “Say it with words”. We say, “Say it with Spiritual
words”. Make sure that you, yourself are in constant communication
and communion with the Spirit (Luke 11:13). Having a clear conscience
Is not enough. Our consciences require incessant instruction from the
Word of God, and the Spirit of God is our only infallible leader and
teacher. Train yourself to seek the Spiritual interpretation of the Bible;
not the literal interpretation of the Bible: see the Old Testament through
the lens of Passover and Pentecost, of Jesus and the Spirit. When this is
active in your life, speak to your children this way: teach them to seek
the Spirit in all things. Show your children how the Spirit instructs your
conscience: so that, He may instruct their consciences. | had a very
literal view of the Old Testament and spanked my children faithfully,
because | loved them dearly: the outcome has not been consistent, to say



the least. Speaking from my own experience: Don’t go there; Don’t ever
go there.

What about politics. As long as we use Spiritual words to defy the evils
of politics, as Paul did repeatedly, we are on solid ground: but, politics,
in and of itself, is a tool of flesh, inherently prone to evil: and therefore,
not a normative instrument for Christianity. To the extent that we can
use Truth and Righteousness to contradict political deception, we are on
safe ground. We stand outside Satan’s gates and demand his surrender,
with the release of all prisoners. This does not preclude a Christian from
engaging directly in the political arena: but, it is a dangerous and murky
ground with many ravenous temptations (like Balaam and Jezebel:
remember that even Elijah was frightened of her and ran from her).
Christians who undertake such risks may train for years before entering
such an arena: some expect to be martyred for confronting evil so
directly (observe the politics of the world for examples of modern
political martyrs). Nevertheless, politics does not yield spiritual results,
except as overruled by God’s creativity and providence.

Sports: exactly which of our sports produces Spiritual results by
Spiritual methods. How many decades have passed since anyone
quoted,

“For when the One Great Scorer comes to mark against your
name, He writes—not that you won or lost—but how you
played the Game.” — Grantland Rice (1880-1954).

The same principles, on various scales, must be applied to all of life.
This is easy to say, but not easy to do. Take courage: you will grow in
grace. Just because this has become your standard, don’t expect it of the
non-Christian world: expect to apply forgiveness to all in liberal
quantities.



“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.” —
Luke 23:34

Appendix
My working hypothesis which we seek to disprove is that:

Since the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8; 2:1ff, every form of
capital, corporeal, and physical punishment is forbidden by the Law and
Will of God.

This includes spanking of children, abuse of spouses, imprisonment, the
death penalty, physical fighting, war, and much, much more.

When God decrees, “VVengeance is Mine” (Isaiah 63:4; Ezekiel 25:14;
Romans 12:19), He effectively states that He alone, Creates and He
alone may Punish by any capital, corporeal, or physical means.

This appears to be the case, even with Cain and Lamech (Genesis 4).
Yet, most of the Old Testament records an endless succession of
murders and wars. God does not approve of the development of empires
(obviously by force), does He (Nimrod and Asshur: Genesis 10)? No.
Absolutely not. Nevertheless, how can we approve or understand even
David or Solomon, unless we conclude that their wild animal behavior
must be forgiven because of the deficiency of the Spirit among them: so,
their subjects, or even they, had no other means or method of solving
problems other than by force?



Even so, there appears to be a predominant tendency to solve problems
by Old Testament means, because of misinterpretation and
misunderstanding caused by the failure to see the Old Testament through
the lens of the Cross and of Pentecost, which remove all capital,
corporeal, and physical authority (and power) from us. We are to turn
the other cheek. We are to forgive 70 x 7 (infinitely). Peter missed the
point when he cut off Malchus’ ear with a sword (John 18:10).

The weapons of our warfare are spiritual and mighty; not weak and
carnal (2 Corinthians 10:4). All the weapons of Ephesian 6 are Jesus:
Jesus is our Truth, our Righteousness, our Gospel of Peace, our Faith,
our Salvation; Jesus and the Spirit are the sword that must come from
our mouths; prayer by Jesus and the Spirit to the Father may be our
greatest weapon. Other passages mention our own crosses.

“... for, we walk around in the flesh: [but,] we do not soldier
according to flesh: for, the weapons of our soldiering [are]
not flesh, but powerful to God for demolishing strongholds
[deceptions and schemes of error and vice]; pulling down
[false] thoughts, and every high thing raised up against the
knowledge of God, and capturing every thought into the
obedience of Christ.” — 2 Corinthians 10:3-5

These are the words that clinched the argument for me. Since | cannot
disprove this working hypothesis, | am compelled to accept and embrace
it.

Soli Deo Gloria
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1121 you have been blessed or helped by any of these meditations,
please repost, share, or use any of them as you wish. No rights are
reserved. They are designed and intended for your free participation.
They were freely received, and are freely given. No other permission is
required for their use.



