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Seven Assemblies
As we first observe the seven assemblies of Asia in Revelation 2 and 3, we see a menorah: yet, a defiled menorah, unfit for her groom as revealed glorified in Revelation 1 and 5.  She is simply unclean.  What does God; what does Christ intend to do about that?

Four Horses
A horse, until tamed, is a fierce, wild, rampaging beast.  What we admire about horses is this very wildness.  In Revelation 6 we see a picture of strong active assertion; not a limp portrayal of divine passivity: for, the horse is the very picture of assertion.  God does not simply allow people to fall into the lake of fire because they chose to go there.  God is very active and assertive in the process, as illustrated by the picture of four horses.
These four horses cannot be mere creatures of flesh and blood.  Christ, in his resurrected and glorified body rides the white horse; he alone opens the seals; he alone is in control.  If the destiny of mankind is war and rumors of war, Christ is at the helm.  This is an angelic or spiritual horse, which idea, we cannot possibly fathom.
The second horse is not merely red in color, is not only fiery in appearance.  This horse is fire: the kind of spiritual fire that actively destroys the spiritual peace of mankind… he is not passively removing peace.
The third horse describes an active blackness, darker than night, darker than the absence of light… it actively unleashes the forces of human greed in the heart, mind, spirit, soul, and we see the outcome in the flesh.
We do not passively fall into death as the relief from all this suffering: for, each of these spiritual realities has a corresponding tragedy on earth.  It is not the passivity of necrosis we encounter.  The fourth horse is Thanatos, the one Christ keeps imprisoned under lock and key.  We will not simply fall into the ground in necrosis.  We will nearly all face Thanatos some day.

Spiritual Reality
It is very popular in our enlightened world to deny all such spiritual realities as madness, the psychiatrists tell us: this is just wild human mania, they claim… overactive imagination.
Is this true?  Is this what the evidence shows?  Then why, after two thousand years of struggling, why has mankind failed to stop war on earth, or even been able to provide necessities of life for all the hungry.  There are plenty of voices who want war to cease, and a peaceful world fed, with equality and respect and justice for all.  Why can’t we make it happen?  We’re enlightened, aren’t we?
Or is the spiritual reality, that we, rejecting Christ, or at least obeying Him halfheartedly, have found ourselves at war with God.  In that spiritual war, God has actively incinerated the very spiritual concept of peace, which we have denied, so that we would have to live without it; God has actively destroyed any sense of spiritual kindness, which we have denied, so that we would have to live with the consequences in our flesh.

Smelting
It seems to me that the four horsemen describe a smelting process: be it of gold, silver, copper, iron, or of humanity.  Christ is the master smelter who, with violent spiritual activity, will purify his bride.  Righteousness is not a passive thing.  Humanity, especially the seven imperfect assemblies are the raw ore.  The fire of the second horse brings the smelting pot to a molten state.  The active blackness, worse than night, stirs the molten pot and hungrily, greedily separates the valuable from the dross… the raw metal from the slag.  If you want to understand the process better, go down to the smelter’s shops, and ask.  Thanatos quenches the whole process: finally, it lies cooled off in a kind of state of death... or, for some, of resurrection life.

The Outcome
When the fifth seal is opened, Christ, introduces His purified bride.  She is now quite different from the seven assemblies of Asia.  She is starting to put on her pure white linen wedding garment.  She had to go through the smelting process, the red-hot fire, the felt darkness, and active death encounter with Thanatos, to arrive in this purified estate.  At times, she was in extreme pain, fear, great suffering, before she attains the martyr’s crown.  But, Christ actively and faithfully brought her through the process.

Ongoing Consequences
When the sixth seal is opened, we see what is left in the seething smelting pot.  The mass of humanity.  The fulfilment and promise of Romans 9-11 then poured out.  The world marches on to destruction.

Analysis
What Revelation 2 and 3 describes in the flesh, Revelation 6 begins to describe in the spirit.  The interaction between the material realm and the spiritual realm is portrayed quite clearly: yet, in pictures we cannot fully understand.  Almost all of mankind will face the four horses and their riders.  Some will be brought forth purified.  This is an active, not a passive process.  People simply do not fall into hell because they decide to go there.  God is King.  Christ is Judge.  The Spirit is Vicar.  The Valley of the Shadow of Death, which Christ walked before us, we must also walk (Psalm 23).  Revelation 6 discloses the full spiritual reality of human life… a smelting process for humanity.
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In the second seal, the human race faces an angelic, spiritual fire, raging in the form of a horse and rider.  We have experienced nothing like it.  This horse and rider actively remove peace from the promised land, from the earth, or from both.  He actively sets mankind at war with one another in great slaughter.  He carries a very large sword, presumably also of fire.  In the terms of the first century, the Asian readers are thinking in terms of the fall of Jerusalem, circa 70, and its associated First Jewish-Roman War (66-73); which have just recently happened; or are about to happen: depending on when John wrote the Revelation.  You have a broader perspective, so perhaps you see this as applying to all of time: this is a correct and true observation… we didn’t learn much from the first century.  However, John is most certainly dealing with the corruption of Judaism, the fall of Jerusalem, and all the associated events: for, even the Romans were not that bloodthirsty or powerful in the first century.  If Josephus is to be believed, Judaism is the cause and source of the violent bloodshed.
What a downer.  How noire.  We don’t want to hear it.  We always want happy, optimistic, positive messages.  The glass must always be full and overflowing.  The cornucopia must always be spreading abundance.  We refuse to have it any other way.  But, that’s not reality.  That’s delusion and denial.  Jeremiah says it twice; Paul once:

“For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one deals falsely.
They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.
Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?  No, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore, they will fall among those who fall: at the time that I visit them they will be cast down, says the Lord.” — Jeremiah 6:13-15

“Therefore, I will give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that will inherit them: for everyone from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one deals falsely.
For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.
Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination?  No, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore, will they fall among those who fall: in the time of their visitation they will be cast down, says the Lord.” — Jeremiah 8:10-12

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord comes as a thief in the night: for, when they will say, “Peace and safety”; then sudden destruction comes upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they will not escape.  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:2-4

Salvation is not one simple decision.  Salvation is a fiery trial throughout life: a lengthy process of suffering.

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory will be revealed, you may be glad also with exceeding joy.” — 1 Peter 4:12-13

Face the fire as the gift of our loving Creator.  Be alarmed when things go well.  Embrace suffering as a friend, and trouble as a neighbor.  None of these things is pleasant: but, we have brought them all upon ourselves.  The fire is necessary for our purification and healing.  Would you be saved.  Don’t be satisfied with a one-time snap decision.  Be diligent.

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” — Hebrews 11:6

“For our God is a consuming fire.” — Hebrews 12:29
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So, what proof have I of my assertion that the second seal forms the fire beneath a seething smelting pot of humanity, intended to melt and purify them?  None.  Absolutely none.  Nor would I sin against God by adding so much as a comma to John’s words, or subtracting even a hair from them.
But, consider this.  What will you make of the color, fiery.  Is John speaking of earthy things, or is this a heavenly phenomenon, very difficult to describe with human words.  How do we not know that the second seal is not John’s pictorial description of a Seraph, a burning one.  If the second seal is a Seraph: then the third seal could be a Cherub, a destroyer.  If not, then what is Thanatos, angel or demon?  What you worship in movies; you refuse to believe when confronted with facts.  The frightening myths you love in scary stories; now you revolt at terrifying reality.  The Armageddon you enjoy talking about; now you reject.  John is writing to us about the supernatural, extraterrestrial analysis of human events.
Well, John tells us whether Thanatos is angel or demon?  Thanatos and his sidekick, Hades, are kept under lock and key by Christ (Revelation 1:18): but, this hardly satisfies the question, since all the angels are under His authority and under His command.  The clincher comes in Revelation 20:14, when Thanatos and his sidekick, Hades, are cast into the Lake of Fire.  Surely, then, Thanatos and Hades are demonic: for, how could we conceive of one of God’s devoted angels perishing in the Lake of Fire.
So then, we begin the seals with Christ glorified and in control, and reach in the middle with a fourth seal describing the demonic.  Surely, what lies in between is of comparable force and meaning; whether angels, or demons, both at Christ’s command: both very destructive of mankind.  If not operating a melting or smelting pot: then what….
At the beginning, we see a very impure church; in the fifth seal a purified bride, putting on her first piece of wedding apparel.  This will continue throughout the book until we see her fully gowned, a fit princess, bride for a king… a bride now brought to match His heavenly glory, as we first saw it in Revelation 1.  If not, a smelting pot, then what: surely a purification process of some kind.  But, the Scripture so frequently refers to metal tried in a furnace by fire: our minds automatically run to the smelter’s house.
And if the fire is that red and that hot, that only scorched earth is left behind with the third seal.  How can we conceive of a blackness so actively black?  John’s picture is of a market place so inflated that no one can afford food.  An economy so twisted that it actively sucks the life out of civilization.  A black hole is the first thing that comes to my mind: the only thing of which I’m aware that is actively black, blacker than black… the only thing sufficiently supernatural to fit the rest of the picture.
John, writing as he does in the first century, could easily be describing the five or more years of terrors in the Roman wars under Titus.  This could be prophecy or historic report: depending upon the exact date when John wrote, which is unknown to us.  The Jewish-Roman wars would be the first thing on Asian minds: especially as related lockdowns and disciplines were applied throughout the Roman world.  However, if God, eager to purify Judea and Judaism, was diligent to apply such drastic measures in order to reap a few martyrs (the fifth seal) from Judea; what will He do when Gentiles begin to imitate all the sins of Judaism?
I could be wrong: but, I can’t be that far off.
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About Thanatos (some say Thanos) ….  John’s not peddling some form of Greek mythology to us, is he?  Or is John doing what Paul did when he pointed to the statue of unknown God (Acts 17:23), using a convenient and understandable Greek name or notion to illustrate a biblical point?  The Greeks thought of the universe in two realms: the world of the forms, and the world of materials.  The forms were conceptual, perfect.  Material objects were always imperfect copies of the reality of the form.  What the Greeks supposed, subjectively, the Israelites knew to be the realms of the spiritual and the material.  John knew of the existence of the Angel of Death, and has no trouble at all adapting the Greek term for the subject matter.  Nor, do other New Testament writers shy from the term: for, Thanatos is referred to in other places, at least 65 of them:

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=%CE%B8%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%AC%CF%84&version=SBLGNT

Far more is involved in this term than in the term, necrosis: so, we must ask why and how the Bible uses this term: especially, what is John’s idea of Thanatos as opposed to necrosis, which is used about 121 times in the New Testament.

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=%CE%BD%CE%B5%CE%BA%CF%81&version=SBLGNT

In mindlessly blending these two words together into one English idea, we are all too lazily prone to deny or ignore one very clear biblical reality: the reality of the spirit realm.  You don’t believe in ghosts, do you?  Surely, demons are not real, are they?  Is Romans 8 clear enough for us?  John is not inventing anything strange or new in Revelation.
Before you write this off as farfetched, diligently study the following.

Revelation 1:18; 2:10, 11. 23; 6:8; 12:11; 13:3, 12; 20:14
Zechariah 1:8-10
Zechariah 6:1-15
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In the fifth seal (Revelation 6:9-11) how many of the believers are martyrs?  All of them.  I don’t think anyone goes to heaven without facing martyrdom… one way or another.
They are crying out for vengeance, which is strange: since, no one enters the kingdom of God’s forgiveness without being scrupulously forgiving.  A Christian is not permitted to hold bitterness or grudges: so, where does this cry come from?  Perhaps grace tolerates a little leeway: since, they were slaughtered in martyrdom.  Perhaps, rather than they themselves, this is the cry of their guardian angels on their behalf.  Perhaps, it is Christ Himself, demanding justice for His bride.  I do not know.
They begin to receive their first bridal garment, and are told to rest: for, more martyrs are on the way.  All, are martyrs.  There are no non-martyrs coming.

When the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12-17) is opened, a great shaking takes place, not necessarily an earthquake: for, “once more he shakes heaven and earth (Hebrews 12:26-28).”  Since, this is a spiritual, supernatural picture, why would we be thinking in material earthly terms.
Now, we need to turn our thoughts to Joseph’s dream in Genesis 37:9-10.  You recall how Joseph expected his father, mother, and brothers to bow down before him, which was fulfilled when they fled to Egypt to alleviate starvation.
What does it mean that, “the sun became black … the moon blood … the stars fell to earth.”  Why are all the patriarchs, and matriarchs of Israel prostrating themselves before God in prayer and remorse?  Is it not because of the shame of the grave and gross sins of all of their descendants.  So, now Israel faces destruction and judgment for their sins.  The patriarchs, and matriarchs in fear, humiliation, and shame, falling on their faces, cry out for mercy for their children.  Nevertheless, the children are surely judged: for, every mountain and island is moved.
The kings of the promised land, not the earth, along with everyone else in the promised land, hide themselves in rocks and caves: attempting to hide from destruction.  This was literally true during the seven years of Roman war, when Titus stormed over the land of Israel.  But, “there is no hiding place down here”: for, this is the wrath of the lamb, not the attack of Titus.
Once again, we are reminded that everything in the opening of the seals is at the hand of Christ our Immortal Lord and King.  No one escapes the judgment of Christ.  The patriarchs, and matriarchs of Israel are ashamed and terror stricken for good reason: their children have failed them... and God.
No wonder then, that Matthew prays, “God be merciful to me a sinner (Luke 11:13).”
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Julio-Claudian Dynasty: 27 BC-68 (95 years)
Julius: 44 BC  Pompey (48 BC) and Crassus (53 BC)
Mark Anthony: 30 BC  Lepidus (13 BC) and Octavian 
Augustus: 14
Tiberius: 37
Caligula: 41
Claudius: 54
All of the Julio-Claudians were murdered, with the possible exception of Nero.
Nero was murdered/assisted in suicide by Epaphroditus, his private secretary.  This is uncertain.  68
The Year of the Four: 68/69
Galba: murdered at Otho’s orders.  69
Otho: committed suicide.  69
Vitellius: executed by Vespasian’s soldiers.  69
Flavian Dynasty: 69-96 (27 years)
Vespasian: died of infectious disease.  79
Titus: died of fever of uncertain cause.  81
Domitian: assassinated by court officials.  96
Nerva-Antonine Dynasty: 96-192 (96 years)
Nerva: died of natural causes.  98
Trajan: died of stroke.  117
Etc.
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